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PREFACE.

Tre Latin text of Ingulph’s History of the Abbey of Croy-
land was first published in Sir Henry Saville’s Sorsptores post
Bedam, London, 1596, reprinted at Frankfort in 1601. Im
these editions the work appears in a mutilated form, as,
besides various omissions, it abruptly terminates with In-
gulph's’ return from his visit to the court of William the
Conqueror ; and, in common with the other Chronicles con-
tained in the same volume, is disfigured by numerous typo-
graphical errors. The work was first printed entire, and
somewhat revised, in the first,® or Fulman’s, Volume of
Gale’s Collection of the Rerum Anglicarum Sorsptores, Oxford,

. 1684. Though a great improvement on Saville’s edition, it
is not without a considerable number of errors in the ortho-
graphy of the English words. The narrative commences with
the reign of Penda, who died in 655, and terminates in the
year 1091. '

In the same volume was also published the Continuation by
Peter of Blois. Though this professes to have been written as |
a Continuation of Ingulph’s History at the request of Abbat

. HenrydeLongchamp, it notices but very few facts prior to 1100,
the first year of the reign of Henry I. The Marsham and Cot-
3 P. 175 of this Volume, 3 Sometimes quoted as the Third.
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tonian Manuscripts of Ingulph, in which Fulman found this
Continuation, were, unfortunately, in a mutilated state,and ter-
minate abruptly in the year 1117, temp. Henry I. It is not im-
probable, however, that we have a very considerable portion in
what has been preserved, as the writer appears only to have car-
ried his history to the time of Abbat Waldev or Waltheof,! and
the accession of King Stephen, in 1135.

The second Continuation of Ingulph (which, with the third
and fourth Continuations, is also found in the same collec-
tion) was written by one of the Priors? of that place, whose
name has not come down to us. The writer informs us, at
the close of his narrative,® that he had continued the work
of Peter of Blois from the beginning of the reign of Stephen.
The portion, however, prior to 1144 is lost, and from that
date to 1171, the work is so mutilated that all the fragments
which remain are comprised in two pages of the present
Volume.* From that period, the Chronicle continues, with
occasional slight interruptions, to 1254;% after which there
is an hiatus to the date of the fragment in pages 328-9,
probably about 1280. From 1281, there is another hiatus,
to 1327, which compriscs, as we learn from other sources,®
the resignation of Abbat Richard, in 1803, the accession of
Simon de Luffenham, his cession in 1322,7 and the accession
of Abbat Henry de Caswyk. Between 1528, the second year

1 See the second Continnation, p. 450. 2 See pages 450 and 452.

3 P. 450. 4 See pages 271—273.

5 See pages 280, 281, 284, 291, 299, 315, 317.

¢ Dugdale’s Monasticon, Browne Willis's Mitred Abbies, Gough'’s
History of Croyland.

7 See p. 331. The MS. history of Croyland in the Cottonian Library,
Vespas. B. XI. says that he was deposed by the bishop of Lincoln for
partiality shewn to his kindred.
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of Edward III., and 1388, the twelfth of Richard II., there
is a further hiatus, during which Abbat Henry was suc-
ceeded, on his decease in 1358, by Thomas de Bernak, at
whose death, in 1378, John de Asheby was elected abbat, and
held that office when the narrative is resumed in 1388.°

From this date to the death of Abbat Litlyngton in 1469,
this chronicle has come down to us unmutilated ; and in
this portion consists its most essential value; as, in common
with the next Continuation, it gives many historical facts con-
nected with the latter part of the reign of Henry VI. and that
of Edward IV., some of which are of considerable importance,
and nowhere else to be found.

A marginal note (given by Fulmanin p. 557 of his volume,
most probably from the MS.), informs us that the Third Con-
tinuation was written by a Doctor of Canon Law and Member
of the King's Council, the same person who is mentioned
(p. 469 of this Volume) as having been sent by Edward IV.
as his envoy to the Duke of Burgundy at Abbeville; like his
predecessor, he was a member of the community of Croyland.
He commences with a relation of several events which had
taken place during the previous ten years, but had been omitted
by the preceding Chronicler ; and then continues the narra-
tive from 1469 to 1486, the second year of Henry VII. By
succeeding historians of the reigns of Edward IV. and Rich-
ard III., this work has been found of the greatest value.

Of the fourth and last Continuation, which appears from
the opening words® to have been written some time after
the third, a small fragment only has survived, the princi-
pal merit of which consists in its interesting aecount' of
the last moments of Cardinal Beaufort; a picture very dif-

8 P, 333. ? P. 51l. © P, 513.



viii PREFACE.

ferent from that drawn by Shakspeare, and probably more in
accordance with truth. After giving a somewhat lengthy
account of the cession of the Church of Brynkhurst, or Eston,
to the Abbey of Peterborough, it terminates abruptly in 1486,
the remainder of the MS. being lost. The writer seems to
have been an ecclesiastic, and was most probably a monk of
the Abbey of Croyland.
H.T.R.



EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION.

Ir is & singular circumstance, that, with the exception of a tran-
script? of the sixteenth century, no ancient manuscript of Inﬁﬂph’s
Chronicle is known to exist. After the dissolution of theMonas-
teries, a mzmuscriﬁt, which had the reputation of being an aufo-
graph of Ingulph, remained for many years in the church at
Croyland, where it was preserved with great care in a chest locked
thﬁ' three keys. Selden endeavoured in vain to gain access to
it, and when an made enquiries (probably about 1680), it
could no longer be found. Two ancient copies, however, are known
to have formerly existed : one, in the possession of Sir J. Mar-
sham, which was the basis of Fulman’s edition ; and another, from
which Selden published the Laws of the Conqueror, was in the
Cottonian Library, and burnt in the fire of 1731. Marsham’s*?
copy has long since disa;:feared. Spelman states, erroneously no
doubt, that he" consulted the awtograph itself, and from it tran-
scribed a portion of the Norman laws.

For many years after the publication of In‘gn]ph, there seems
to have been no suspicion that any portion of the work, or the
Charters contained in it, were other t enuine. The Charters
are quoted as.such by Sir H. Spelman, and Sir W. Dugdale in the
‘Monasticon, and Selden and Stillingfleet’? rely upon the autho-
rity of the work. From the time, however, of Henry Wharton,!?
who detected certain anachronisms in the attestations of earlier
Saxon Charters, doubts have been very ggnerally entertained as to
the genuineness of the documents, and by some as to that of the
history itself. Wharton’s enquiries were continued at very con-

9 Arundel MSS. No. 178.

10 In a letter preserved in the Bodleian, Dr. Gibson, hishop of London,
accuses Obadiah Walker, the Roman Catholic Master of University College,
Oxford, of having purloined this copy. '’ Concilia, i. p. 623.

12 Origines Britannice, p. 21. 13 History of the Bishops of
London and St. Asaph.

M Hickes seems inclined to support the genuineness. of the history,
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siderable length by Hickes in his Tkesaurus, who satisfactorily
proved, from the feudal tone that pervades them, that the Charters
are either of Norman origin or the Production of still later times.
Sir F. Palgrave, after an elaborate !* examination of the work, has
similarly come to the conclusion that the Charters are forgeries of
a more recent date than the time of Ingulph, and that they were
compiled with the view of supporting the pretensions of the so-
called Golden Charter.'s

The question then remains to be solved at what period these
documents were forged, by whom, and for what purpose. Hickes
is of opinion that the convent found it necessary to forge Ethel-
bald’s Golden Charter, that they might preserve the lands which
they held without deed, or of which the deeds had been lost, from
the Normans, and says that ““ he is almost compelled to believe
that Ingulph was the forger, or else that the convent palmed off
the history upon the world under the authority of his name.”
He also says, “I have given a portion of the Charter of Ethel-
bald, which I have so often had occasion to condemn. In the
original it appears resplendent with gold, the manufacture, per-
haps, of Inglﬁ h himself. This Charter, by means of which that
knave cajoled King William," is sufficiently proved to have been
fictitious.” Sir Francis Palgrave expresses strong doubts whether
the Chronicle itself (including the Charters) is of much older date
than the thirteenth, or first half of the fourteenth century.

A careful examination of the First and Second Continuations
of Ingulph will probably afford some clue to the solution of this
question. It will be found that in the history of Croglxmd, be-
tween the years 1091 and 1415, no mention is made of the
existence of any one of these Saxon Charters. In 1189, Abbat
Robert, in a case drawn up by him.'® relies for proof of the
foundation of his house by Kthelbald, not upon any existing
charters, but solely upon the ZLife of Saint Guthlac, written by
the monk Felix. In Vol. 44 of the Cole Collection of MSS. in
though he appears in one passage to throw some doubts on it, in con-
sequence of Ingulph’s derivation of the name Croyland, as signifying
crude or muddy land (p.8). He perhaps preferred the derivation of Crow-
land from the crows, by which, according to the early legend of Felix,
the anchorite Guthlac, while dwelling there, was persecuted.

15 See vol. 34 of the Quarterly Review.

6 A copy of Ethelbald’s charter of 716, conspicuous for its golden
crosses and azure and vermilion, but evidently of spurious origin. Hickes,
who has engraved a portion of it, speaks of it in 1705, as being then in the
possession of Dr. Guidot, of Bath. It seems to have been the same which
is mentioned by Gough, in his history of Croyland, as being in 1734 the
property of Robert Hunter, lord of the manor of Croyland.

17 See his visit to Court described, p. 171. 18 P, 275.
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the British Museum, there are nearly 200 folio pages of ab-
stracts from the Abbey Registers of law-suits carried on by
the convent, fines, conveyances, and other memoranda. A care-
ful search has been made in these, 48 also in most of the docu-
ments connected with Croyland, set forth in Gough’s First and
Second Apgendix, or referred to in Tanner's Notitta Monastica,
but not a hint can be found, to give us reason to believe that
between the periods above-mentioned, these Charters were in
existence.”

Prior Richard Upton, being at a loss how to prevent the en-
croachments of the people of Spalding, determined, as we read
in p. 367, to unsheathe the sword of ecclesiastical censure, which

been ted by St. Dunstan, and solemnly pronounced
sentence oé excommunication at the doors of the church against
all who should infringe the liberties of the church of St Guthlac.
Not content with reading this censure (which bears strong marks
of being fictitious, and was probably co;l;f:osed on this occasion),
Prior Richard “ resorted to the temporal arm, and taking with
him the muniments of the illustrious kings, Ethelbald, Edred, and
Edgar, hastened to London, to bring the parties to trial.””?® This
sud%en mention of these Charters, the first time for several hun-
dred years, cannot but take us by surprise, and extort from us
the enquiry, where had they been in the meantime, and why had
they never been used on similar occasions before P

zﬂ:er his arrival in London, we read that it was nearly fwo
years before the Prior could make arrangements for coming to
trial. It is far from improbable that these two years were spent
in framing, for the discomfiture of his antagonists, the Charters
which now appear in Ingulph’s Chronicle. Prior Richard being
thus employeﬁ, we can untferstand why, just before the trial, he
felt very uncomfortable in mind ; why (p. 368) he “lay awake in
bed, sad and disquieted in spirit, and unable to sleep ;” and how

at was the necessity for consolation to be administered to him,
¥ no less a personage than Saint Guthlac himself. This expla-
nation, too, will account for the large outlay of five hundred

19 1091 and 1415. In vol. 44, p. 53, Cole MSS. we find several man-
dates from Edward the Third commanding the convent to admit Hugh
de Kensington, keeper of his salt-cellar, as a corrodier on their foundation ;
and three or four plaints in answer by the convent, in which they allege
that the abbey had been founded by Ethelbald five hundred years befure
the Conquest. This they would have hardly dared to assert, if they had
had at that moment among their archives a deed which proved that Ethel-
bald founded the abbey in 716, only 350 years before that event. Cole
has added a Note, in which he remarks that it is pretty clear that they
did not know when their Abbey was founded. - 2 P, 368.
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p 411
})ounds (p. 388) upon these suits, as the scribes would be not un-
ik;l{. on such an occasion, to make their own terms.

e exferimmt appears to have fully succeeded ; to the satis-
faction of both judges and arbitrators the Charters of Ethelbald
and Edred were produced, judgment was given in favour.of the
Convent, and thus did the monks of Croyland, the first time per-
haps for centuries, gain a complete legal victory over their neigh-
bours of Spalding and Moulton.

It was upon this occasion probably that the manuscript long
preserved at Croyland as the eutograpk of Ingulph was first com-

iled. Finding among their archives a Chronicle of the convent
¥r0m the earliest times, (said to have been composed by the Sem-
pects® by order of Abbat Turketul,) the monks made it the vehicle
of their fictitious Charters, added to it the histories which had
been written by Egelric and Ingulph, had the whole copied afresh,
and deposited the manuscript in the Sacristy as corroborative
proof of their title to their lands. It was for this reason, perhaps,
. that so few copies of the manuscript were allowed to circulate ;
a8 the forgers must have been conscious that to the scrutinizi
view of the scholar, the anachronisms and contradictions wi
which the Charters were filled would be too evident.

Fictitious as most, if not all, of the Saxon Charters are, and
fabulous as much of the history is likely to be, it is still difficult
to subscribe unreservedly to Sir F. Pa.lsmve's opinion, *that the
History of Ingulph must be considered to be little better than
an historical novel—a mere monkish invention ;” though, at the
&.uzme time, it cannot be denied that the work is full of interpola-

ns.

For the guidance of the reader of this Chronicle, which, despite
of its imperfections, forms, with its Continuations, a most interest-
ing repertory of medisval law, history, and anecdote, we may
usefully devote a few lines to an examination of the more pro-
minent errors or interpolations which have been detected in the
portions of it ascribed to Egelric and Ingulph,

Sir F. Palgrave thinks 5m.t the account of Turketul betrays
marks of a spurious origin ; that it does not fully aﬁe with
the narrative of Vitalis, and is probably founded on his story
at a later period. “If a Cancellarius,” he remarks, *ex.
isted among the officers of the Anglo-Saxon Court, he was no-
thing more than a notary or scribe, entirely destitute of the high
authority which Ingulph bestows on him.” The mention of
Turketul as Cancellarius certainly does bear suspicious marks of

¥ See p. 97. Of course the story of their great ages, 168, 142, and 115
must be rejected.
3% See the concluding words of Ingulph’s History, p. 223.

?



EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION. xiii

the handy-work of some interpolator, but it would be hardly
fair, on this ground, to reject the whole account ; as his relation-
ship to the king (which is mentioned also by Vitalis) would in-
vest him with considerable influence, which would be increased
if he really did fill the office of royal secretary.

‘With Sir F. Palgrave we must reject the account of Turketul’s
prowess at the battle of anenbnr(fh, which relates how he®
ﬁenetrated the hostile ranks, struck down the enemy right and

ft, and, amid torrents of blood, reached the king ofy the Scots ;
and then contradicts itself by telling us that, in after-times,
when a monk, he *esteemed himself happy and fortunate in that
he had never slain a man, nor even wounded one.” Such a
story cannot have been penned by a friend and kinsman of Tur-
ketul. Sir F. Palgrave also observes that the Synod®* at which
the seven bishoprics were conferred was held in 905, two years
before Turketul was born : while the Saxon Chronicle places the
death of Dynewulph in 900, and the succession of Frithestan in
910. This was probably interpolated by some enthusiast, de-
sirous to award to Turketul more honor was really his due.
““The pn.ssaﬁf respecting the education of I!elgul hus at Ox-
ford,” says the same writer, “long since raised the suspicion
of Gibbon,” and it still remains to be proved that Aristotle
formed part of the course of education at Oxford at a time
when his works were studied in no part of Christendom.” -It is.
not improbable that this is an interpolation by some favourer of
the pretensions of Oxford in the thirteenth or fourteenth century.
A wish to surpass the alleged antiquity of Cambridge, as sup-
ported b! the narrative® of Peter of Blois, may possibly have
prompted the insertion of this testimony in favour of Oxford.

_Sir F. Palgrave has also suggested, that the journey* of
Ingulph to Jerusalem must have taken place between 1053 and
1059, when the Patriarch Sophronius died, as the emperor
Alexius did not ascend the throne till 1081, some years after
Il[):gulph had settled at Croyland : that Emperor’s name was pro-
ly added as a gloss by some ignorant annotator, and eventually

became incorporated with the text.
7 Pages 74 and 75. % Pages 72 and 73.
" ® History, B. ix. * P, 237.

® See p. 148. We cannot agree with Mr. Wright (Biog. Brit. Lite-
raria, vol. ii. p. 30), that 1064 is the date: mor does it appear that the
writer confounded the expedition alluded to with that of Peter the Hermit.
Ingulph seems to have joined the pilgrimage mentioned by Vitalis,
B. IIL c. 4, as taking place in 1057, under the chief bishop of the Ba-
varians. See Ordericus Vitalis, B. iii. c. 4,
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Dr. Lappenberg™ informs us that it is erroneously stated that
Constantine® felF at the battle of Brunenburgh, it being his
son who was slain; and that the statement that the emperor
Henry (who died in 936) sought the hand of Athelstan’s daugh-
ter for his son Otho is a mistake. He also observes, that (in.
p- 97) earl Rodolph, the son, is called the kusband of Goda.

Mr. Wright, in his able work on the Anglo-Norman writers,
is of opinion that Ingulph’s account of the *exiguitas of his pa-
rents contradicts his statement in p. 125, where he speaks of iis
father as living at court: and that Ingulph would hardly have
ostentatiously published the forged charters: an opinion which
seems well-founded. He remarks also, that the work appears
toc vain-glorious to have been written by Ingulph himself. The
self-complacency however, which we find displayed by the Abbat
throughout his story, and the patronizing air with which he ex-
plaing the more barbarous usages of the persecuted Saxons,
combined with the frivolous disE]ay of Gallic learning in pages
165 and 166, strongly bespeak the Anglo Norman prelate.

The same author is also of opinion that the Continuation
ascribed to Peter of Blois is spurious ; but the reasons adduced
by him hardly seem to warrant so decided a conclusion. “It is
not probable,” hesays, “thatthe monks of Croyland should have
applied to a stranger to write the Listory of their house, and we
can trace no connection between themand Peter of Blois.” On the
contrary, it seems to have been considered a mark of respect, not
uncommonly paid, for a convent to request a learned stranger to
employ his pen in the service of their house. Vitalis,” almost a
stranger and half a foreigner, was engaged by the monks of Croy-
land to write the epitaph of earl Waltheof, for the moment almost
the national hero and Saint of the English; Abbo of Fleury, a
Norman by birth, at the request of Dunstan, wrote the Life of
St. Edmund, an English Saint; and William, a monk of Malmes-
bury, wrote the Chronicles of the Abbey of Glastonbury. That
. Peter of Blois was on intimate terms with abbat Henry de Long-
champ we have some right to conclude from the zealous manner
. in which we know that he stood forward in support® of his brother
Chancellor, William de Longchamp, bishop of Ely. The allusion
in Peter’s Continuation to the writings of Averroes® is mani-
festly an interpolation.

2 Geschichte von England, Preface. 7 P, 75.

28 Seep. 147. Mr. Wright renders this word mean esfate ; narrowness
of circumstances seems rather to be meant, and if so, there does not of ne~
cessity appear to be any contradiction. # History, B. iv. c. 17.

3 See his spirited letter to Hugh de Nunant, hishop of Coventry, in
Hoveden, vol. ii. p. 238. Bokn’s Antiquarian Library. 2 p, 231,
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An expianation of a few of the terms which form component
parts of names of places mentioned in these Chronicles may
not be inappropriate. The termination ee or ea, as in *“ Sche-

ishee” and * Southee,” is supposed to be a corruption of the

rencheau, “ water.” Lode or ?ade, as in “Wodelade’™* and * Cap-
pelade,” (afterwards, ‘ Whaplode,”) signifies a cut of water.
Hirne or hyrne means a korn or corner of land, bounded by
streams, a8 in “Namanslandhyrne,”* and *Aswyktofthyrne.
Lound or lond is the old form for land, as in *** Goggislound,”
‘¢ Alderlound,” and “ Paylond.” Betk is still a provincial pame
for a “7ill ” or stream, as in “ Pynchbeck,” Holbeck.” Drove
was a road for cattle. Holt means a wood, a8 in *“ Apynholt,”
and “ *Harenholt.” ¢ Algarkirk’” and “Peykirk,” mean Algar’s
church and Pega’s church. The word lake, as signifying standing
water, enters into the composition of such names as “ Menger-
lake,” ¢ Lurtlake,” ‘Southlake,” ‘“Dedmanslake,” and * Wer-
warlake.” Helieston (in pages 127 and 154) appears to have been
a wrong spelling in the original for * Helpeston.”

A cut through the wood.
# « No man's land corner.” In some places it is written “ Norman's
land.”
3 ¢« Aswyk’s toft corner,” {oftf being a place where a messuage has
formerly stood.
3 ¢« Gog's land,” *‘ Alder land,” and ¢ Pega’s land.”
% Probably meaning * the hare’s wood.”



SUCCESSION OF THE ABBATS OF CROYLAND.

A.De

Kenulph, appombed . 716
Patrick . .
Siward. . .
Theodore .
Godric . . . .
Tarketul . . . 948
Egelric the Elder . . 975
Egelric the Younger 984
Osketul . . . 992
Godric II 1005
Brichtmer . . 1018
Wulgat . . . 1048
Wulketul . . . 1052
Ingulph . 1075
Joffrid . . . 1109
Waldev}Not mentmned 1124
Godfrey [ in this HISﬁory{ll38
Edward . . . 1153
Bﬁobert (113 Redinges . 1172
enry Longchamp . 1190
Richard Bardeney 1236
Thomas Wells . . 1246

A.D.

Ralph Mershe . . 1254
Richard Croyland . . 1281
Simon Luffenham . 1303
Henry de Caswyk. . 1322

Thomas de Bernak (mot
mentioned in this Hist.) 1358

John de Asheby . 1378
Thomas Overton . 1394
Richard Upton . . 1417
John Litlyngton 1427
John Wysbech . . 1469
Richard Croyland II. 1476
Lambert Fossedyke . 1481
Edmund Thorpe 1485
Philip Everard,
Wo]r] Evg:lue lt‘Totmen- 1491
R1ch a.rd Be rd I ioned in/ 1504
this His-) 1507
J ohn Welles,or tory. 1512
Bridges
Abbey Dissolved . . 1539



INGULPH’S HISTORY

OF THE

ABBEY OF CROYLAND.

IxasmvucH as I, Ingulph, by the long-suffering of the Divine
Goodness, abbat of the monastery of Croyland, am bound, by
virtue of the duties imposed upon me, to devote my attention
to ecclesiastical matters ; it appears to me especially desirable
to know who were the founders and benefactors of our monas-
tery, at what period it was founded, and by whose alms food
and the other necessaries of life are here provided for us; and
at the same time to learn what estates or possessions our re-
spective benefactors have bestowed as alms upon us. These
particulars I have endeavoured to learn, to the end that they
may be set forth, as well for your information, as for that of
our successors, in behalf of whom we are in duty bound to im-
plore and entreat the mercy of God. i

But, as it would be a tedious task to dwell at length upon
cach of these particulars, to the extent to which we find
matter afforded us in various quarters; I shall make it my
especial object to treat, though in a compendious form, of such
things only as are likely to be deemed most necessary to be
known by us who live at the present day, and to be brought
to the notice of our successors. These particulars I shall
therefore set forth, just as I have learned them, either from
the trust-worthy information of my brethren now residing here,
(who, in their turn, have received the same from their prede-
cessors), or from an attentive examination of ancient records
and other documents which have been perused by me. In ac-
cordance with the prophetical language of the Psalmist, ‘I

B

Ry



2 INGULPL’S HISTORY OF THE ABBEY OF CROYLAND. A.p. 704.

will utter sayings of old ; which we have heard and seen, and
our fathers have told us;”* and I will remind you of the words,
“Let your children tell their children, and their children an-
other generation ;”’? thereby making good those other words of
Scripture, ¢ Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were
written for our learning.” 3

I have therefore determined, in the first place, to speak of
the succession of certain kings of Mercia, who, in very remote
times, were converted to the catholic faith. Although Penda,
who was a hcathen, and notorious for his impiety, usurped
the kingly name and the sovereignty of the Mercians, and in
his tyrannical frenzy martyred Oswald, the king and saint, he
was the father of several sons who proved most devoted sup-
porters of the Christian religion. The names of these were
Peada, Wulpher, Ethelred, Merwald, and Mercelm; while
Kynenburga - and Kyneswitha, women celebrated for their
sanctity and the purity of their lives, were his daughters. The
unbridled desires, however, of this same Penda, after he had
been long possessed by this heathenish frenzy, brought him to
an end suitable to his deserts. For, by the grace of God, Oswy,
the brother and successor of Saint Oswald, (of both of whom
I here make mention, that the remembrance of them may be
perpetuated, to the praise of Him who alone shall recompense
each according to his works) cut him off, and thereby inereased
the number of souls in hell.

His eldest son, Peada, succeeded him as king. This Peada had
the intention of founding the monastery at Medeshamsted,* but
being prevented by an untimely death, he bequeathed hisreligious
zeal to his brother Wulpher, who succeeded him on the throne,
and to Saxulph, a man of very considerable influence; for it
is & matter beyond doubt that this monastery was afterwards
founded by them, in the year from the Incarnation of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 664. After reigning sixteen years, the said Wul-
pher departed this life, in the seventeenth year of his reign.

. On his decease, his brother Ethelred succeeded him on the
throne, and after a reign of thirty years became a monk in the
monastery of Bardeney.®

He was succceded on the throne by Kenred, the son of Wul-

! Psalm Ixxviii. 2, 3. 2 Joel i. 3. 3 Rom. xv. 4.
' The original name of Peterborough. 5 Or Partney, in Lincoln’
shire, AR . . FA



A.p. 7C8. ETHELBALD CONSULTS GUTHLAC. 3

pher, who, after a reign of four years, left his kingdom, and
set out for Rome, where he departed this life at the threshold
of the Apostles.

Kenred was succeeded by Celred, who was the son of Ethel-
red, the former king, and reigned eight years.

In these days lived the Clito® Ethelbald, who was then in

exile. He was the great nephew of Penda, through Alwy, his
brother;” and was a man remarkable for the gracetulness of his
figure, hisstrength of body, and his indomitable courage. Onthe
other hand, a thing greatly to be lamented, he was extremely
proud in spirit, and immoderately fond of rashly courting
danger. For this, a8 no doubt we may be allowed to believe,
he had to submit to many hardships, and to endure a very long
estrangement from the helm of state,
. While the before-named king Celred was unrelentingly pur-
suing him from place to place, the strength of himself and his
adherents being now quite exhausted amid the doubtful perils
of warfare, he repaired, according to his usual wont, to Guth-
lac, the man of God, his confessor ; to the end that, finding all
human counsel fail, he might obtain that of God; and with great
humility disclosed to him those complaints which tribulation
extorted from him. When the holy man of God had heard
his words, in soothing language he consoled him, and, as though
an interpreter of a Divine oracle, revealed to him in its proper
order each event as the same should befall him; promising
him the rule over his own people, the conquest of his enemies,
and the sovereignty over other nations. Nor were these things
to come to pass through fighting, blows, or effusion of blood ; but
he bade him have full confidence that through the Divine
power and goodness he should obtain the sume.

To this he added, by way of admonition, *Acknowledge
the Lord thy God, and above all things fear Him : make it thy
study also to venerate the Holy Church. Oftentimes lament
the wickedness of thy misdeeds, and with constancy observe
thy purpose of leading a good life ; and hope for the sure assist-
ance of the Lord, if thou shalt first in His presence have offer-
ed up the merits of good works.”

6 A title given to princes of the royal family among the Anglo-Saxons.

7 This is evidently a mistake. According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle,
(under the years 626.and 716) Alwy was the son of Eawa, who was the
brother of Penda.
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With these words and this doctrine Ethelbald was so much
refreshed in spirit, that, without delay, in presence of his
father Guthlac and the other persons then standing by, that
which he conceived in his heart to do, he pronounced with his
lips; and declared that as soon as it should be his lot peace-
fully to arrive at the helm of state, he would found in that
same spot a monastery of religious, to the praise of God, and in
memory of his said father Guthlac. This promise in after-
times he efficiently and devoutly fulfilled.

In the meanwhile, however, after some time had elapsed, the
before-named Ethelbald, being still an exile, and lying concealed
in secluded spots, heard tidings of the death of tbe holy man ;
upon which, full of grief and sorrow, he hasteneu to the spot.
After shedding many tears and praying at great length, while
he was watching in an adjoining cottage, the holy man ap-
peared to him, and consoled him in these words: ¢ Have con-
fidence, my son, and be not sorrowful ; for, through my inter-
cession, the Lord hath heard thy prayers, and, before the
present year shall have run its course, thou shalt gain the
sceptre of the kingdom, and shalt in happiness enjoy a length-
ened course of days.”” To this, he made answer, My lord,
what shall be a sign to me, that these things shall thus come
to pass ?”’  “ To-morrow, before the third hour of the day,”
the holy man replied, ¢ to those who are dwelling in this isle
of Croyland, food shall unexpectedly be given.”

Thenceforth, bearing in mind everything that had thus been
said to him, with undoubting hope he believed that the same
should come to pass. Nor did his faith deceive him ; for he
found that all things were carried into effect in accordance with
the prophecy of the man of God. .

‘Guthlac, the servant of God, being thus dead and buried,
upon his intercession being invoked, signs, displayed in miracles
.and wondrous healings, began oftentimes to gleam forth ; which
(as from your® archives I have been enabled to collect) are sct
-forth clearly and in a most perspicuous stylein the book which
treats of his Life and Miracles. When king Ethelbald found
that his blessed consoler was conspicuous for his miraculous
powers, full of gladness and devotion, he sought the place of
his burial, and, having now gained the sovereignty, with the

9 He addresses his brethren, the monks of Croyland.
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greatest care fulfilled the promises which he had formerly
made to the man of God, while he was still alive.

Immediately sending for a certain monk of Evesham, Ke-
nulph by name, a person famed for his religious life, he gave,
granted, and for ever confirmed to him and those there serving
God, the isle of Croyland, to the end that he might found a con-
vent there. He also fully absolved the whole of the island
from all rents and secular dues, and secured the same in pre-
sence of the bishops and nobles of his kingdom by his charter ;
which was to the following effect :

¢ Ethelbald, by Divine Providence, king of the Mercians, to
all followers of the catholic faith, health everlasting. To the
King of all kings and the Creator of all mankind, I do with ex-
ceeding joy return thanks, for that He hath patiently borne with
me, though polluted with all sins, even unto the present time,
and hath in His mercy drawn me away therefrom, and hath in
some measure elevated me to the acknowledgment of His name.
‘Wherefore it is good for me to adhere unto God, and in Him to
place my hope. But how shall I repay God for all that He
hath bestowed upon me, in order that I may do that which
is pleasing unto Him in the sight of living men? Inasmuch
as without Him we possess nothing, are nothing, and are able
to do nothing. For He, the author of our salvation, and the
bestower of all things, with great readiness receiveth the very
least of our gifts, that so He may have a cause for repaying us
with joys mighty and infinite. Those who follow His doctrines
with the works of mercy, He thus consoles, saying, ¢Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me.”® Hence it is, that, having been in-
structed by the counsels, and prevailed upon by the prayers, of
the devout anchorite Guthlac, my dearly beloved confessor, I
have joyfully formed the following determination. As a per-
petual testimony to be preserved thereof, I do by this public
deed! give, grant, and deliver unto Almighty God, the blessed
Virgin, and Saint Bartholomew, out of my demesnes, for the
purpose of founding a monastery of Black Monks,"'* serving God
in conformity with the rules of Saint Benedict, the whole island
of Croyland, the same to be set apart for the site of an abbey,

10 St, Matthew, xxv. 40. 11 Or, more strictly, “ patent,” or * open

chirograph.” 11* This is the first of the supposed anachronisis
noticed by Hickes. ]
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and severally to be held; being surrounded by four rivers,
that is to say, by the river called Shepishee, on the east; by
the river called Nene, on the west ; by the river called Southee,
on the south ; and by the river called Asendyk, on the north,
where runs the Common Drain? between Spalding and the said
island ; the same being also four leagues' in length and three
leagues in breadth : together with the marsh lands adjoining
thereto, which lie towards the west, and opposite to the said
island, on either side of the river Welland ; one part of which,
called Goggislound, on the north side of the river Welland, is two
leagues in length,"* extending from the bridge of Croyla.nd by
which the island is entered, as far as Aspath, and is one league in
breadth, extending from the river Welland, which liesto the south
thereof, as far as Apenholt on the north, near the banks of the
said river, the same being throughout the whole length thereof
of equal breadth; and the other part of the said marsh, on
the south side of the river Welland, is two leagues in length,
from the bridge of Croyland as far as Southlake, near the
~banks and opposite to Aspath, and two leagues in breadth
from the river Welland as far as Fynset, near the river Nene,
on the south side of the said marsh: together with several
piscary in the rivers Welland and Nene, as far as the before-
mentioned limits of either of the said marshes, and in all the
waters that encompass the said island. And, for the said
purpose, I have appointed a certain monk of Evesham, Ke-
nulph by name, a man of approved piety, to be abbat thereof,
to the end that he may there collect monks of the said order,
of approved life, in subjection to himself; and have granted to
them from my treasury, for the purpose of building the -said
monastery, in the first year, three hundred pounds of lawful
money, and, during the ten years next ensuing, one hundred
pounds in each year; and have given them permission to build
a vill there, a8 also to enclose as much of the said two marshes
lying on the west, for the use of themselves and their people,

13 This is probably an arm of the river Welland, now called the ¢ Shire
Drain,” which runs along the southern border of the county, and falls
into the Wash, at the mouth of the river Nene. These streams are gene-
rally called “waters” in the original.

13 Leuca. The “leuca,” or French league, generally consisted of 1500
paces; but Ingulph in another passage speaks of it as containing 2000 paces.

14 The length is measured from east to west, and the breadth from north
to south.
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as to'the said monks shall seem fit. I do therefore will, that
the aforesaid monks shall have these my gifts, with all their
appurtenances, free of and acquitted from all secular burdens,
as a perpetual alms from me, together with all the profits
and advantages that may arise or be derived within the afore-
said limits, as well above ground as beneath, together with
common of pasture for all kinds of animals, at 'all seasons, for
themselves as well as their men or tenants with them there
dwelling, on either side of the river Welland, that is to say, on
the one side, as far as the lands of Medeshamsted and on the
other, as far as the buildings of Spalding ; together with all
liberties and free customs, as fully as in times past the royal
power has bestowed the same upon any church in my kingdom.

And I do further strictly command, that if any person shall
presume to devise any 1mped1mont in contravention of this
exercise of my authority, that so they may not peacefully possess
whatever has been given and granted by me, the same per-
son shall pay one hundred pounds of lawful money into my
treasury, and shall, in addition thereto, make due satisfaction to
the said monks for their losses and expenses thereby incurred.
1 do also entreat all my posterity, who shull succeed me on the
throne, so to keep inviolate this my censure and condemnation,
as they shall wish to receive the due reward of justice, and to
«scape the punishment of avarice. And may he who shall up-
hold and defend these alms-deeds of mine be eternally re-
warded, by being chosen as one of the elect of God. This my
charter was confirmed in the year from the Incarnation of Christ,
716, as is attested beneath by the following trust-worthy wit-
nesses, with the sign of the Holy Cross. + I, Ethelbald,
king of the Mercians, have, of my gratuitous will and consent,
contirmed the same. + I, Brithwald, archbishop of Canterbury,
have ratified the same. + I, Wynfrid, bishop of the Mercians,
have approved of the same. + I, Ingwald, bishop of London,
have fully consented hereto. + I, Aldwin, bishop of Lichfield,
have sanctioned the same. + I, Tobias, bishop of Rochester,
have applauded the same. + I, Ethelred, abbat of Bardeney,

have greatly desired the same. + I, Egwald, abbat of Me-
deshamsted, have earnestly requested the same. + I, Egga,
earl of meoln have advised the same. + I, Leuric, earl of
Leicester, have given my assent hereto. + I Saxulph, son
of earl Saxulph, have supported the same. + I, Ingulph,
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priest and an humble servant, being summoned, have heard the
same. + I, Ethelbald, who unworthy as I am, still, by the
Divine forbearance, guide the helm of the kingdom of the Mer-
cians, do, with the greatest faithfulness, in all humility return
unto Christ my Creator ; of whom in the Psalm it is written by
the prophet, ¢ His tender mercies are over all His works ;' to
His goodness I do wholly submit myself, and to the prayers
and spiritual services of holy mother Church do commend my-
self.”
Upon this occasion it was, that a certain poet wrote the
following lines :—
¢ This abbey, Christ, I, Ethelbald, the king

Of Anglia, by God’s grace, have for Thee built.

The isle of Croyland, of the king’s demesne,

That same, Oh Jesus! do I grant to Thee—

The whole, great God, with its encircling streams

On every side, 1 do to Thee present. .

Three hundred pounds the building to promote

‘T'his year, I hereby pledge myself to give—

And, in the following ten, one hundred pounds

Each year, [ will unto the builders pay.

Kenulph, the monk of Evesham profess’d,

Shall be first abbat; him I do appoint.

The gifts, too, of my nobles I confirm,

Should they grant lands or tenements to God.

Should any native Kenulph e’er molest,

His chattels all I hereby confiscate,

And, till he shall due reparation make

Unto the monks, he shall in prison lie.

The English nobles and my prelates all

Before the Lord are witnesses hereof.

Guthlac, confessor, saint, and anchorite

Here lies ; before him I these words do speak—

May that most holy priest for ever pray

For us, before whose tomb this grant I make.”

Croyland eonsisting of fenny lands, (as, in fact, its name in-
dicates, for it means ¢ crude’ and ‘“muddy” land), it was
not able to support a foundation of stone; wherefore, the
king ordered huge piles of oak and beech in countless
numbers fo be driven into the ground, and solid earth to be
brought by water in boats a distance of nine miles, from a
place called Upland, (which means the “ higher ground,”) and
to be thrown into the marsh. And thus, whereas the holy

¥ Psalm cxlv. 9.

N
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Guthlac had been previously content with an oratory made of
wood, he both began and finished a church, founded a convent,
enriched the place with decorations and lands, and other va-
luable possessions, and loved the spot with the greatest ten-
derness all the days of his life. And never, at any time,
_ since its first foundation by the hands of the said king, has
the monastery of Croyland been in want of religious to dwell
therein, even unto the present day.

* There were also in those times, some persons in the said
island who led there the lives of recluses, and who, main-
taining a holy friendship with the man of God, had resorted to
him as long as he lived, just as sick men do to a physician ;
and thus, by his teaching and example, obtaining healing sup-
plies for their souls.

Of these, one had been recently converted to the catholiv
faith, Cissa by name, a man sprung from a noble family, and,
in former times, of great influence in worldly matters ; but now,
having left all things behind, he had become a follower of his
Lord Jesus Christ. Another was Bettelm, a most attached
servant of the father before named. A third was Egbert, who
was admitted by him to a more strict confidence than any of
the rest. A fourth was Tatwin, who had formerly been his
guide and steersman to the said island. All these had sepa-
rate dwellings to the end of their lives, with the sanction of
the before-named abbat, Kenulph, in different cottages, situate
not far from the oratory of the holy father, Guthlac.

Saint Pcga, however, the sister of our holy father Guthlac
before named, shortly after the close of the first year from his
death, leuving there, in the hands of abbat Kcnulph, the
scourge of Saint Bartholomew and the Psalter of her brother,
together with some other relics, returned by boat to her
cell, which lay to the west, at a distance of four leagues from
the oratory of her said brother. Having lived here two years
and three months in tearful lamentations, she travelled, suffer-
ing greatly from cold and hunger, to the threshold of the
Apostles Peter and Paul. On entering the citfv of Rome,
after suddenly causing all the bells to ring for the space of
one hour, she proclaimed to the citizens the merits of her
sanctity : and there, devoting herself entirely to the service of
God, at last fulfilled the number of her days in the fear of
the Lord. Her holy body being there committed to the earth
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among many other holy relics belonging to the Roman city,
her spirit, quitting the toils of this present existence, ascended
to eternal rest.

King Ethelbald, before-named, his monastery of Croyland
being now erected and completely finished, gave his utmost
attention both to promoting the good of the holy church every-
where throughout his kingdom, and to bestowing dignities and
privileges upon other convents of religious men and women as
well. Accordingly, for the purpose of strengthening the li-
berties of the church throughout his kingdom, in the third
year of his reign, we read that he promulgated the following
statute :—

“ Whereas it frequently happens, in accordance with the
uncertain vicissitudes of temporal affairs, that those institutions
which have been founded upon the testimony and by the counsel
of many and faithful persons, are, through the contumacy
of still more, and by means of machinations and fraudulent
pretences, without any consideration of what is reasonable,
und to the peril of their own souls, brought to nothing; unless
the establishment thereof has, on the authority of letters and
by the testimony of hand-writing, been consigned to memory
in all time to come. Wherefore, I, Ethelbald, king of the Mer-
cians, in consideration of my love of the heavenly land, and
for the redemption of my own soul, am sensible that I ought to
form a determination, by good works, to make it free from all
the bonds of sin. And moreover, inasmuch as the Almighty,
in the merciful exercise of His clemency, without any pre-
ceding merits of mine, hath bestowed upon me the sceptre of
this kingdom, I do willingly make repayment to Him out of
that which He hath so given me. For the better carrying
out this purpose, I do, while I am still alive, grant the fol-
lowing privilege ; that all monasteries and churches in my
kingdom shall be free and exempt from all public taxes, works,
and burdens, except only the building of castles and bridges,
from which no person can ever be made exempt. And
turther, the servants of God are to have full liberty in the
enjoyment of the produce of their woods, the fruit of their
fields, and the taking of fish; nor are they to make offerings
of any prescnts whatever to the king, or to the nobles, unless
the same be voluntary : but they are to be at liberty to serve
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the Lord in peaceful contemplation throughout the whole of
my realm to the end of time.”

The before-named king Ethelbald, after a reign of forty-one
years, having rashly engaged in battle at Seggeswold,' with
the tyrant Bernred, was there slain, in accordance with a
prophecy of the holy father, Guthlac. The tyrant Bernred,
however, had not long to glory in his excessive tyranny, for
he perished in the same year. King Ethelbald was buried at
Ripadium, or Ripedune,"” which was at that time a very cele-
brated monastery, and, with the consent of thenobles of the
whole of Mercia, left the kingdom of the Mercians to Offa,
grandson to his uncle by the father’s side. Offa was the son
of Dignfert, the son of Enulph, the son of Osmod, the son of
Eoppa, the son of Wibba, father of king Penda.

This Offa reigned forty years, and founded a monastery of
Black Monks at the city of Verulam, in honour of God and
of Baint Alban, the protomartyr of the English. Shewing
himself everywhere most duteous to the saints of God, and
ever ready to listen to the prayers of religious men, at the en-
treaty of Patrick, the lord abbat of Croyland, who had suc-
ceeded Kenulph, the first abbat thereof, he by his charter con-
firmed the grant of his monastery of Croyland in the following
words :—

¢ Offa, king of the Mercians, to all lovers of Christ through-
out the whole kingdom of Mercia, health everlasting. Al-
ways keeping in remembrance that the days of man are
short, and that, in this fewness of our days, whatsoever a man
shall sow that same he shall reap, it is my desire, by the holy
acts of my present life, to purchase for myself and to reap
an everlasting reward in that to come. I do therefore take
into my hands Patrick, abbat of Croyland, and the monks
there serving God, and all their servants, as also the place it~
self, and I do command, that, in like manner as my brethren
the monks of Saint Alban’s, they shall be free and discharged
from all secular burdens, and shall everywhere throughout my
kingdom be held acquitted from the payment of all taxes:
and I do confirm to them their aforesaid monastery, together

16 Saxwold, in Lincolnshire, is probably the place referred to. The
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Henry of Huntingdon, and Simeon of Durham,
eall this place Secandune. Matthew of Westminster calls it Sacchenda.

17 Repton, in Derbyshire.
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with all their possessions and. all other things whatsoever,
which my kinsman, the late renowned king Ethelbald, the
founder of the said monastery, bestowed upon the same, and
whatsoever his nobles or mine have since bestowed or shall
bestow hereafter, as also whatsoever the faithful in Christ
shall in all times hereafter bestow upon the said monastery of
Croyland. This present deed, in the year from the Incarnation
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 793, I, Offa, king of the Mercians,
have granted and confirmed. + I, Athelard, archbishop of
Canterbury, have cousented hereto. + I, Aftgbald, bishop of
‘Winchester, have subscribed hereto. + I, Aldred, bishop of
Dorchester, have set my sign hereto. + I, Aldulph, bishop
of Lichfield, have approved hereof. + I, Benna, abbat of
Medeshamsted, have confirmed the same. + I, Ceolburga,
abbess of Berdea,'® have sanctioned the same. + I, earl .
Heabricht, at the command of my lord the king, have signed
the same. <+ I, Tilhere, the priest of my lord the king,
Offa, have, at his mandate, written this deed with my own
hand.”

. In the year following, the said Offa, king of the Mercians,
departed this lite on the fourth day before the calends of
August, and his son Egbert succeeded to the glories of his rule;
but, after having reigned one hundred and forty-one days, he
was seized with a malady, and departed this life. He was
succeeded by Kenulph, a mighty man, and happy in his holy.
offspring ; in peace, piety, and justice, for a period of twenty-
six years, he most gloriously guided the helm of state.

After Kenulph, the first abbat thereof, the before-named
Patrick succeeded to the pastoral office of the abbey of Croy-
land. He was succeeded, in the time of king Kenulph, by
Siward, the third abbat of the said monastery. He was re-
lated by blood to king Kenulph, and, being a man of great
piety, and his confessor, and admitted by him to the strictest
intimacy, by the royal munificence, in the twelfth year of his
reign, he obtained a charter to the following effect :

¢ Kenulph, by the mercy of God, king of the Mercians,
to all the Mid-Angles throughout the whole of Mercia, who
confess the Christian faith, perfect peace and health ever-
lusting, Know, all and each of you, that the Lord hath, by
most signal signs and by remarkable prodigies, wrought won.

18 Perhaps meaning Bardney, in Lincolnshire,
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drous new and innumerable miracles, by his Saint, the most
blessed confessor of Christ, Guthlac, whose body rests in the
monastery of Croyland; as I and my queen have on our late
pilgrimage with our own eyes beheld; and hath thereby rendered
him more refulgent and conspicuous in the eyes of the whole
world. Wherefore, at the entreaty of that most religious man,
our spiritual father and counsellor, Siward, lord abbat of the
said monastery, the venerable father Wulfred, the lord arch-
bishop of Canterbury, who accompanied us on our pilgrim-

age, counselling and advising us thereto, I have taken under
my protection the said monastery of Croyla.nd together with
the whole of the island adjoining thereto, according as the
snme is by boundaries set forth in the charter of the late
king Ethelbald its founder, as also the monks of the said
monastery, and the lay brethren and all the servants there-
of. Moreover, all pilgrims going thither for the purposes
of devotion, and returning with the mark of Saint Guthlac
upon their cowls or hoods, I do will to be free and absolved
for all future time from all tribute and tolls, wheresoever
throughout the whole kingdom of Mercia they shall come.
And further, as to the alms-gift which Thorold, the sheriff of
Lincoln, has given to the said monks in Bokenhale ; as also
the alms-gift which Geolph, the son of Malte, has given to them
in Halington ; as also the alms-gift which Fregest, the most
valiant knight, my former tutor, has given to them in Lang-
toft ; asalso the alms-gift which Algar, who is still my knight,
has given to them in Baston and Repingale; I do give, grant,and
confirm the same as a perpetual possession unto God and Saint
Guthlac, and to the aforesaid monastery and the monks serving
God therein. In the year from the Incarnation of Christ, 806, I,

Kenulph, king of the Mercians, have signed this charter with
the sign of the holy cross. + I, Wulfred, archbishop of Can-
terbury, have advised the same to bedone. + I, Kinebert, bishop
of Winchester, have set my sign hereto. 4+ I, Wonwona, bishop
of Lcicester, have consented hereto. + I, Celred, abbat of Mc-
deshamsted, own brother of Siward, the lord abbat, have zeul-
ously promoted the same. <+ I, Cuthred, king of Kent, at the
command of my lord the king Kenulph have given my consent
hereto. + I, Ceolwulph, brother of my lord the king Kenulph;

have approved of the same. <+ I, Algar, the thane, have been
present hereat. + I, Sigga, the priest, by the command of
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my lord the king Kenulph, have presented this charter, written
with my own hand, in presence of my venerable fathers and
lords aforesaid, to 'the venerable Siward, lord abbat of Croy-
land, before-named.”

In the year of our Lord Christ, 819, Kenulph, the renowned
king of the Mercians, after having reigned for a period of
twenty-six years, to the great grief of all, ended his worldly
career, after many good works, which in his lifetime he had
done with equal sanctity and zeal. His body was consigned
to the tomb at Wynchelcombe,? a monastery of Black Monks,
which he had built from the foundatlon while his blessed
soul sought the realms of heaven.

He left his son Saint Kenelm, a boy then seven years old,
heir to the throne. Through the treachery of his sister Q.uen-
dreda (with so great ambition did this most wicked woman
aspire to the sceptre of the kingdom), within a few months
after the death of his father, he was slain in a certain wood,
whither he had, toward the close of the day, been taken to
walk. Here this most innocent boy was most cruelly martyred
by Ascebert, his tutor, and only through a divine miracle his
body was at last discovered; a ray, containing an immense
body of light, having shone throughout a whole night upon
the body of the martyr. Upon this it was taken to Wyn-
chelcombe, and there solemnly buried in the tomb at the side
of his father.

After his martyrdom, his uncle Ceolwulph, the brother of
king Kenulph, succeeded to the kingdom of the Mercians, and
reigned one year ; being in the second year of his reign ex-
pelled by one Bernulph, a foolish man, but remarkable for his
wealth and influence, though in no way connected with the
royal line.

In the third year of his reign Bernulph was conquered in
battle and put to flight by Egbert, king of Wessex : after
which, striving to make amends for his slothfulness, he led an
4army against the East-Angles, who by entreaties and money
had aroused the West-Saxons against him ; but he was shortly
after defeated by them in a pitched battle, ’and alain.

He was succeeded on the throne by Ludecan, his kinsman,
who, after a reign of two years, while making preparations to

¥ Or Winchcomb, in Glonpgtershire.
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