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‘INTRODUCTION. 3 

INDUCED by a-eenseef duty to my country, and 

by the application'of mahy ofemy worthy fricnie, sdite'o 
_ vhom are-of the'first characters, I have'conclided to fiib- 

dith the: following narrative of the extraordinary ‘scenes 
‘of ‘my captivity, and’ the discoveriés whith I'madde'in ‘the 
‘course of ‘the same, of ihe cruel and relentless dishosttion 
‘and behaviour-of the enchty, to@urds the firlsoners'in thdir 
ylower; from which the ‘state:polttician, and every grada- 

tion of character among ihe people; tothe worty tiller of 

the boil, nny detice ‘such “inferences “da they shall think 
Proper to barry into firecrice. Sonte vith \ave'afifiointed 

into ‘offite, Mmiaie Srdita, Who redd ‘the history of ‘the 
craelties of this wir, With Me sane Carélése initgerence, 
We Vey to the ‘pupes' of ihe Rértan Tteiory'; hay, “vstie 
Ure fireferred to jladte Uf traet aiid NPE by Me tbry’in- 
frtence. The Detititees wre CThopie) but Pore, ‘aha ieatavide 
aitifreémen in Rand, ‘to - prevent tnelr farther Injlucnice, 
Wwhich,.of til-orher ‘things, ‘would be the most danefil to 

the liberties and happiness. of this country ; and, fo Yer 
as Huth duct: Yokes place, rob us of the victory we 

have obtained at the exfience dfs much blood and tredeure. 
I should have exhibited to the publica history of the 

Jacts herein contained, soon after my exchange, had not - 

the urgency of my private affairs, together with more 

urgent fublic business, demanded my attention, till a few 

weeks before the date hereof. The reader will readily 

diecérn; that a narrative of thie sort could not have been 
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written when I was a prisoner : My trunk and writings 
were often searched under various frretences ; 20 that I 
never wrote a syllable, or made even a rough minute where- 
on, I might predicate thie narrative, but trusted solely to 

my memory for the wholes Ihave, however, taken the 

greatest care and pains to recollect the facts and arrange 

them ;: but ae they toucha variety of characters and ofific- 

site intereate, -I am sensible that all will not be: pleased 

_ with the relation of them: Be thie as it will, I have made 
truth my invariable. guide, and stake my honor on the 

truth of the facts. Ihave been very generous with the 

British in giving them full and ample credit for all their 

good usage, of any considerable consequence, which Emet . 
with among them, during my captivity ; which was easily 

done, aa I met:with but little, in. comparison of the bad 

which, by reason of the great filurality of it, could not. be 
contained in so concise @ narrative ; 20 that I am certain 

that I have more fully enumerated the fevours which I 

received, than the abueea which I suffered. The: critic 

will ‘be fileaeed to excuse any inaccuracice in the fer- 

formance itself, ae the author has anfecinenetely missed of 
.@ iberal education, 

 BTHAN ALLEN, i 

ideale vies Dhaney aby: 179. 
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“NARRATIVE 

OF 

Col. ETHAN ALLEN’s 

CAPTIVITY: 

EVER since I arrived to a state. of man- 
hood, and acquainted myself with the gener- 

al history of mankind, I have felt a sincere 

passion. for liberty. The history of nations, : 
doomed to perpetual slavery, in consequence 
of yielding up to tyrants their natural-born 

_ liberties, I read. with a sort of. philosophical 
horror ; so that the first systematical and 
bloody attempt, at Lexington, to enslave A- 
merica, thoroughly electrified my mind, ‘and 
fully determined me to take part with my 

country : And, while I was wishing for an 

opportunity My sigoalize myself in its behalf, 
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directions were privately sent to me from the 
then colony (now state) of Connecticut, to 

raise the Green Mountain Boys, and if .possi- 
ble, with them to surprise and take the fortress, 
Ticonderoga. This ‘enterprise I cheerfully 
undertook ; and, after first guarding all the 
several, ~ passes t that led thither, to, cyt, off all 

intelligence between the garrison and the coun- 

try, made a foreed. march from Bennington, and 
_ arrived at the lake opposite to Ticonderoga, on 

the evening of the-ninth:.day of May, 1775, 
with two hundred and thirty valiant Green 

Mountain Boys ; and it was with the utmost 
difficulty that I procured boats to cross the 
_lake._.However, I landed eighty three men. 

near. the garrison, and sent the boats back for 
the year guard, ‘commanded by Col.’ Seth 
Wamer ; but the day began to dawn, and'T 
found tmayself under a necessity to attack the 
fort, before the rear could cross the lake ; and, | 

as it was viewed hazardous, I harrangued the 
officers and soldiers in the manner following : 

“« Friends. and. fellow soldiers, you have fora 
> pumber of years past, becn a scourge and ter... 

‘Tor to arbitrary power. Your valor has been 
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famed abrond, and ackaowledged;'as appeata 
_ by the -edviee and Grier to: ney frémy the Gem 

eral: Assembly of Connecticut, to surprise and 
‘take the garriven ‘how before us. J ‘now pro 
pose: to advante! before you, and; im “person, 
eontloct: you throrigh the wicket: gate 3. for we 

to valor, ‘or possess ourscives of this fortress 
in. a few. minutes ;: and, inssmuchias it isa 

desperate aceemipt, which none Sut the bewvest 
‘of men dare undertake, [donot urge: iton 
‘any contrary to his will Youths williundert 
take voluntarily, poise yout firelocks:'ti\0° °°: 
The men being, at: this: time, drawa-up in 

three ranks, cach. poised his firelock: ‘I:order- 
ed ther to face tothe right: and; atthe head 
of the centre-file,’ marched them immediately 

to the wicket paite-aforemid, whére I founda 
‘sentry posted; whe instantly snapped ‘his fusee 

at the: ‘Fran immediately tow wds him, and 
he retreated through the coveréd way into the 
“parade” within the garrison, gauve‘a ‘halloo, and 

ray under a bomb-proof.” “My patty, who fol- 

lowed. me into the fort, T formed on the parade 
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in such manner. as to face the two barracks, 
which faced each other. The garrison being 

- asleep, except the sentries, we gave thre¢ huz- 

sentries made. a pass atone of-my officers with 
‘a charged’ bayonet, and slightly ‘wounded him: 
any first thought was to: kill ‘him with my 
sword ; but, in an instant, I altered the design 

. and fury of the blow to.a slight:cut on the side 
of the'head; upon’which he'dropped his gun, 
and asked ‘quarter;: which I-readily granted 

him, :and-demanded of ‘him’. the place where. 
the conimanding officer kept ;. he:shewed mea 

‘pair ‘of’ stairs ‘in: the front of:a barrack, on: the 
‘west part of ‘the garrison, which: led up»toa 
second: story’ in said ‘barrack, to which J imme. 

- diately ‘repaired,’ and ordered.the commander, 
Capt. Delaplace, to come forth instantly, or I 
-would ‘sacrifice the whole : garrison ;. at which 
the Capt. came immediately.to the door, with 
/his breeches in his hand; when I ordered him 

to deliver to me ‘the fort instantly : he asked 
‘me by what authority. I demanded it : I ans- 

 wered him, “In the name. of the great Jeho- 
vah, and the Continental Congress.” ‘Theau- 
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thority of the Congress being very little known 
at that time, he began to. speak again; but I 
interrupted him, and, with my drawn sword 
over his head, again demanded ‘an immediate 
surrender. of. the garrison ; with which he then 
complied, and ordered his, men to be forthwith 
paraded without arms, as he had given up the 
gatrison : In the mean time some of my offi- 
cers had’given: orders, and, in consequence 
thereof, sundry of the barrack doors were beat 

down, and about one third of the’ garrison im- 
prisoned, ‘which consisted’ of the said com- 

- mander, a Lieutenat Feltham, .a conductor of 

artillery; a gunner, two serjeants, and_forty- 

four'rank arid: file ; about one hundred pie- 

césof ‘cannon, one thirteen inch mortar, anda 

number ‘of swivels. This surprise was catri- 

ed'into’ execution in the gray of the morning - 

of the ‘tenth day of May, 1775. The sun 

seemed to rise‘that morning with a superior 
lustre ; and ‘Ticonderoga and its dependencies 
smiled on its conquerors, who tossed about the 

flowing bowl; and wished success to Congress, 

and ‘the liberty ‘and freedom! of America.. Hap- 

py it was for me, at that time, that’ the then 
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future pages of the bbok f Tate, Which alter- 
wards unfolded:amisérable’sceite' ot two'y years 
and eight months inpprisobiiviedtt Were Hid from 
my ‘view. Buttoretum to iy’ natritibn’: ‘Col. 
Warner, with the-rear:giiard; eossed the Tike, 
and joined me carly ‘in'the homing, whdin'l 
sent off, without loss of tame, with ab0ut dite 

hundred «men, to take possession of Crown 
Point, which was garrisoned, with 1a sérfewt 

and twelve men ; which he took possession of 
the: same day, as also of' upwards. oftone hundred 
pieces ofcainon. But one thing ow remaisted 
tobe done, to make ourselves complete masters 
of lake Champlain; this was to possess ourselves — 
of a sloop of war,, which was then lying at. Se 
John’ s; to effect which, it. was agreed in a> ”" 

council of war, to arm and man out a. certain wi 

schooner, which lay at South Bay, and that | Be 
Capt. (now general) Arnold should command w 

| her, and that I should command the batteaux, Bp ih 
The necessary préparations being made, we. ol 

set sail from "Ticonderoga, i in quest of the sleap . 
a | which was much larger, and carried more guns | 4 

i. and heavier metal than the. schooner, Gene. i 
ral Arnold, with the schooner sailing faster 
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by surprise, possessed himselk, of, thei a de 
before I could 1 arrive with; the. batteaux,;: He. 

\ also, made prisoners.of. a, Sergeant, aneh twelee.: 

men, who.w: ere, garrisoned at thas place. tis. 
worthy . a ark thats, af.,s0on/ a8,generah, Ate 
nold had secured | the, prisoners.on, board, and, 
had made preparation ; for ; Sailing, the, wind,; 

which but a few hours ‘before was fresh in the, 
south, and well served to carry us to St. John’s,., 

now shifted, and came fresh from the nerth.;, 

and, in about one hour’s time, Gen, Arnold, 

sailed: with the prize and schooner for Ticon-., 

deroga.. When I met him with my’ party, 

within a few miles of St. John’s, he saluted me, 
with: a’ discharge of cannon,. which I returned, 

with a volley of small arms: This, being. re- 

peated three times, I went on board the slagp , 

with. my party, where several loyal Congress 
§ healths..were drank. We were now masters 

of ‘lake Champlain, and the garrison depending, 
thereon. This success 1 viewed of conse- 
quence in the scale of Américan pollitics for, 
if-a settlement, béitvéen the ‘then: colonies ‘arid . 
iad in soon takers. ivr it would ; 
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have: been easy to have restored these asquisi- | 
tions ; but viewing the then future consequen- 
ces of a cruel war;as it‘has really proved to be, 
and the conigiand of that lake, garrisons, artil- 
lery, &c: it must be viewed to be of signal im- 

portance to the American cause, and it is mar- 
vellous to me, that we ever lost the command of 

it. Nothing but taking a Burguoyne, with a 

whole British army, could, in my opinion, 

_ atone for it; and, notwithstanding such an ex. 
traordinary victory, we must be obliged to re- 

gain the command of that lake again, be the 

cost what it will: By doing this, Canada will 
easily be brought into union and confederacy 

~/with the United States of America.‘ Such an 

event would put it out of the power. of the 
western tribes of Indians to carry on a war 

with us, and be a solid and durable bar against 

any: farther inhuman barbarities committed on 

our frontier inhabitants, by cruel and blood. . 
thirsty savages ; for it is impossible for them 

to carry ana wer, except they are supported >. 

by ‘the tradetand _cotnmerct of some civilized - 
se * jtation ; which | £0 them would: ‘bg impracticable, 
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COL. E. ‘ALLEN’S CAPTIVITY. 13 

did , Canada’ commmppse a ohe of. ‘the. Anion 
empire... |, j a 

_ Early. in the. fall of the, year, hes little army; 

: under the ;,command ,,ofithe- Generals Scuyler 
and Montgomery, were ordered to advance.into 

Canada. ') I was at Ticonderoga, when this or-! 

der. arrived ;, and the Generals, with most of the 

field officers, requested me:to. attend them in 

the expedition ; and, though-at that time-I had 

no:commission from Congress, yet they engag 

ed me, that I should be considered as an -offi- 

cer, ‘the same as though I hada commission : 

and should, as occasion might require,’ com- 

mand certain detachiments. of'the army —This 
I considered as an honorable offer, and did not’ 

hesitate to comply with it, and advanced with 

the army to the isle Aux-Noix’;: from wherice 
I.was ordered by the general to go in company 

with Major Brown, | and! certain’ interpreters, 
through the woods mto Canada, with ‘letters'to 
the Canadians, and 'to'let them know, that the 

design of the army was only against the Eng: 

lish garrisons, and not the country, their Jiber: 
ties, or religion : and having, through much 
danger, on this business, . Lreturned'to 

a 
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14 A NARRATIVE OF 

the Isle: Aux: Noix the fore part of September, 
when Gen. Schuyler returned to Albany’; and - 
in consequence the command devolved upon 

Gen. Montgomery, whom ‘I assisted in laying 

a line of circumvallation round the fortress, St 
John’s.’ After which I’ was ordered, by the | 
general, to make ‘a’ second tour into Canada, 
upon ‘nearly the same ‘design as before; ‘and 
Withdl to’ observe the disposition, designs and 

movements of the inhabitants of the country, 

This:reconnoitre I undertook with reluctance, 
choosing rather'to assist at the siege of St, 
John’s, which was ‘then closely invested; but 
my esteem for the gencral’s person, and ‘pins 
ion of him asa politician and brave wena i 

duced me to'préceed. 
I passed through all the snieilie on the 

viver Sorrel, to a parish af the mouth of the - 

same, which is called by the same ‘name, 

preaching politics ; and went from thence: 
across the Sorrel to the river St. Lawrence, - 

and tip the river through the parishes to Lon. 
gueil, and so far met with’ good success as 
an. itinerant, In this round, my guard: were 

 Ganadians, my interpreter, and-some few at- 
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tendants excepted. On the morniug of the 

24th day of September, I set out with my 
guard of about eighty men, from Longueil, 
to go to La Prairie; from whence;1 ‘deters 

mined to go to Gen. Montgomery’s, camp. ; 

but had not advanced two miles before I met 

with Major Brown, who has:since: been ad- 

yanced to the rank of a Colonel,; who desized 
m¢ to halt, saying that he had something, of 

importance to communicate tome and, my 
confidants; upon. which I halted the party, 

and went into an house, and took a private 
room, with him and several of niy associates, 
where. Col, Brown proposed: that, ‘‘ Provid- 
ed I would return to. Longueil,: and procure 

some canoes, so.as to cross the viver St. Law. © 

rencealittle. north of Montreal, he would cross 

jta little to the south of the town, with near 

two hundred men, as he had boats sufficient; 

: and. that we would, make ourselves masters 

of Montreal, This, plan was readily a- 

dopted. by me and those i in council ;, and in 
consequence of which I returned to Longucil 

collected. .a. few..canoes,, and added. about 

thirty. English Americans.to.my party, and 
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crossed the river in the night of the 24th, a- 

giteable to the before proposed plan. ‘My 
whole party, at this time, consisted of about 
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whom’were Canadians. . We were the’most 

: ofthe night crossing the river, as we had so 

a” few Canoes that'they ‘had to pass and re-pass 
_ ee three’times; to carry my party‘across. Soon 

afterdaysbreak; I'set'a guard “between me 
arid the town with ‘special orders to’ let io 
person’ whatever pass or re-pass them, and 

another guard on the’ other’ end of the road; 

with like ‘diréctions;’ in the’ mean time;’I 

reconnoitered the best ground to make a det 
fence; expecting Col. Brown’s party ‘was lan- 

the day before, agreed to give three huzzas 

with hismen early in the morning, which sig- 
nal I wasto return, that we might each know 

that both parties were landed ; but the sun; 

by this time, being near two hours high, and 

to be in a premunire, ‘and would have: cross: 
ed the river back-again, but I knew.the en- 

-emy would have’ discovered such’ an’ at- 

onelitindred and ten’men, near eighty of 

ded on the other side of the town, he having 

the sign failing, I began to conclude myelf 
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tempt ; and,~as there: ‘could ' -not more than 

oné third part'of my troops cross at one time, 

‘the other two thirds would’ of course fall : 

‘into ‘their hands. ‘This Tcouid not reconcile 

tomy own feelings as a man, much less: as 

an officer : I therefore concluded’ to main- 
tain: the’ ground, ‘if possible,'and all’to fare 
alike.’ In consequence of this resolution, I 

dispatched two messengers, dnetoLa Prairie, 

to Col: Brown, andthe ‘other to L’Assomp- 

tion; a French’ settlement, to ‘Mr. Walker, 

who was in our’ interest, ‘requesting their 

‘speedy assistance, giving’ them; ‘at the same 
time, to understand ‘ iniy” critical sitvation : 

Tn the mean time, | ‘sundry persons came to 
my guards, pretending’ to be. friends, but 

were ‘by them ‘taken prisoners and brought 

to me. “These I’ ordered to confinement, 
till their. friendship could be farther confirm- 

ed; for 1 was ‘jealous they were spies, (as 
they: proved ta be ‘afierwards: One of the. 
principal of them making his escape, expos- 
ed thie weakness, of my party, which was the 
final, cause of. my “misfortune ; ; for I have 

been since SG aaraell that Mr. W alker, il 
B 2 
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greeable ta my desire, exerted himself, and 
had raised a considerable. number . of men 
‘for my assistance, which brought him into 

difficulty afterwards ; but, upon hearing of 
my, misfortune, he disbanded them again... 

. The town,of Montreal was.in great. tumult. 

Gen,..Garlton.audths royal party, made. ev; 
ery preparatioa ta go on. board. their vessels 

of force, as I was afterwards informed, but 
the spy» escaping from my guard tothe town, 
| occasioned, an alteration in their. policy, end 

emboldened Gen. ‘Carlton to send the: force, 
which , he had. there. collected, out against 
me. Ihad_previously,.chosen my..ground, 
but when I saw the number.-of, the. enemy, 
MS. they sallied out of the town, I perceived | it 

would be a day « of trouble, if not, of rebuke; ; 
but I had no chance: to fiee, as s Montreal was 

‘situated on an island, and the, river St. Law- 
rence .cut off my communication | ‘to. Gen, 
Mantgomery’s camp... I encouraged my sal- 
diery to bravely defend themselves, that we ° 
should soon have help, and that we should 

be able to keep the ground, . if no more.—= 

This, and much more, eet with the 
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gacatest seeming. assurance, end .which in 

reality J meen tobe jin same gov prob- 
able.. eee 

» The ane ~e ‘aalatiihast of not; more thanfor- 

ty, regular: oops, together with a mixed 
multitude, chieflyCanadiang, with, a .num- 
ber of English who lived in: the town, and 

some Indians;;,.in alk to she number. af mF 

five hundred... 
The reader will notice that mont ol may: par- 

ty were Canadians ; ; indeed it was a motley 

parcel of soldiery which composed, both par- 
ties... However, the enemy began the attack 
from wood-piles, ditches, buildings, and such 

like -places, at a considerable distange, andl 

returned; the fire from, a situation, more than 
equally, advantageous. ‘The attack began be- 
tween two and three of the clock in the after, 
‘noon, just before which I ordered, a.volunteer, 
by the,name. of Richard, Young, with, a detach- 
ment of men asa flank guard, which, under 
the cover of the bank of the river, could not on- 

‘ly annoy the enemy, but at the same time, 

serve as a flank guard to. the left: of: the main 
body. ¥ : , 

tie 

Path eaten 
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«) The fire>continued: for: some ‘time: on-both 

sides ; and’ I was confident ‘that such a remote 
method of attack could not carry the ground, 
provided ‘it’ ‘should ‘be’ continued till “night : 
‘But near half the body. of the enemy ‘began to 
flank réund ‘to my right ; upon which F ordered 
a volunteer, by the i name of John’ Dugan, who 

had lived ‘iany years in‘Canada;’ and‘ undet-— 
stood the French language, to detach about fif- 

ty of ‘the Canadians, and post himfelf at ‘ari ad- 

vantageous ditch, which was on ‘my right, to 
prevent my being surrounded : “He advanced 
with the’ ‘detachment, ‘but, instead‘ of occupying : 

the post, made his escape, as did likewise Mr. 
Young’ ypon''the left, with their detachments. 
T'soon perceived ‘that the enemy was in posse: - 

sion of the ground, which Dugan should have 
occupied. * At this time'l had ‘but ‘about forty- 
five men with me,'some of whom Were wound. 

‘ed, the enemy kept closing round me, nor was 

it in my power to prevent it ; by which means, | 
my situation, which was advantageous in the 
first part of the attack, ceased to beso in the 

last; and,~ being almost entirely surtounded 
with such vast unequal numbers, I ‘ordered a 

eed 
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retreat, but! found’ that those of the dein ‘who 

were of ‘the ‘country, ‘and their’ Intlians, could 

run as fast as my men, ‘dhough “ the’ régilatl 

could’ not.’ ‘Thus ‘I retreated ‘néar ‘a’ ‘mile, and 

some of the enemy, with the’svages; kept’ flank. 
ing frie, ‘and ‘others crowded *hard inthe rear, 

In fine, I expected, in ‘a very'short time, to try 
the world of . spirits’: “ for T'was. ‘apprehensive 

that’’'nd' quarter Would be given to me, and 
therefore had ‘détermined to ‘sell my life as dear 

as I' vould. One of the enemy’s officers, boldly 

pressing in the rear, discharged his fusee at me; 
the’ ball whistled near me, as did many others 

that day. I returned the salute, and'missed him, 

as runhing had put’us both out of breath; forT 
conclude we were not frightened ; * I then sa. 
luted him with my tongue in’ a harsh manner, 
and’ told him that, inasmuch as his numbers 

were s9 far‘superior to mine, I would surren: 

der, provided I could be treated ‘with honor} 

and be ‘assured of good quarter for myself and 
the men who were with me ; and he answered 

I should’; another officer, coming up directly 

after, confirmed’ the treaty ; upon which I a- 

greed’ to surrender with:my party, which then 

a ee 
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consisted of thirty-one effective men, and seven 
wounded. I ordered. them to, -Brovngl their 
arms, whith they did. 
The officer J capitulated with, . ‘ikea, directed 

me and my party to advance towards him, which 
was done; Thanded him my sword, and in half 
a minute after, & savage, part of whose head. was 
shaved, being almost naked and. painted, with 

feathers intermixed. with the hair of the other 
side ofhis head, came running to me with‘an in- 
credible swiftness ; he seemed to advance \with 
more than mortal speed ; as he approached 1 near 

me, his hellish ‘visage was beyond. all deserip- 

tion ; snakes’ eyes appear innocent in compart. 

son of his ; his features distorted, ; malice, 

| death, murder, and the wrath of devils and damn, 

ed spirits.are the emblems of his, countenance ; 

and; _in less’ than twelve feet of me, presented 

his firelock ; at the instant of his present, I 

twitched the officer, to whom I gave: my sword, 
between me and the Savage i but he flew round 

with great fury, trying. to single me, out to shoot 

me without killing the offcer ; but by this:time I 

‘was near as nimble as he, keeping, the, officer 
in such a position that his danger: was:my_de- 

[vie] 

a me 2 mt Uke Pe ee ee 
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fence ; but, in'less than half a minute, I was at- 
tacked by just such another imp of hel: Then 

I matte the officer fly round with incredible ve. 
locity, for a few sedonds of tine, when Fper 
céived a Canadian, who had lobt' one eye, ‘ns ap. 

: peared afterwards, taking my’ part against the 
savages ; and in any instant, an Irishman came 
tomy. assistance ‘with:. fixed. bayonet, and 

droye away. the: fiends, swearing. by Jasus.he 
would kill them. | This tragic, scene composed 

my thind. The escapmg from soawful a death, 
wiade ‘even. imprisonment happy ;. the: more so 
as my conquerors on the field tréated’ me: wie 
great civility and politeness... 

The regular officers said. that they.v were dig 

happy to see’Col. Adlen: Tanswered them, that | 

I should rather chose to have seen them at'Gen. 
Montgomery’s camp... ‘The gentlemen replied; 
that they gave full credit to what I said, 
and, as I walked to the town, which, was, as 
T should guess, more than two miles, a British 

officer walking at my right hand, and one of the 

French noblesse at my left ; the latter of which, 

| in the action,-had his eye-brow carried away. 

by aiglancing shot, but was nevertheless very 
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merry..and facetious, ; and, no abuse; was’ offered 

me till. came to: the-barrack-yard; at Mont- 
real, where. I;met. general Prescott, who asked: 
me my, name, which E teld:him « ‘He then-ask-' 
ed me, whether Iwas that'Col: Allen who took 
Ticonderoga. ;Itold.hinn:I was the very ‘man: : 
Then he shook his cané-over:my head, calling 
many: hard: names; among ‘which he’ ‘frequently 
used ‘the word rebel; and’ put‘himself ina great 
rage. I told him he would do well'nét to cane’ 
me, for I was not accustomed to it, and ‘shook: 

my fist’ at him, ‘telling him that: was'the»beetle 
of ‘mortality for him, if he: offered to’ strike 3: 

upon which Capt. .M’Cloud, of the British, 
pulled him by the skirt,:and: whispered ‘to him, 

as he: afterwards: told me; to’this import? that | 

it was, inconsistent with his honor to: strike .a_ 
prisoner. Heé'then ordered a: sergeant’s:com- - 

mand with fixed: bayonets to come forward, and 
kill thirteen Canadians, which were included : 

in the tréaty aforesaid. y in 

It cut me to the ‘heart to ‘see the' Cartadians 

in so hard ‘a case, ii ‘consequence of their hav- 

ing been true’ to me; they were wringing their. 
hands, ‘saying ‘their prayers, as I concluded, 
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stepped between: :the! executioners . and the 
Cariadians, opened my clothes, and told Gen. 

Prescott to thrust his -bayonet into my breast, 

for. I:was the sole cause of the arsenite - 

ing up arms. 

The guard: in the mean dimes de their 

eye-balls from the General:to me, as:though 

impatiently-‘waiting ‘his. dread commands ito. 
sheath ‘their bayonets in my heart ; I cauld 
however plainly discern, that: he was in a sus- 

pence iand:quandary about the matter :. This 

gave me additional hopes of succeeding ; for 
my design was-not to die, but to save the, Ca: 

nadians by a finesse. The general ‘stood.a 

minute; when he made me: the following reply : 
‘‘T will not. execute you now ; but) you shall 

grace a halter at T'yburn, God damn you.”’ _ 

I remember I disdained: his mentioning such 

a place; I.was, notwithstanding, a little: pleas- 

ed with the expression, as it significantly con- 

veyed to me the idea of postponing the present 

appearance of death; besides his sentence was 
by no means final, as to ‘‘ gracing a halter,” al- 
though I sinat anxiety about it after I landed. 
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in England, asthe readen will-find in the course 
of this: history. :Gen.: Prescott then ordered 

one of his .officers.totake:me onboard the'Gas- 

pee schooner'of war, and:confine mé)>hands / 
and feet, in irons, :;which was:donethe'samieaf- 

ternoon I was taken. ew § 

A . ‘Phe:-action continued «an deen, sia ‘three 

quarters, by the watch, and I:know: hot to-this 

it day:how:many of: my men were; killed; though 
4 Tam certain there: were but: few:! if I remem- 

| 
\ 

ber right, seven were wounded; one; of them, 

William Stewart, by:name;was wounded>by a 

savage with-a: tomahawk, after:he «was taken 
prisoner ‘and ‘disarmed, ‘but: was: rescued vby 

KA some of the generous enemy}. andisorfar're- 9 | 
covered of his. wounds; thatheafterwards‘went # 

with the other prisoners toEnglands 9» {> 

Of.the enemy’ were killed, a'Major'Carden, 9 

y tS. who: had: ‘been wounded in eleven different bat- | | 

 tles, and an: eminent. merchant;; Patterson;: of | 

\ Montreal, andsome. others, but: I never knew . 

i) their whole loss, .as:their accounts were differ- 

i ent: Iam apprehensive ‘that. it is rare,:that ‘so 

much ammunition was expended, and: so-tittle 
execution done by it ;. though such of my. par- 
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ty as stood! their: ground, behaved with:great 
fortitud*;>much- exceeding that of the enemy, 

butiwer 2-not the best 6f marksmen, and,'I am 
apprehensive; were all killed“or taken; the 
woutidéd-were all put-into the’ hospital at Mont- 
real, ‘and those that were not, were put‘on board 

Of different vessels ‘in the river, and’-shackled 

together’by pairs; viz. two-men’ fasténed: to- 

gether by one‘hand-cuff; being closely ‘fixed to: 
ont-wrist of ‘each of them, artd-treated with the: 

greatest severity, nay ‘as’ -‘efiminals:- 

I now come ‘to: the: description: of the‘ irons, 

which were ‘put ofi me: The hand-cuff ‘was of 

# common’ size’ and form, but’ my“leg irons, 
should imagine, would weigh’ thirty pounds’; 

the: bar was ‘cight'feet long, and very substan: 

tial’; the shackles which ‘encompassed my ‘an- 
clés, were very tight. © T'was ‘told ‘by the offi. 
cer-who put them on, that it’ was the king’s 
plate, and’ I heard: other’ of their officers ‘say, 

that it would weigh forty weight.» The irons 

were SO close cota tees vignioae that I could not 

Iwas put into the: Avent and most’ spreectied 

part of the vessel, where I got the favor of a 



28 A NARRATIVE OF |. i 

chest to siton ; the same.answered for:my bed 

at night ;. and. having - procured. some |. lit- 
tle. blocks, of. the guard, who, day and night, 
with fixed bayonets, watched over me,, to lie. 
under. each end of the,large bar:of. my.leg irons, 

to preserve .my ancles from galling, while.J sat, 

on the: chest, or lay. back on the same, though 

most of the time, night and day, I .sat.on, it ;, 
but:at length, having a-desire to.lie down, on. 

my side, which the closeness, of the irons. for- 

bid, I desired the captain to.loosen them for 
that purpose ; but was.denied the favor. "The 

Captain’s name, was Royal, who did not seem, 
‘to be an ill-natured man ;. but oftentimes said, 

that, his express orders were to treat me, with, 

such. severity, which was disagreeable . to. his 
own feelings; nor did he: ever insult me, tho’ 

many others, who came on board, did. . One of 

the officers, by the name of Bradley, was very, 

generous to me ; he would often send me vic- 
tuals from his own table ; nor did a day. fail, 

but that he sent mea good drink of grog. 

The:reader is now invited back to.the time 
I. was put into irons, I requested the ‘privilege. 

to write ta Gen. Prescott, which was’ S_ granted. : 

i 
" 
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_of my-treatment “of the prisoners. I took-at. Ti- 
conderoga ;. the injustice and ungentleman- like 

usage which I had met with from him, ‘and de- 
manded gentleman-like usage, but received:no 

answer froin him. . I: soomafter wrote to Gen. 

Carlton, which met- the same success. In the 

mean ‘while, many of those who were permitted 

to see 'me, were very insulting. — 

I was confined in the manner I have related, 

on board the Gaspee schooner, about six 

weeks ; during which time IT was ‘obliged to 

throw out plenty of extravagant language; 

which answered certain purposes at that time; 

better than to grace a history. 

To give an instance, upon being insulted, in 
a fit of anger-I twisted offa nail with my teeth, 

which I took to be a ten-penny nail; it went 

through the mortice of the bar of my hand- 
vuff, and at the same time, I swaggered over 
those who ‘sbused me s“particularly a doctor 
Dace; ‘who’ told me that I was outlawed by 

_ New-York, and'deserved death ‘for ‘several 
years past; was at last fully ripened for the 
halter, and _ a fair way to obtain it... When I 

3 
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challenged him; he excused hiniself itv conse: 
quence, as he said; of my being:‘a’criminal; 

but’ I flung such a» flood: of language at) him 
that it shocked:him and: the spéctators,: for my 

anger was very great: I-heard: one-say, dama 

him, canhe eat’ iron? After that; a:smatl pad- 

tock: wa# fixed: tothe hand-cuff, ‘instead: of: the 

nail ; and asthey were ‘mean spirited: in their 
treatment to me,:so it appeared ta-me, that:they: 

were equally timorous and cowardly: 
_ ‘I was afterwards ‘sent. with the prisoners ta. 

ken with me to’an armed. vessel-in:the river, 

which lay off against Quebec, under the com. 

mand of Capt. M’Cloud, of the British, who 
' treated me in a very generous, and. obliging 

' mannner, and according to my rank ; im about 

twenty-four hours, I bid him farewell with re- 

gret; but my good fortune still:continued.— 
The name of the captain of the vessel: I was: put 

on board; was Littlejohn ; who;- with his offi. 

_ ters, behaved in a polite, generous and friend- 7 

ly manner. I lived: with them in the cabin, | 

and fared on the best, my irons being taken off, 

contrary to the order he had received from the 

commanding officer; but Captain ‘Littlejohn 

1 
t 
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swore, that'a brave mafi‘should not' be ubedbas 

a rascal, onboard his'shipi . 

‘ ‘Thos'F found myself int ‘possession’ of happi 
ness‘ cricé“more; and the evils,-I-had lately: suf- 
fered; gave meé an uncommon‘ rélish for it. 

“€apt:: Littlejohn used to-go'to- Quepec alk 
most every day, in order to’pay his’ resfeets’te 
certain’ gentlemen and ladies’; being theré on‘a 
certain: day, he’ happened: to ‘meet with some 
disagreeable treatment; ashe itagiried; froma 

Lietit.-of-a man‘ of’ war, ahd’ one word brought 

of ‘another, till the Lieut. challenged ‘him toa 
duel‘oii the plains‘ of Abraham: Capt!- Littles 
john was-a gentleman, who entertained’a high 
sénse' of honor, ard-could dono léss‘thati: tdi 
the challenge. : 

At nine o’clock the next morning they: were 

to fight.: The Capt. returned in she evening, 
and . acquainted -his: lieutenant: and: me’ with 

the afiair : His Lieutenant ‘was a high blooded 

Stotchmian;: as’ well as’ himself}. who replied:to 

his:Capt. that he: should not’ want for a‘second. 
Witlthis'I interrupted him and gave the Capt. 
to understand that’ since’ an: opportunity had 

presented) I would: be glad to testify my ‘gtati- 

COL. Es ALLEN’S CAPTIVITY. 
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tude.to him, by acting the part of a faithful 

second, on which he gave me his hand, and 

said that he wanted no better man,- Says he, I 

am,a King’s officer, and you a prisoner under 
my care; you must therefore go with, me to 
the place appointed in disguise, and added far- 

ther, ‘‘ You must engage me, upon the honor 
of.a gentleman, that whether I die or live, or 
whatever. happens, provided you live, that you 

will return to. my. Lieut. on board this ship:” 

All this I solemnly engaged him, The ¢om- 

batants were. to discharge each a’pocket pistol, 

and then to fall on with their iron-hilted muckle 

whangers ; and one of that sort was allotted for 

. me, but some British officers, who, interposed 

early in the morning, settled the Kacmened 
without fighting. : 

Now having ‘enjoyed. eight ‘or nine days’ 

happiness, from the polite and generous 

treatment of Capt. Littlejohn and his offi. 

cers, I was obliged to bid them farewell, 

parting with them in as friendly a manner as 
we had lived together. which, to the best of 

my.memory, was the eleventh of Noveinber: 

Wher a-detachment of Gen, Arsiold’s little 

ee eee ” 
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army appeared on point Levi, opposite: 

Quebec,: who had. performed an extraordi-) 
nary, (march: through a wilderness: country, . 
with design to have. surpized:; the capital of 

Canada; J, was then taken on;board,a vessel: 
called the Adamant,. together; with the pris- 

i oners,taken with me, and putunder the pow.- 

| were, Col. 
their attendants and RSSOGIAtitn't to the num>_ 

er of an English merchant. from London, 

whose {name was Brook Watson: a man of 
malicious, and cruel disposition, and,.who 

was probably excited, in the exercise of his 

malevolence, by,a junto. of tories, who sail- 

ed with; him to. England; among whom 

. Guy. Johnson, Col. Closs,. and 

ber. of about thirty. | : 

All the ship’s crew, Col. Closs,.in his per- 

sonal. behavior excepted, behaved towards 
f the prisoners, with that spirit of bitternesa,, 

| which isthe peculiar characteristic of tories, 
when they have the friends of America.in 

their power, measuring their loyalty to the. 

English king by the barbarity, fraud and de-. 
ceit which they exercise towards the. whigs,. 

-A small place in the vessel, enclosed with 
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white-oak plank) was-assigned for the p.is- 

ofiersyand{for:mé-amonpthe resti:; Ishoul@ 

imapine® thatit:was’ not more’ than: twenty: 
feet‘one way) arid twenty-two'the other’: ‘Tay 
tothis place weowere all): to the number’ oP 
thirty four,’ thrast: ahd" hand duffed,- two 
prisonerd nore being added to ournamber, 
anid Were! provided with two éxcremient'tubss: 
ity thiscircutiferéhcd we wére obliged téeat 
and'perform’ the’ offices ‘of evaeation;-durs 
iti@ the voyage to’ England); and! were in’ 
suited by every DICK: guard! sailor ald tory! 
oti board; ‘inthe cruelest matinér;: but What’ 
is‘the most’ stitprizing is) that not one of us! 
died inthe’ passages) Whén' F'was’ first or- 
dered to go into the filthy enclosures through 

a smallsort of door, T-positively refused!:and 

endeavoured’ té° reason’ the before named 
Brook © Watson out of a conduet so détoga- 

tory to: every sentiment of iérior and hu: 

manity, but all tono purpose, ‘my men'being 

forced in the den’ already ; ; and'the rascal’ 

who had’ the: charge’ of the prisonérs com- 

manded me to go immediately in' among the’ 
rest: He farther added that the place was 
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good enough fora:rebel.;:thatit wasiimpér- 
tinent for.a capital offlender:to talk of honor 
orihumanity; ;. thatiany ‘ thingshort of #hal- 
iter, Was tdo,good:for me ;.andthat thatwould 

besmy: portion soon:.after:] arrived in Eng: 
land; nfor.; which : purpose. only <1 :was».sent 

thither. -About» ithe: same. timer, Lient:ia- 
mong::the teries, .insultedame:ima gri¢vaus. 

Manger, saying I ought to diave been, executed 

fox my rebellion against News ¥oprk,.and:spit 
qmmy face; upon which, theugh:I-was:hand- 

i -caffed,:1 sprang ‘at him swith both: hands, 

and knocked him partly: down,: but he scram. . 

| -bled.alang-into the cabin, .and Lafter: him; 

there he got iunder: the- protection: of some 

‘men with fixed bayonets, who were: ordered 
o.make ready 'to.drive: me into the: place:a-. 
fore: mentioned, ‘I challenged: him,,to fight, 

| notwithstanding ‘the! impediments that were | 
on:my hands, ‘andhad the exalted pleasure 

| to; see the. rascal tremble for fear ; his name 

| have forgot,:but Watson ordered his guard 
to get me into the: place with the other pris- 
oners;:'déad or:alive;) and: Thad dlmost.as 

lieve die.as to do, it, standing it out till they 
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epvironed: me..roynd. with bayonets ; and 
‘brutish, pejudiced, abandoned wretches they 
wete, | from;:;whom I could .expect.., nothing 

{but deathior. wounds ;:.However, Itoldthem | 

that: they were. good:honest fellows; that.I } 
could:not blame. them:; that I) was only ina 

dispute ‘withia‘calico merchant, . who. knety 

mot: how to: behave towards a gentlemam of 
the military establishment. This'was'spoke & 
rather toappease them ‘for my own preser- 
vation,’ as‘well:as.to ‘treat Watson with(con- 

tempt ; but still: 1 found thatithey iwére de- 

termined to: force me into the. wretched cir- 

cumstances, which their prejudiced,.and de- 
raved) minds:had prepared for me :)There- | 

_ fore, rather than die,i:I submitted:to their | 

indignities, c-being: drove with bayonets into | 

the filthy: dungeon, with the other prisoners, 
where we were denied fresh water, except a 

small allowance, which wasvery inadequate 

to. our wants;;: and, in consequence of: the. 

stench: of the. place, each of'us, was soon fol- 

lowed with:a diarrhoea and fever, which oc- | 
casioned. an: intolerable thirst. When we 

asked for'water; we were, most commonly, | 
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instead of obtaining it, insulted and derided ; 
and, to add to all the horrors of the place, - it 
was so dark that we could not see each other, 
and were overspread with body lice. We had, 
notwithstanding these severities, full allowance 
of salt provisions, and a gill of rum. per day ; 

the latter of which was of the utmost service to 
us, and, probably, was the means of saving 
several of our lives. About forty days we ex- 

isted in this manner, when’ the land’s end: of | 
England was discovered from the mast head ; 
soon after which the prisoners were taken from 

their gloomy abode, being permitted to:see the 
light of the sun, and breathe fresh air, which - 
to us was very refreshing. ‘The day. following 
we landed at Falmouth. ; 

A few days before I was taken prisoner, ‘I 

shifted my clothes, by which I happened to be 
taken in a Canadian dress, viz. a short fawn- 

| skin jacket, double breasted, an under-vest and 

™@ breeches of sagathy, worsted stockings,-a de- 
: i cent pair of shoes, two plain shirts, and a red 

, whichoc. 7% P : P 
worsted cap: This was al the clothing I had, 
in which I made my appearance in England. 
: When eee were landed, multitudes 
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of the citizens of Falmouth, excited by eurio- 
sity, crowded together to see'us, which’ was 
equally gratifying to us.’ I saw numbers of 
people on the tops of houses, and the rising: 
adjacent grounds were covered: with them of 

both sexes: The throng was so’ great, that 
.the king’s officers’ were: obliged’ to draw: their 
swords, and force a passage. td Pendennis 
castle, ‘which was near a mile’from the town, 

where we were closely confined, in conse- 
quence of orders from sia Carlton, who: — 
commanded in Canada.. 0 

Fhe. rascally Brook Watson. then. visi for 

London in great haste, expecting the reward, 
of his zeal; but the ministry received.him,. as. 
Ihave been since informed, rather coolly.;. for 
the minority in parliament took advantage, ar- 

guing that the opposition. of America to Great 
Britain, was not:a rebellion : If itis, say: they, 
why do you not execute col. Allen, according 5 

to.law? but the majority argued, that I. ought, ° . 

to. be executed, and. that the opposition was 
really a rebellion, but, that policy obliged them, 
not to,do it, inasmuch as the, Congress had, 
then most prisoners in their power; so that..my 
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being sent.to England,. for the purpose of be- 
ing executed, and necessity restraining them, 

was rather a foil on their laws and. authority, 

and they consequenty disapproved of my being 
sent thither: But I never had heard the least 

hint of those debates, .in parliament, or of the. 

working of their policy, till some time. after I 

left England. : : 

Consequently the reader. will readily con- 

ceive I was anxious about my preservation, 

knowing that] was inthe power of a haughty 

and cruel -natién, considered as:such. There- 

fore; the-first: proposition which I determined 

4n my own mind was, that humanity and moral 

suasion would not be consulted in the deter- 

mining ‘of my fate ind: those that daily came 
in gteat numbers;: out of curiosity, to see me, 

both gentle and simple, .united in this, that J 
would be hanged. A’ gentleman from. Ame- 

rica, by the name of Femple, and who. was 

friendly to me, just whispered me in the ear, 

‘and told me, that bets were laid in London, 

that I would be: executed ; he likewise priva- 

tély gave me a gee but cura say but little 
tome, 
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However, agreeable to my first negative pro- 

position, that moral virtue*would not influerice 
-my destiny;'I had recourse to stratagem, which 

‘T'was in hopes would ‘move: in the circle‘of 

their policy. P-requested of the commander 
of the castle the privilege of writing to congress, 

who, after consulting: with an officer that‘lived 

in town, of a superior rank, permittedme to 

‘write. I ‘wrote, in the fore part ofthe letter, a 

‘short narative of my ‘ill treatment ;- but withal 
Tet them know that, though Iwagstreatedas. a 
-criminal in England, and’ continued in irons, 

together with those taken’ with me, ‘yet it-was 

in consequence of the orders which the com- 
mander ‘of the castle ‘received from general 

Carlton ; and therefore dépired congress to de- 
sist from matters of retaliation, till they should 

_ know the result of the government in‘England, 
respecting their treatment towards me, and'the 
‘prisoners with me, and govern themselves ac- 

cordingly, witha particular request, that if ire- 

taliation should be found necessary, it might be 

exercised not according to the smallness of my 
character in America, but in proportion to the 

importance of the cause for which I suffered. 
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This is, according to my present recollection, 

the substance'of the letter, inscribed, Zo the 

illustrious’ Continental -Congress.- ‘This letter 
was wrote'with a view that it should. be sent to 

the ministry at London, rather than to congress, 
with a design to intimidate the haughty Eng- 
lish government, and: screen my neck from the 
halter; By, . , 

~ ‘The next day the officer, from sttaeg I ob- 
tained ‘licence to write, came to see me,-and | 

frowned on me on account of the impudence 

of the letter, as he phrased-it, and farther add- 
ed, “ Do-you think that we are-fools in Eng- 

land, and would send your letter to congréss, 
with instructions to retaliate on our own. peo- 
ple ?-I have‘ sent «your letter to Lord North.” | 

This gave me: inward. satisfaction, . though I 

carefully concealed it. with.a pretended resent- 
ment, for found I had. come Yankée over him,- 

and that the letter had gone to the identical 

person: I designed it for. ‘ Nor do I know, to 

‘this day; but that’ it had. the desired ‘effect, 
though: I have not heard any ten of th let- 

ter since, 
D3 
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My persenal treatment by lieut. Hamilton, 
who commanded the castle, was very generous. 
He sent me every, day a fine breakfast and dia- 

ner. from his. own table, and a bottle of good 
wine. - Another aged gentleman, .. whose name. 
I_.cannot: recollect, ;. sent .me a, good. supper. ; 
But there was no distinction in public, support 
between me*and the privates ; we all lodged. 
on a sort of Dutch bunks, in one commen a- 

partment, and were allowed straw. The. pri- 
vates were well supplied with fresh provision, . 
antl. with me, took effectual. measures to: rid 

ourselves of lice. , 

‘I could: not but. feel, inwardly. easels, 

” anxious for my fate. This | however concealed 

‘from the prisoners, as well as from. the enemy, 

who were perpetually shaking the hulter,at are. 
I nevertneless treated: them with scorn and con- 

tempt: and having sent my letter, to the minis- 
try, could concieve of nothing more..in my. 

~power but tokcep up; my , spiritsy,behave in 
a daring, sokdier-like manner, that. might.ex- 

hibit a goog sample of American fortitude. 
Such aconduct, I judged, would haye.a more 
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cession and timidity. This, therefore, was wo 
deportment.; and ] had lastly determined, in 
my own mind, that if a cruel death | must in- 
evitably bemy portion, I would face it undaunt- 

ed; and, though I great] y. Tejoice that I have 
retumed to-my country. and. friends, and to see 
the power and pride. of Great Britain humbled ; 
yet. am confident I could then have digd with- 

out the least appearance of dismay. 
. Tnow clearly recollect that my, mind was ‘so. 
sadness that I would not have trembled. -or 

Shewn the least fear, as. I was sensible it could 

not alter my fate, nor do more than reproach 

my memory,'make my last act despicable to 
my-enemies, and eclipsethe other actions of my 
life:.-For I, reasoned thus, that nothing was. 
mére common than for men: to die with their 
fraends. around them, .weeping and {fament- 

ing ‘over them, but not:,able to help them, 
whieh, was i im-reality not a in ‘the conse- 

sequence ‘of idisirnal life to which ‘the laws @ | 
nature, subject mankind, .to be timorous, and 
.wneasy dai ‘the event or manner of it, was in- 
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Oe ac an with the character ofa philosopher 

‘orsoldier. The caiise I was’ engaged in, T'ev- 
er viewed worthy ‘hazatding my life for, nor 
was I, in the most critical moments of trouble, 

sorry ‘that I engaged in it; : arid) ‘as to the World 
‘of spirits, though I knew nothing of the mode or 

manner of it, T expected ‘nevertheless,’ when’ I 
“should arrive at such a world, that T should be 

as well treated as other gentlemen of my’ ‘merit. 
| Among ‘the great numbers ‘of people, who 
‘came ‘to the castle to see the prisoners, ‘some 

‘gentlemen told me, that:they had come fifty 
miles on purpose to see mie, and desired 'to’ask 
‘me a number of questions, ‘and: to make free 

with me in conversation. : I gave for answer, 
‘that f chose freedom in every sense of the. word: 
‘The one of them asked me what my occupation 
in life had’ been ?. T answered ‘him, that in-my 
‘younger days I had studied divinity, but was 

a b bongurer by profession. He:replied, that I 

fred wrong at the time ‘that I wasitaken ; 

aiid I was obliged to own, that'l mistook a fig- 
‘are at that time, but that I had:conjured: them 

out of Ticonderoga. This was a place of great ” 

notoriety in England, so'that the joke: seemed 

to go in my favor. | 
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It was a common thing for me to be taken 
‘out of close confinement, into ’a spacious 

green in the castle, or rather ‘parade; where — 

numbers of gentlemen and ladies were ready 

to see and‘hear me. | Loften entertained, such 

audiences with: harrangues on the.impracti- 

cability of Great Britain’s conquering :the 
then colonies of ‘America. At one of these 

times, -I asked a gentleman for a.bowl! of 
punch, ‘and ‘he ordered his servant to bring 
‘it, which he‘did, and offered it to me, but I 

refused-to take it from the hand. of his ser- 

vant, he then gave it tome with his. own 

hand; refusing to’ drink with: me: in conse- 
quence of my: being a state criminal : ‘how- 
ever; I took the punch-and drank it al! down 
at’ one'draught, and ‘handed’ the: gentleman 
‘the bowl; ‘this made the spectators as well 

‘as thyself" merry. 

I expatiated on American freedom ; this 

‘gained the resentment’ of a young beardless 

‘gentleman of the company, who gave himself 
very great airs; and feplied, that:he''* knew 
‘the “Americans very well, and’ was! certain | 
that they cuuld not bear the: smelhof powder. 
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Ayeplied, , that [accepted it as a challenge, 

and .was ready to convince him on the spot, 
that.an American could bear. the smell of 

. powder ; at which he answered that he should i 
hot.put himself, on. a’: par with, me. ‘I then ' 

demanded of ‘him te treat the: char acter of tt 
the Americans with due respect.. He. an- hi 

sweted that 1 was an Irishman; but I assu- 

ved. him, . that I. wasia full,blooded Yankee, 3 

and, in fine, baatered him so much, tl at,he he 

left: me in possession of the ground,,< id the E 
Jaugh went against him, Two cles gymen : 

came to. s¢e me;.and, inaymuch as they be- 

haved .with.; civility, :I), returned, them. the 
same; we discoursed qn. several, parts, of 

moral philosophy and chiistianity ; 3 and they 
seemed to be;surprised,’ that I should be ac- 

quainted with such topies,. or that:I. should ‘ 
understand a syllogism, or regular, mode of 
argumentation,.. am apprehensive.my Ca. | 

adian dregs contributednot a little;to, the’ 
surprise and excitement of curiosity.: to see § 

a gentleman in England, , regularly dressed 
and well. behaved, would be no-sight at all; 

but such 4a rebel; as they were pleased to call 
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mé, it is probable, was never: before seen in 

England. 
"Phe prisoners were landed at : Fatimoitth a 

few days before’ Christmas, and ordéred on 

board of the Solebay frigate, Capt. Symonds, 
the eighth day of January, : 1776, ' when our 

hand irons were taken off; This ‘remove 

was in ‘consequence, as Ihave been since: 

informed, of 4 writ of-habeas corpus, ‘which. 

hat!’ ‘been procured bysome:’ gentlemen. in 

England, in order ‘to obtain’ me my liberty... 
- The Solebay; with sundry other men, of 

war, and’about forty: transports, rendezvous, 

| ed atithe cove of: Cork, ‘in: dveland, to take in: 

provision and water. 

‘When we were first: brought’ on bose, 
Capt. ‘Symonds: ordered all: the prisoners,, 
and most of the hands on board, to go.on the 

deck, and caused to be- read, in their. hearing 

a’ certain code of laws, or rules for, the regu- 

lation: and ordering. of: their behavior; and, 
then, ina sovereign ‘manner, ordered the. 

pnisoners, me in particular, off the deck, and. 
never. to,come,on it again; for, said. he,, this, 

is a,place for gentlemen to walk. ..SoI went. 
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off, an, officer following me, :who told me, 
that he would shew me the place allotted: for. 
me; and took me down to the cable tire, say- 

ing to.me, this is your place. 

Prior to this, I had taken cold, by which I 
‘was inan ill state of health,-and did not say 
much, to the officer ; but stayed there that 

night, consulted my policy, and found I. was 

in an evil case’; that a Capt. of a man of war. 

was more arbitrary than a king, as he could 
view his territory with a, single,look: of: his 

eye, and a movement of his finger command- 

ed obedience... I felt myself more déspond- 
ing than I had done any time before; ‘for I 
concluded it to be a governmental scheme, 
to do that clandestinely which policy forbid 

to be done under sanction of — pastiog 

and law.’ 

However, two days after, I shaved dod 

_ cleansed myself.as well.as I could, and went 
on deck. ‘The Capt. spoke to. me ina great 

rage, and said, ** did I not order you not:to' 

come on deck ?” I answered him, that ¢ at 

the same ‘time he’said, ‘that it. was: the 

place for gentlemen to walk,” ‘that T was 
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Col, Allen, but:had not been properly: intro-: 
duced to him. -He. replied, “ G--d. damo 
you, sir, be-carefal not-to-walk the:same side 
of the deck that-I. do.”?- This:gave me-en 
couragement, and.ever: after:that I walked is in 
themanner he had directed, except}when: hey 

at’éertain times ‘afterwards, ordered me: of 
in's passion, and Ithen; would directly after-. 

watds' go. on..again, telling him.to.command 

his: slaves ;. that:I was:a: gentleman, -and: had: 

a right to walk the deck ; yet, when he ex- 
pressly ordered me::off, 1 obeyed, not out‘of 
Gbedience’'to:hiwn, but.to:set an ‘exainple to: 

his ship's crew; who ought:to obey him. ' 
To walk to the windward side of the deck 

is,;according: ‘to custom;:.the: prerogative of 
the: captain. of the man ‘of war, though he, 
oftentimes, nay. commonly, walks with:his 
lieutenants, when no strangers are by; when 
a capt. from some. other man of war,.comes: 
on. board, the captains walk to the windward 
side, and the other. gentlemen to the leward, . 
It was but a few nights I lodged in the ca.) 

ble. tire, . before I. gained an acquaintance 
with the master of arms; his name.-was il. 
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legan, an Irisman, whs,was.a generous and 
well disposed man, and, ina friendly mans 
nér made me an offer of living with; him i ina 
little birth, which was allotted: him between 
decks, and enclosed with canvas; his; prefer- 

ment on board was about equal to that of a 
sérgeantin.a regiment. I was.comparative- 
ly -happy.in the: acceptance of his; clemen- 
ey, and-lived with him in friendship, till:the: 
frigate anchored in the harbor of ane ~ 
North:Carolina, in America, ; ssh 

Nothing of material consequence jae: 

ed till-the: fleet .rendezvoused at the cove.of 
Cork,:except.a violent storm which brought 
old hardy'sailors to..their prayers, - It was 

soon; rumored in Cork that Jowas. on board 

the Solebay, with a number.ofptigoners from 
Atuerica; upon which Messrs. Clark and 
Hays, merchants in company, anda number 

of other. benevolently disposed gentlemen, 
_ contributed largely tothe relief and support . 

of the prisoners, who were thirty-four: in 

number, and,in very needy circumstances. 

A suit, of glothies from: head to foot, includ- 

ing aivover ‘coat, or surtout, and two. shirts 

BS 
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were bestowed on each.of them. » My suit I 

received in-superfine ‘broadcloths, sufficient 
for two jackets, “and two pair of breeches 
overplus ‘of a suit’ throughout, eight fine 
Holland shirts and stocks ready made, with 
anumber- of pairs of éilk'and worsted hose, 
two' pair of shoes, two beaver huts; one of 

which was sent me richly: laced with gold, 

by Mr.’ James Bonwell. The Irish: gentle: 
mien ‘furthefmore ‘made a large gratuity of 

wines of the best sort, old spirits, Geneva 

loaf arid brown sugar, coffee; tea and: choco- 

laté, with a large round of pickled beef, and 

a fit miber of fat turkies, with many: other: ‘ars 

ticles, for my sea stores, too tedious toimen- 

tion here.” To the privates they bestowed 

on ‘each ‘man two pounds of tea, ‘and six 

pounds of brown sugar, These, articles 

were received on board, “at atime when the 

capt. and first lieut.. were gone on shore, by 

Permission ‘of the second Hieut. a handsome 

young gentleman, wlio was then under 
twenty years of age; his name was Doug- 
lass, the'son of Admiral Douglass, ae I was 
informed. © | . 

51 
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| As this mupificence.Wwas so) tnexpectéd:-and 
plentiful, I,may-add- needful, it impressed-en 
my mind the highest sense of gratitude towards 
my: benefactors; for I’ was: not only supplied 
with the necessaries and: conveniences ‘of life, . 
but.with the grandeurs’ and superfluities of it. 

‘Mr. Hays; one of the donators before mention, 
-ed;,came’on board,’ and behaved in the’ most 

obliging manner, telling me, that he hoped: my 
troubles were past ; for that.the gentlemen. of 

_ Cork deterinined to mndke!mysea-stores equal | 
to ‘thase-af the capt: of the Solebay’s ; he made 

an, offer of live stock and wherewith to. support 
them; ‘but I knew:this would be denied : And. 

to crown all, did send to me by another person 
fifty guineas, but I could not reconcile receiv- 

" ing the whole. to my own feclings, as it might 

have the appearance of avarice ; and therefore 

received but seven guineas only. 5 j and am con- 
fident, not only froni. the exercise of the pre- 

sent well-timed generosity, but from a large 

acquaintanee with gentlemen of this nation, 

that as a people they excel in liberality and bra 
very, 
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soa Ttweydays after|the receipt. of the, aforesaid 
donations, capt.. Symonds came, on board, fall 
ofienvy towards the prisoners, and.swore by. all 

that,is, good, that the. damned American-rebels 
» ,should;not be feasted at this rate, by the damn- 

944 rebels.of; Ireland ; ‘he, therefore: took away 
all, ‘my. liquors beforg-mentioned, except some 
of the, wile: which was secreted, and:a.dwo gal- 
lon: jug: of, old. spirits, which was,reserved for 
me, per fayor.of lieut.. Douglass. ..The taking 
of. my Jiquors_ was abominable in, his: sight ; he 
therefore spoke in.my-behalf, till the’capt. was 
angry, with -him ;,,and,; in \cqnsequence, : pro- 
ceeded and: took: away all::the tea: and sugar, 

which had been: given 20 the: prisoners, and 
configcated: it, to) theuse :of the:ship’s crew. 

Our elothing was iiot:taken:away, ‘but the pri- 
- yates were forced:ta do duty: on: Lodrd.: ‘Soon 
after, this; there!camé.a boat to.the. side‘of the 
ship, . and, capt... Symonds'.asked a:gentleman 

who was “$e ity: in, my: heating, what his busi- 

nes$ was? whio answered .that he was.sent to 

deliver some:sea:stores to col. Alleri, which, if 
Lremember right, he said were sent from Dub- 
lin; -but the ‘capt.. damned:him very heartily, 
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ordered. himaway from the ship, and:would-not 
suffer him to deliver the stores: I- was-futher- 
more informed, that the gentlemen in Cork. re- 

quested of capt. Symonds, that I might be-al- 
lowed. to come into the city, -and that they © 

would be responsible .J \ should. return to the. 
frigate ata.given time, which was denied them. 

We sailed from England the 8th day: of Jan-, 
uary, and from the cove: of Cork: the 12th day: 
‘of February. . Just before we sailed, the pri. 
soners, with me were divided, and*put on board: 
three. different. shpis of war. - This gave.me_ 

some uneasiness, for they were to a:man zea~., 
long.in the cause of liberty, and behaved with a 
becoming fortitude in the various..scenrsof 
their captivity ; but those, who were :distribu- 
ted on board. other: ships of war, were much 
better used than those who tarried with.me, as 

appeared afterwards. When the fleet, consist- 
ing. of about forty-five sail, including five-men | 

of war, sailed from the cove with.a‘fresh breeze, 

_ the appearance was beautiful, abstracted from 
the unjust and bloody. clesigns they had in view. 
We had not sailed many days, before‘a migh- 
ty storm arose, which lasted near twenty-four 
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- hours ‘without intermission :' The -wind:blew 

with: relentless fury, and no man‘ could remain 

on deck, ‘except ‘he‘was lashed fast,’ for the 
waves rolled. over the deck: by turns, witha 
‘forcible ‘rapidity and every soul on board ‘was 

‘afxious for! the preservation of'the ‘ship, alias 
their lives. In this storm the Thunder-bomb 
mari‘of ‘war sprang a’ leak, and-was afterwards 
fioated to’ sonie’ part of the coast of England, 
and the crew saved, We'were then said to be 

in the bay of Biscay. * After the storm abated, 

I could Bani: ‘iscern that ‘the prisoners were 

better used fo~ sae considerable time. 

Nothing’ of consequence happened after this, 
till we had sailed to the‘island of Madeira, ex: 
cept a‘certain favor which I’ received of capt. 
Symonds, in consequence of an application ‘I 

made to him, for the privilege of his tailor té 

make me a suit of clothes of the-cloth bestowed ; 
on me in Ireland, which he generously grant. 

ed. I could then walk the deck with a‘seem. - 

ing better grace. When we had reached Ma- 

deira, and ‘anchored, sundry gentlemen with 
the capt. went on shore, who I conclide, gave 
the rumor that I wasn the frigate; upon which 
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sdixcitedisicdor: pe of. pile 
dhis-clerk.on board; ta.knew ofme.if, Lgnoulé 
_—s aa-storefrom; hisny # 

re Dhis matter, made. knawacto theigra- 
crm, entra Douglass, wha readily, grant- 

d.me-the,fayor, provided the articles. culd.be 
lrought;on-board,. during. the, time of his, come 
‘mana 5" adding, that it swould, be.aa, pleasure: 
hima -to: serve me, notwithstanding. the -opposi- 
tion, he met with before : So] directed, the. gen: 
sleman’s.clerk to:inform him, that, LL was great- 
ly: in need.:.of , 60, signal, a.charity, and desired - 
the: young: gentleman, to, make. the, utmont dis- 
patch,.; swhichshe, did; but, in, the mean, time, 

capt, Symonds and.his officers; CDE PAE 
and immediately :made ready for sailing,; ..the 
wind at the same time being fair, set, pail arhen 
the young gentleman was in oy; sight wr si 
aforesaid store. . 
The reader - will doubtless mascot the sey. 
_en guineas I; receiyed at )the cove of, Cork: 

| Whese: enabled, me, to. purchage.of the purser 

: what I wanted, had:not the captain, strigtly for. 

bidden, it, shame se er anNnan® 

99 (te Bb oe go ae a mM of a. seo O: a ee oe 
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government in England did not proceed against 
measacapital offender, they. should not; for that 

they’ were by no means empowered by any. au- 

rity either: civil or military, to do sa; for 
the: English government had acquitted me, by — 

‘sending-me: ‘back a prisoner of war to America, 

and that they should treat ‘me as such... I far- 

ther drew , an inference of impolicy on them, 

provided they, should, by, hard usage, ‘destroy 

my life ; inasmuch as I might,’ ‘if. living, re- 

deem: ene of their officers ; but: the captain re- 

plied, that he needed no directions of mine how 
to treat a rebel ; that the British would. con- 
quer: the American rebels, hang the congress, 

“and such as promoted the rebellion, me in par- 

‘ticular, and retake their own prisofiers ; so that 
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my. liferswas.:of no. consequence in ‘the ‘scale of 
their-policy. I gave him for’ ‘answer, that ‘if 
they stayed till:they conquered ‘America, before 

they:hanged me, J should die. of old age, andde-. 

sired‘ that*tilf such an ‘event’ took ‘place,’ he 
would at least allow me to purchase of the pur. 
ser; for’ rhiy” own money, such’ articles as I 
greatly needed’; but he’ Would not permit it, 

atid whien I réminded him ofthe’ generous and 
civil ‘usage their ‘pr isoriers i in captivity i in Amer-: 

_ ica’ met with, ‘he’ ‘said that it was hot owing to 
their goodness, ‘but to their timidity ; ; for, ‘gna 

he, ‘they expect to be: coriqtiered, and therefore 

dare not misuse our ‘prisoners ; ; and, in fact, 

this was the’ language of the British officers, til 
Gen. Burguone ' was taken ; heppy event! and 

| ish army. t appeal to all ‘my brother SWB 

ers, who hayé been. with the British ‘m the 
southern department, for a confirmation ‘Of 
what I have advanced on this subject. : The 

surgeon of the Solebay, whose namie is North, 
/was.a very humane obliging man, and took the 

best care of the prisoners who were sick. | >" 
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harbor. of Cape:Fear, im North Carolina, as:did 
sir Peter, Parker's. ship,of fifty guns, a: little 
back of the bar; .for.there'was no depth of wa: 
ter for him. to.come.into the harbor :)These 
two men.of war, and fourteen. sa‘" of transports 
and others, came after, so t.. tm “cof the fteet | 
rendezvoused at. cape Fear, for three weeks. 
The soldiers on board the transports were sick- 
ly, in.consequence of so long a passage ; add 
to this, the small pox carried off many of. them : 
They landed on the main, and'formeda camp; 
but. the riflemen annoyed them, and .caused 
them to move to an island in the harbor; but 
such cursing of riffemen I never heard. 

- A detachment. of regulars was sent up 

Brunswick river ; as they landed, they were 

fired. on by those marksmen, and they came 
- back next day damning the rebels for their un. 

manly way of fighting, and swearing that they 
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. The third day:of May.we cast ‘anchor iti the 

would give no quarter, for they took sight at | 

" them,. and were behind timber, skulking about, 

One of the detachments said they lost one man ; 

but a negro man who was with them, and heard 

what was said, soon after told me that he help- 
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onli: #0 wy one of haan! | 

b) nang ep Glinton’s little: 'ammy; shicgiae: 
¢ menied: at thet tiine.;):.and:F-amv- apt to-think: 

\ 

e there were foun thousand ‘tien; though: not two: 
| thirds .of them, Gt Sr duty.’ :heard-nsuinbérs 
b | of them: say, (iat the trees.in America should 
)( ‘ain well withelieuis: that’ carapaign,.for:they 
i Would »give::no :quérter :> ‘This: was in: the: 

: mouiths: of mosti who I:heard:-speak onthe sub- | 
* ject, officer as.vellas, soldier,;: Isvished nt thar 

| time my | countrymen knew, as;well:as ..J; didy 

what.a: murdering: and’ cruel-enemy: they, bad: 

to deal with; but. experience: lias since taught in 

this country, ; what! they are to. expect at abe vi 
hands of Britons when jin their-power..., in 
>The prisoners, who had-been sent ‘oa bean se 
different imen:of war.at the cove: of Cork, were: WwW 
coHected together, and the:whole:of:them: put. P: 

, on board she Mercury: frigate; capt, James w 
Montague,: except: one 6f:the: Canadians, who T 

| died:ow-the passage from. Treland,» and: Peter: E 
Noble, whowmade his escape from the Sphynx th 
man of warin this harbor, and,: by extraordina- ce 
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ry: swiming, ” got ale home to New-England, 
Vii} 

+5 : 

and gave 

this: port for. Halifax, about the 20th of May, 
and: Sir Peter. Parker was about to sail with the 
laind forces, under the command of gen. Clin- 
ton, for the reduction of Charleston, the capi- 
tal of South-Carolina, and when -I heard of 

his defeat in Halifax, it gave me Facet iy 
satisfaction. 

I now found myself under a worse capt. than 
Symonds; for Montague was loaded with --re- 

judicés Ggninnt every body, and every thing 
that Was! Hot istarniped with royalty ; ; “and, be- 

ing by nature uiider -witted; his wrath was hea- 

vier than ‘the others,’ or at least his mind: was 

in no instatice liable to be diver*éd’ by good 

sense, humor or bravery, ‘of which Symonds 

was by ‘turns’ susceptible. “A-capt. Francis’ 
Proctor was added'to ous number of prisoners 

when‘we' were first’ put onboard this ship : 

This gentleman ‘had’ formerly belonged to the 
English’ service.’ ‘The capt. ‘and, ‘in fine, all 
the gentlemen of the ship, were’ very, much in- 

censed against him, and put him in ifons with: " 

of the usage of his bro- 

ther prisoners. : The: Mercury set sail from. 



62 A NARRATIAE OF 

out the least provocation, and he was continu- 
eet ee) 

ed in’ this miserable situ ation “about three’ 

months. In this passage the j prisoners Were, 
infected with the scurvy, some more, and $ me, 
less, but most of them severely. The a 
crew was toa great degree troubled with i it, 
and I concluded that it was catching’: Several. 

of the crew died with it on their y passage, > 
was weak and feeble in consequence ¢ of sO long. 
and cruel a captivity, yet had but Tittle of. the. 
scurvy. - 

The purser was again expressly. forbid by. 

the capt. to let me have any thing out of his 

store ; upon which I went on. deck, and 2 ia the . 
handsomest manner requested the fayor. of 1 
chasing a few necessaries of the purser, which 
was denied me;_ he further told me, that i. 

should be hanged as soon as I arrived at Hali-. : 

fax. I tried to reason the matter with him, but, 

found him proof against reason : -Lalso. held, 

up his, honor to view, and his behavior to,me,, 

and the prisoners in general, as being deroga. 

‘tory to it, but found his honor impenetrable. I. 

then endeavored, to. touch his. ‘humanity, Rut 

found he had none ; for his prepossession. of 
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‘Digotry v to ‘his. own party, had confirmed him 
in an opinion, that no humanity was Ui ué'to Un- 
‘To yalists, | but scemed to think that heaven and 

earth were, mate merely t to gratify’ the king and 

“his creatures; ‘he uttered considerable uninte]- 
“Tigi pible® and grovelling ideas, . a little tinctured 
Ww ‘ith Monarchy ; but stood well’ to his text of 

kg anging: me. He afterwards forbade his gur- 
“goon t ‘to. ‘administer a any ‘help ‘to the Sick priso- 
‘ners. “Twas every night shut down in the cable 
‘tire, ‘with the! rest “of the prisoners, and we ‘all 
ved inigerably’ while tinder his power: But 
‘Fedeived some generosity fronr several of the 

én, who it ‘a degree”: alleviated my 
MOE theif ‘1 “asin was Patrass, the 

“hails: ‘of the others ‘pao’ ‘not recollect’: ‘but 
‘they: ‘Were ‘oblived: to’ be | private in the bestow- 
iene of their “ne witch was sometiines 

we Wee i 

“drink oF grog.’ ara a 
‘Some time in the’ first week of Inde, we came 

“to anchor at the’ ‘Hook’ off New-York,’ ‘where 
“we rethained But ‘three days: in which time 
“Pov. "Tryon, Mr: Kemp, the old attorney gen. 
of New-York, and several other perfidious and 
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tenance, asI was walking on the leeward side 
of the deck, with the midshjpmen ; and he 

‘and his companions, were walking with the 
capt. and lieut. on the windward, side of ee 

same, but never spoke to me, though i it isa 
together. probable that he thought . of the old 
quarrel between him, the old government of 

of New-York andthe Green Mountain Boys: : 

Then they went with the capt. into the gabin, 

bs 

- and the same afternoon returned on board a 

vessel which lay near the Hook, where at 
that time they took sanctuary ai the-re:., 

sentment of their injuteds “What 
passed between the; officers.of the ship. and 
these visitors I know, not, i_| but this I Anow, 

that my, treatment fro le principal : officers 

_ was, more severe -afjerwards, ie : 

We arrived at Halifax not far from “the. 

-thiddle. of dane, where the ship’s crew, 
which was/infested with: the. ‘SCURVY, Were 

taken :on shore, and shallow. trenches dug, 

into which they were put, and partly, coyer- 

ed with. garth, Indeed, every. proper mea: 

over: grown tories, and land- -Jobbers, came on 

board. Tryon viewed me with a stern coun- : 
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sure was taken for their relief: The prisd- 
ners were not-permitted any sort of medi. 
cine, but were put on board a sloop which 
lay in the harbor, near the town of Halifax, 

surrounded with several men of war and 

their tenders, and a guard constantly set 

over them, night andday. The sloop we 

had wholly to ourselves, except the guard, 

who occupied the forecastle ; here we were 

cruelly pinched. with hunger ; it seemed to 

me that we had not more than one third of 
the common allowance: We were all seiz- 

ed with violent hunger and faintness; we 
divided our , scanty allowance as exact as 
possible. _I ‘shared the same fate with th. 

‘rest, and, though they offered ime more than’ 

an even shate, I‘ refused! to accept it, as it 
was a time of substantial distress, wltich in 

my opinion I ought to partake’ equally with 
the rest, and ‘set an: example of: virtue and 

‘ fortitude to‘our littlé- commonwealth, 

-s Usentdetter after letter'to:capt. Montz gue; 
who still had ‘the care of us, ‘and algo:to his 

lieutenant, whose name Icannotcall to mind» 

but.coultt obtain:no answer) much less. a re- 



cae 

G6 ; “A NARRATIVE OF 

dress of grevances; “and, to add ‘to: the eala- 
mity, near a dozen sof the prisoners were 

dangerously ill of the scurvy. > 1 wrotepri- 
vate letters tothe doctors; to procure, 'if pos- 
isible; some remedy for tife sick, but’in’vain. 
‘The ‘chief physician came'by: in a-boat, ‘so 
close that the oars touched'the sloop we were 

in, and Tuttered my:complaint in the gen- 
teelest’ manner -to: him, but. he never 60 

much: as:turned ‘his head, or madecme any 

answer, though [i continaed speaking: till-he 

got out of hearing. Our cause then became 
very deplorable. Still I:kept' writing to the 
captain, till he ordered the guards; asithey 

told me, not to bring any more lettérs from 

me to him.’ In the mean time an event Hapi 
pened. worth relating: | Oae of the men; ak 
most dead.of:the scurvy, lay by the side of 
the sloop, and, a-canog'of Indians coming by; 
he -purchased ‘two quarts of | strawberries! 
and ats. them: at once,’ and it almost‘cared 
him: The money’ he'gave for them was all 
the monég he-hadia the world)... Alter that 
we tried every: way to. procure moré ‘of that 
fouit,:. reasoning: ‘from analogy: that they 
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might havethe same.effect on others infest. 

éd' with the same disease, but could obtain 

none. - arti” .itocatig Of ae 

Meanwhile the doctor's mate of the Mer- 

cury.came privately on board) the: prison 

sloop, and presented me with a large vial ‘of 
smart ‘drops; ‘which proved: to be good for 

the scurvy, though vegetablés and sonic 0- 

ther ingredients were requisite for a cure; 
but the drops gave at least'a check to the'dis: 
ease: ‘his was a well-timed exertion of hu: 

manity, but the doctors name has slipped my 
whind, arid; in my opinion, it was the medn's 

of ‘saving the ‘lives’ of several mén. 
~ ‘The guard, which was set over us, was 

by this' time touched: with the feelings of 

Compassion ; ; and I finally trusted one of 

them with ‘a letter of complaint to governor 

‘Arbuthnot, of “Halifax, ‘which “he found 
means to-communicate, and which had the 

" dcsited effect ; for’ the governor sent an of. 
ficer and surgeon on'beard the prison sloop, 
to know the truth of the ‘complaint, ” The 

officer’s name was Russel, who held the rank 
of lieut. and treated the ‘in a friendly ‘and i 

rs; ae: ~ — iV = - ~ i , * - - - : ee 

yy ? ~ es See Ge $ 

rie es. ai SPE eR” oe . 

Se A 

Os 
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ntinner,:‘andawvas really angry atthe cruel and 

unmianly' usage the: prisoners met with ; and, 
with the surgeon, made a true report of mat- 

to:Gov. Arbuthnot, who, ¢ither by hisorder or 

influence, took us the next-day from the prison 
sloop to Halifax goal, where I first became ac- 
quainted with the now, Hon: J ames Lovel, Esq: 

one of the members of Congress for the state of 
Massachusetts-Bay. The sick. were taken to 
the hospital; and the Canadians, who were . ef: 
fective, were employed in the King’s works , 

and when their countrymen were recovered 

from. the scurvy and joined.them, they all de- 

- serted the king’s employ, and were not heard of 

at Halifax, as. long as the remainder of the pri- ng 
\ ‘soners continued there, which was till, near. the a 
; 4 ; middle of October. ,We were. on board. the . th 
4) prison sloop about Six weeks, and were landed ¥ 

i + at Halifax neat the middle of August. Seve- ns 
‘| ral of our English American, prisoners, who te 

‘ were cured of the scurvy. at the hospital, made a 

; , their. escape from thence, and after a long time - 

a reached. their ‘old habitations, witch i 
} JA had. now but thirteen with me, of those who g 

or were taken in Canada, and remained in. goal : 
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with me in Halifax, . who, in addition to, those 
‘that were imprisoned. before, made. our number 
about, thirty four, .who were all locked up in 
one common. large. OOM, without. regard to 

rank, -edugation, or, any other accomplishment, 

where we continued from the setting tothe ris- 

ing sun; and, as sundry of them were infect- 

ed with the goal and other distempers, the fur- 

niture of this spacious room consisted princi- 
pally of excrementtubs. We petitioned for;a 

removal of the sick into the hospitals, but were 

denied. ‘We remonstrated against the ungen- 
erous. usage of being confined with the privates, 
as being contrary to the laws and customs of 

nations, and particularly ungrateful i in them, i in. 

consequence of the gentleman-like usage which 

the British imprisoned officers met with in A. 
merica ; ; and thus we wearied ourselves, peti- 

tioning and remonstrating, but tano purpose at 
all; for gen. Massey, who commanded at Hal- 
ifax, was as inflexible as the devil himself, a 

fine preparative this for Mr. Lovel, member of 

the continental congress. 

Lieut. Russel, whom I have mentioned be- 

fore, came to visit me in prison, and assured 
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ome that he ‘had’ done ‘Kis utmost to prodtire’ my 
“parole for enlargement ; ‘at which’ a British ‘cap- 
“tain, ‘who was then the’ tow ‘major, éipres- 

‘ged’ compassion for the etitfemen colifined’ in 

‘ the ‘filthy place, ‘and asstired me that” he fad 

“used” his: influence. to procure their enlarge- 
‘ment’; his name wast near like Ramsay. Among 
‘the prisoners, there were five in ‘number, who 

“had a legal claim to their ‘parole, viz. James 
‘Level, Esq. capt. Francis Proctor, a Mr. How- | 

land, master of a continental” armed vessel, a | 

Mr. taylor, his mate, and my self. | 

_ As to the article of provision, we were well 
‘served, much better: than in any part of my 

‘captivity ; ; and, since it was Mr. Lovel’s mis. 

“fortune and _ ‘mine 10 be prisoners, and ir in 50 

‘wretched circumstances, I was happy that Wwe yi 

‘Were together as a. mutual support to cach oth- the 

“er, and to the unfortunate prigoners with us. mi 

‘Our first attention was the preservation of our- sau 
(eit and injured little republic ; ; the rest of ai 

“time we devoted interchangeably to poli- M 
tics. ie philosophy, as patience was a needful she 

exercise in so evil a situation, but contentment sti 

mean and impracticable, 

CA PEERED 
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' Thad not been i in this gaol many days, before. , |. 
clive" my a worthy and charitable woman, Mrs.’B Blacden, ; E, 
tish' cap- by. name,. supplied me with a good dinner of hi | 
* éiiprés. fresh, meats every day, with garden fruit, and H ve 
ifined ‘in som etim es ‘with a bottle of wine ; notwithstand. ‘4 . ie 
t he ha id ing. which 1 had, not been more three weeks in. H 
, enlarge- this | place, before I lost all appetite to the most . 
“Among / delicious food, by the gaol distemper, as also. 
ber, who did ‘sundry of the’ prisoners, particularly a ser- 
z. James | geant Moore, a man of courage and fidelity 

{r. How- | I have several times seen. him hold the boat. . 

vessel, a : swain of the Solebay frigate, when he attempt- 
ed to strike him, and laughed him out of con, , 
céit of using him asa slave. — " 

t of my A doctor visited the sick, and did the edie 

were Well 

oo. as I “suppose, he. could for them, to no appar-.. 
and in 50 ent purpose, Ay grew. weaker and weaker, as 
) ‘that We did the rest. Several of them. could not help 
cach oth- themselves. At last I reasoned in my own 
with us. mind, that raw onion would be good: I made 
pn of our use of it, and found immediate relief by it, as,, 
p Ieee of did. the sick, in general, particularly, sergeant, 
find poli- Moore, -whom: it recovered almost, from the Ag 
a needful shades ;. though I had met with:a little revival, Oy 
tentment still I found the malignant hand of Britain'had 
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of Hwa ae fé the “British, a as a nati¢ n, , and, 
him ‘ as 3 an individual; ‘their t true ‘character. This, 

roused’ the he fascal, ; for he could not bear: to see 
his dnd thet 
ent ‘fetter, w ch { sent ‘him’; ‘he therefore | put 
himself ina grea at rage 2 about it, “and shewed . 
the letter to a number of British officers, Par- 
ticularly to’ capt! ‘Smith’ of the Lark frigate, 
who, thstéad of joining’ With him fn on 
bation} vorfimérided the spitit rit; upon wh 
gen? Miiiisdy said to him do you ‘take the: a 
of #rebél'agaitiet'me?* Capt! Smith answered, 
that“he rather’ ‘spoke’ his sentiments,’ and there 
was dissension’ in’ ‘Oplnion between’ ‘them.’ 
Some ‘officers took’ thé part “of the: general; and 
others’ of! the '¢hptiatiy: "This Iwas’ infotin- 
pt Detach it rong rouge 
Smith. :: ny ne fo 47h yf vee 8747 ae ee eee 

a on’s s ‘deformity in that transpar- V4 
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olive few. days. after this, the prisaners were 
endeou to.go on board ofa man. of war, which 
was bound . for New-¥ ork ; but. two .of: them 
were. notiable to go.on. board, .and were left at 
Halifax; one died, .and..the other. recovered 
This was.about the 12th of October, and: soon 
after we had got on board, the :aptain: sent for 
me in.particular to.come on the quarter deck. : 
I went, not konwing that it.was capt Smith, of 
his ship at that time, and, expected: ‘to. meet. the 

" same rigorous usage I had commonly met with, 
and. prepared my mind accordingly. ; but when 
I came on deck, , the, captain: met. me: with, his 
hand, welcomed me to his. .ship, invited, me to 

dine with him that day, and | assured. me. that, I 

should, be treated ag a gentleman, and that: he 
had given. orders, that I should be treated, with 

respect by the ship’s crew.. This was. so. unex: | 
pected’ and sudden a transition, that it drew 

tears from my eyes, which all the. ill usages I 

. had: before met with, was.not able to produce, 

nor could I at first hardly speak, but:soon re- 
coveéced myself and expressed:my gratitudefor — 
so unexpected a favor; and det him. know; that 
I felt anxiety of mind-in teflecting that:his situ- 
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ation and mine was such, that it:was mot praba- 

ble that: .i¢ would: ever be im my: power.to. re- 

turn. the ‘favor.. Capt Smith. replied. that:he 

had no reward:in ‘view, but only treated meus 
a peiitleman ought: to be'treated ; he ‘said this. 
is‘a mutable world; and one. gentleman never 

knows but it may be in his-powéer'to help‘an6. 
ther: Soon after I found this to'be'ti.. same 
capt. Smith who took’ my‘part against “gen. 

Massey ; ; but he never mentioned: any: thing of 

-it'to-me, and I’ thought: it impolite'in: me: to 

interrogate him, as to any disputes which might 

have arisen: between:him and the gen.“on my 

account, as I was a prisoner, and that it ‘was a, 

his option to make free with me on that subject, 
if he pleased; and, if he did not,‘I might take 
it for granted that it would. be: unpleasing ‘for 
me to. query-about it, though I had a strotig 
propensity to.converse iis him on that’ sub- 
ject. 

I dined with the sepals pare to his in- 
vitation, and. oftentimes.svith the lieutenant, in 

the gun room, but imgeneral.ate and drank with 

my friend. Lovel ,and. the: other: gentlemen, 
who were prisoners with-me, where I alsoslept. 
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We hada little birth enclosed with canvas, 

between. decks); where-we enjoyed: ourselves 
very, well, in. hopes. of-an:exchange; besides, _ 
our, friends at Halifax had'a. little: notice of our 

departure, and: supplied. us with: spirituous ‘li- 

quor, and) many articles. of provision for the 
coast; ‘Capt. Burk, having been taken. prisoner, 

was added to:our company, (he had: command- 

ed an American armed vessel) andwas gene- 

rously treated by: the captain and allthe officers 
of the ship, as well as myself: We now had in 
all.:n¢ar thirty prisoners on’ board, and as: we 

were sailing along the coast; if J recollect right, 

off Rhode-Island, capt: Burk, . with an under 
officer of the'ship, whose name: Ida: pak recol- 

leyt, came to-our little birth, proposed: 

capt, Smith and the principal officers: of the fri. 
gdte and take! it; adding that there’ were thirty 

five thousand ponnds sterling inthe same,’ capt. 
Burk likewise averred that'a strong party out 

-Of the ship’s ‘crew was*iii conspiracy, and. urg- 

ed me,:and the gentleman that was with me, 

to use‘our influence with the private. priso- 
ners, toexecute the design, and take the ship 

with the cash into one. of our awn ports. 
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. Upon which I--replied, that-we had:been too 

well used on board to:murder the officers ; that 
I-could by no ‘means: retoncil

e it to. my' con- 

science, and’ that: ir: fact.it should not be 
done ; 

and, while F was yet: speakin
g, my friend ‘Lev- 

el confirmed what I had'said, and farther point- 

ed out the ungratefulness of such. an act ;''that 

it did not fall:short of murder, and in‘fine:all 
the gentlemen in the birth opposed capt. Burk. 
and’his colleague: ‘But they strenously urged 
that the conspiracy ‘would be found out; :and 

it- would’ cost them their lives, provided.they. 
did not ‘execute their design. I them inter- 

posed spiritedly,.and: put an end to farther ar- 
gument’on the subject,’ and told’ them they 
might depend “upon ‘it, upon my’ honor, that I 

would faithfully guard - capt. Smith’s life: “If 
they: ‘should attenipt the assault, I would ‘assist 
him, for they desired mé to remain neuter, and 
that the Satie honor that guarded capt. Smith’s 
life, would also guard theirs ; and it was agreed 
by'those’ present not to ‘reveal the conspiracy, 

to the interit that :no man should be put:to:death, 
ja consequence of what had been projected ; 

be - + ~ wee Ny iz 

&ee.ktew & 2 wie em be eS and capt. Burk and his colleague went'ta stifle 

-_ 
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‘Abe onantie among, their associates. » I could 
aot help.calling: to mind what-vapt. Smith said 
Aaitahiedaniieenniaebadene “.This is 

-@,,Qautable. world, sand: one: gentleman: never 
_ kgows but that it may: be in his power to.help - 

_ angther.’?.; Captain Smith and: his officers still 
_dehaved , with their. usual:courtesy, and I nev- 

o€t-heard any more of the conspiracy. - 
coy We arrived before. New: York, and ast an- 
. chor the, latter ,art..of October where we re- 
vmajned several .days,..and where capt. Smith 

r ed. me, that he had. recommended me. to 

adm. Howe and.gen. sir ; William Howe, asa 
gentleman of . honor. and veracity, and desired 

that I .might be treated as such. Capt, Burk 

_,Wwag, then, ordered. on board a prigon-ship. in. the 
harbor, _I.took my. leave of capt. Smithy. and, 

. With the other. prisoners,. was sent on:board a 

- -transport- -ship, which lay, in the harbor, com. 

_ manded. by.capt. Craige, who took. me into the 

.€abin. ‘with him and his lieut.~ I fared as they 
i did, and was.3 Mm: every respect: -well. treated, in 
consequence ; of. directions | from: capt... Smith. 

‘Inacfew weeks after, this I had thé- happiness 

0 part. baa FP friend Lovel,: for his. sake, 
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whom the Criethy ‘affected to trent as-#/privaed ; 
he was a geiitlentan’ of merit, ‘and liberdliyed: 
ucated, but had no ‘coriiniiésion’;*they snalign- 
ed ‘him on accouiit’éf his unshikenattachinent 
to'the cause of his country.’ He was exchan- 
red for a gov: ‘Phillip Skene of the British: Iwas 
continued in this ‘ship ‘ti! the‘latter'part of ‘No. 
vember,’ where’ I cotitracted an ‘atquaintance 

"with the captain ofthe British’; ‘his name has 
| slipped my memory. He ‘was what we'may 
call a: genteel’ hearty fellow. - I remember an 
expression of his ‘over a bottle of wine; to this 
import: “*"That' there is greatness ‘of soul ‘for 
personal friendship ‘to ‘subsist between you’ and 

me, ds/ we aré upon opposite sides, and may at 
another-day be obliged to face each other in the - 

field!” °'T am ‘confident that he was as faithful 

as any Officer in’ the British army. - At another 
‘sitting he offered to bet a‘dozen-of wine; ‘that 
fort Washington ‘would be in ‘the ‘harids of the 

; British in threé‘ days. ‘1. stood the bet; and 
‘ “would, ‘had I’ known that that would have. been 
the case, andthe third day afterwards we heard 

-~@ ‘prodigious ‘heavy: cannonade,’ andthat ‘day 
‘the fort was taken sure enough: ‘Some ‘itioriths 
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after,.wheri I was on parole;he called‘upon me 
with’ his’ enal ‘ humor! and: mchtioned: the bet. 
-P adkriowledged that Tied lost “it, but he'said 
he-did ‘not trieanto' take'tt thiéh, as! Lwas a pti. 
‘soner /* that ‘he’ wonld: another ‘day call on me 
wher ‘their army’ came-to’ Bennington. © ‘ite. 

plied, ‘that he’ ‘was quite too generotis, as Fhad 

fairly’ lost it: besides,’ the Green Mountdin 
boys ‘would ‘ot suffer ‘thet to come’ to Ben 
hingtoh “ "This ‘was “all in’ ‘good ‘humor. /" 
‘should ‘have'been glad to: have ‘seen ‘him’ after 
‘tHe’ defeat’ at’ Bennington, but did not. It was 

‘customary for'a puatd to attend’ the prisoners, 
‘which! Was often changed. One was‘compos- 
éd Of" tories from Connecticut, in the vicinity 
of Faitfield ‘arid’ Green Farms, ‘the sergeant's 
name was Hoit. They were ‘very ‘full of their 

-invectives’ against. the country, sivaggéred of 
theif Joyalty to their ‘king, and‘exclaimed bit- 
‘terly against the’* cowardly yankies,” as they 

” ewerepleaséed to'term them, ‘but finally conteft- 

ved: themselyes. with » saying. : that, when the 
‘countrywas overcome, they should be well 

-rewarded for:their-Joyalty,: out of the ‘éstates 

"Of-tHe whigs,:-which: would. be confiscat- 
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ed... This I found to be the general language 
 eftories; after I arrived from. England on: the 
American: coast.,' I,beard, sundry of them, re- 
late, that the British. generals had,engaged 
them. an. ample: reward for, all. their doses, dis- 

‘appointments and expenditures, .out, of the for- 
ifeited. rebels’. estates. «) ‘This Janguage early 
taught me. what to do with tories’ estates, as 

- far.as.my. influence can go... For itis really a 
wgame_.of |hazard between whig and tory: The 
whigs must inevitably have lost: all,. in conse- 

quence of the abilties of the tories, and. their 
good friends, the British ; 5 and it. is NO, more 

than right the tories should run the same risk, 
in consequence | of the. abilities of the ,whigs : 
_But of this more will be observed i in the ini 

of this narrative... 

_ Some ofthe last days of Noveniber, the pris- 
_oners were landed at New York, and. I was ad- 
“mitted to. parole with the other officers, viz. 

-Procter, Howland and ‘Taylor. :. ‘The privates 
were put into the filthy churches in New York, 

- with the distressed: prisoners that were takeniat 
fort Wushington : and the: second night,- sér- 
geant Roger Moore, who. was, bold and enter- 

—_— 
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prizing, found means to make. his escape with 
every. of, the remaining.prisoners.that were tak- 
en with me, except three, who were:sgon, after 

exchanged So. that, out, of thirty-one prison- 
ers, who went with me the.round exhibited. dn 
these sheets, two only died with the enemy, and 
three only, were exchanged; one of whom died 
after. he, came. within, our lines,; . and , the rest, 
at different. times, mai their ‘escape from the 

enemy. », 

iL now; ‘ound. esi on; a ‘ad restrict- 
ed: to the limits of the: city,.of New: York, where 
I.soon projected means to live in some:measure 
agreeable to. my. rank, though. I was destitute 

of.cash, ;, My constitution was, almost .worn 

out. by, such a: Jong..and barbarous. captivity. 

The, enemygave out that was crazy,and whol- 
ly unmanned, but. my vitals. held sound, nor 

was! delirious any.more than I have, been from 

youth up ;, my. extreme. circumstances at.,cer- 

’ tain times, rendered it political to act in some 
measure ‘the madman ;. and, in consequence 
of. a,regular. diet and exercise, my blood re- 
nines — neryes in a on measure Te- 
eunee a fea phe ti “Tae y Me 
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eovered their: former ‘tone, eminent annie 
négs, in the Course‘of six-months.: - -- 
“‘Tnext <invite the reader to sree 

sight and consideration-of the doleful scene of 
inhumanity, exercised by gen. sir William 
Howe, and:the ermy under his command, to- 
wards the prisoners taken on Long Island, on 
the © 27th day of August, 1776; -sundry of 
whom were, in ‘an inhuman and barbdrous 

| manner, murdered after they had surrendered 
Be theirarms:; ‘particulatly a gen, Odel, or Wood- 

be \\)| hul, of the militia, who was hacked to pieces 
at with cdtlasses, when alive, by the light horse- . 

men, and a capt. Fellows of the Continental-at- | ph 

; ty, who was thrust through with a bayonet, m 

of which wound he died instantly. sO 

Stindry others were hanged up by the neck wi 
till they were dead; five on the limb of a te 

white oak tree, and without any reason as- | ta 

signed, except that they wereifightinginde- fF 1, 

fence of the only blessing worth preserving: ‘of 

And indeed those who had the misfortune to hu 

fall'into their hands at fort Washington, in 
the month of Nov. following, mgt with but é# 

very little better usage, cxcept that they were try 
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reserved from. immediate death, to,famish.and 
die with hunger ; :infine, the word:rebel, ap- 
plied to any vanquished; persons, without, re- 
gard.to rank, who were” in. the continental 

servite, onthe 27th of August aforesaid, was 
thought; by the enemy, sufficient to sanctify 
whatever cruelties they were pleased to inflict, 

death» itself not excepted; but to pass.over 
particulars which would swell. my: narrative far 
beyond my design— 

The private soldiers, who were, beihahe to 
New-York, were crowded into churches, and 

environed with slavist: Hessian guards, a peo- 

ple ‘of a strange language, who were sent to A- 
merica for no other design but cruelty and de- 
solation’; and at others, by merciless Britons, 
whose mode of communicating ideas being in- 
telligible in this country served only to tan. 
talize and insult the helpless and perishing ; 
but, above all, the helligh delight and triumph 

of the tories over them, as they were dying by 

hundreds: This was too much for me to bear 
as ‘a Spectator ; for I saw the tories exulting 

over the dead bodies of their murdered coun- 

trymen. I have gone into the churches, and 



_ British soldiers to be full of their black-guard 
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seen ‘sundry of the prisoners i in the agonies 

of death, in conseq-énce’ ‘of very hunger, and 

others ‘specchless, and ‘hear death, biting pieces 
of chips ; ; others’ pleading for God's sake, for 
something} to eat, and at'the samie time, shiver- 
ing ‘with the cold. ' Hollow groans saluted my 

ears, and ‘despair’ seémed to be imprinted on 
every of their’ countenances. The - filth in 
these churches in consequence ‘of the fluxes, 
was almost beyond description: ‘The floors | 

were covered with excrements. » I have care- 

fully sought to'direct my steps so.as‘to-avoid ‘ 
it, but could not. They'would beg for God’s 

sake for one copper, or morsel of bread. I 
have seen in one of these churches seven dead, 
at the same time, lying athong tho.excrements 

of their bodies. : 

It was'‘a’ Common practice’ with the enemy, 

to convey’ the dead from these.filthy places 

ia carts, to be slightly buried, and I have seen 

whole gangs of tories making derision, and ex- 

ulting over the: dead, saying there goes another 

load of damned rebels. I have observed the 
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jokes :and: vaunting. on. those: ,occag‘ons, , but: 
oe en than ; the 
tories, ©. 

“"Theiprovision dealt, une to the pric oners was 

by no ‘means sufficient. for the support, of life: 

It.waa deficient in quantity, and much more 

0 in quality., The. prisoners often presented 

me with a.sample of their bread, which I certify 

was‘damaged ‘to that degree, that it was loath. 
some.and. unfit. to be eaten, and I am bold to 

aver: it, as:my opinion, ,that .it hal been con-, 

demned, ;and..was of the very worst, sort. I 
have .seenand’ been fed upon damaged bread, 
in the-course of my captivity, and observed the 

_ quality of such bread -as has been condemned 

by the enemy, among which was very little so 
effectually spoiledas what was deali out to these 

prisoners, Their allowance of meat (as they 

told me) was quite trifling, and of the _ basest 
_ Sort. I never saw any of it, but was informed, 
bad’ as it was, it was swallowed almost as 

quick/as they got hold ofit.. Isaw some of 

them sucking bones after they were specch- 
less; others who could yet speak, and had 

the use of their, reason, urged me, in the 
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strongest and most pathetic manner, to use 

my interest in their behalf; for you plainly 
see, said they, that we are devoted to death 

and destruction; and, ‘after I had examined 
more particularly into their truly deplora- 

ble condition, and had become more fully” ap- 

Me of the essential facts, I was persaad. 

‘that it was a premeditated and systema- 
iical plan of the British council, to ‘destroy 

the youths of our land, with a view thereby 

vo <icter the country, and make it submit to 
their despotism ; but that T ‘could not do 
them any | material service, and that, “by arly 

public BtrEinpt for that purpose, I might en- 

danger’ myself by frequenting places the 
most nauseous and contagious that: could be 

: conceived of. I refrained going into the 

churches, but frequently conversed with 

such of the prisoners as were admitted to 

come out into the yard, “and’found that the 

sy stematical usage still continned.”° The 

guard would often drive me atvay with their 

fixed bayonets. © A Hessian one day follow- 

ed me five or six rods, but by making use of 

my legs, I got ‘rid of the-lubber, Some- 
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timés: I could. obtain a little conversation, 

notwithstanding theinseverities, =. 
- E wasin: one of the church yards, andi 
was fumoured among: those: inthe church, 

and sundry of the prisoners camé with their 
usual complaints to. me, and among’ the: resy 

alerge ‘boned;:tall young man, as he toldme, 

pki Pennsylvania, ‘who: was reduced tova 
re: skeleton’; ‘he said he was glad to.see 

me. asicnenes died, which he had/expected 
to have done last night, but was a: little-re- 

vived; he furthermore informed me, that he 

and his brother had been urged to-enlist.in- 
to:the British, but had both resolved to die 
first; that:his brother had died last night, in 
consequence of that resolution, and, that he 

expected shortly to follow him; butI.made 
the other’ prisoners stand a little off, and:told 

him: with.a low voice to enlist; he then ask- 

ed, whether it was right in the sight of God ? 
' [assured hinv that.it was, and that duty:to 

himself obliged him to deceive the British by 

enlisting and deserting the first oppor‘ unity ; 
wpon which heanswered with transport, that 

he would entist.. I charged him not to men- 

ae 
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tion my name as his adviser, least it should get 
air, and I should be closely confined, '‘in-con- 

sequenceé:of it.» ‘The integrity of these anf. 

fering prisoners: is ‘hardly:crédibie:. Many 

hundreds, Iam‘confident, submitted todeath, 

rather. ‘than: enlist’ in: the ‘British’ setvice,’ 
sven 1 am informed, :they:most generally 
weré pressed to-do. I-was astonished at the 
radiitiety of the two:brothers:particularlys: 
it seems that: they could not be stinrulated to 

such: exertions of heroism: fromn-ambition; as 

they were: but: obscure soldiers;' strong in 

déetl must the internal principle'of virmueibe, 
which:-supported: them to brave death, ‘and 
oné of them went through’ the operation; "as 

did:mahy:hundred others. I readily grant 

‘that instances of public virtuesare rio: excite- 
- Went to -the sordid and vicious, nor-on the 'o- 

ther hand, will all the barbarity of Britain-and 

Hesse: awaken:them to:a sense‘of: their daty 
to the: publics: but: these things’ will -have 

their’: proper -effect on the generous anc 
brave.— The officers on parole were most 
of them zealous, if possible, to afford the 

miserable soidiery relief, and-often consulted! 
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with:.one ,another:on the, subject, but te. no 
effect, being destitute of the. means.of: sub- 
siatence, which, they: needed ;.:nor could the; 
‘officers: project: any ; masure,:. which: they 
thought: would alter: their fate, or so much 

. asibe;armean;of getting them out! of those 

filthy places to: the priviledge of ‘fresh. aire 
Some..projected that all the:officers: ‘should 

g9 in» procession ‘to. gen. ‘Howe,.and plead 
" thescause of the perishing soldiers;. but this 
proposal.was negatived fur the following rea- 
sons, viz. because that gen. Howemustneeds 

be.well acquainted, and. have-:a thorough 

knowledge of the state and condition’ of thé 
prisoners (in every of their- wretched apart-. 

ments, and that much more particular and.ex- 

act than. any officer on parole: could. be:sup- 

Posed to: have, as the general had.a return. of 

thecircumstancesof the prisoners; by his. own 

" ofhcers,.everymorning, of:the number which 

were.alive,..ag also the number which died 

every twenty<four-hours; and.consequently 
the bill of mortality, as collected from the 

daily .returns; lay before. him’ with: allthe 

material ene and circumstances of the 

Se 
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prisohets; dndi provided the ofivers: shodld 
gd.in procession to gen. Howe, accord: 
ing to the projection; it. would give hinethe 
greatest: affront, and: that. he -woyld: either 
retore wpow them, that it-was no:part.of theit 
parofe to’ instract: him in: his conduct to:pri- 
soners:; that they were niutinying ‘against. 
hig authority, anc’; ‘by. affronting:him; had... 
rérfeited their parole ; or that more probabs 

ly, instéad::of: saying .one word to: them; 
would order then all into as wretched a cone 

finement. as the soldiers. whom: they sought 
tovrelieve; .for, at. that. time, the Beitish;: 

| from:tive getreral to the private centinel, were 
in full coafidence; nor did they so muchas 

hesitate, but that they should conquer:the 

country. .-Thusthe: consultation of::the of 
ficers. was: confounded and broken! to pieces, 

in. consequence of the dread, which at.that 

time Jay on their minds, of .offending. gem 

Howe; for they congeived. so;murdérous:.a— 
tyrant wouldnot.be too.good:to deatroy/even 

front, as they wete-equally in his power with 

the soldiers;: and, as gens Howe: perfectly 
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understood the éendition: df the:private vols 

diers, it wasoarggurd that.it. was exactly auch 
as he. arid his vouncil-had devised; and as he 
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meantito destroy: trem: it would be to:no pur-. 
puse for them:to tryi:to dissuade him from i! 

as they. wére helpicss and liable:'to the Sai 

fate,:\ on: giving the: least. affront;: ' inde 
anxibus apprehensions senmeiaaanain weresen in 
theie chén circumstances. :. 
mi elceoteidibardioniianiniagtidl dicinlonied in- 

tolerable:dc#ree. among: the:prisoners;: that 
the very school boys: in the strééts knew tte 

mental design of :it ini: some measure; at 

ledst; they: knew that they were: sturved ‘fo. 
death. Some; poor women ¢ontribtted: to 
their necessity, till their’ children were-al- 

most ‘starved, and all pérsons of commen 

uhderstanding knew that they were devoted 
to the cruelest and worst of deaths.” It wias: 
‘also proposed ‘by ‘some'to make a written re- 
preseritation of thé condition of the solidify, 
and the officers to‘siph it; and'that it should 

be couched in such:-terms, ‘as though they 

were apprehensive’ that: the general was it- 

posed upon by his officers, in‘their daily re: 
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ity, bination: ‘roisbue decom 

oppddition'to Great Britaini:: /Phis. . 
the officers’a litle shock,’ but:in- pfowdagiathon 

recovered: themselves:;: for:thia col. Huadeck+ — 
¢r being a; German; .was'feasting with gem 
De Heister, his- countryman, and from his con- 

duct, they; were..apprehensive,, that, he .was,.9 
Knave.s:_at least he.was sestegmed. 50 /by most 
of. the officers», itrwas. nevertheless. a. day, .of 
trouble, The enemy blasphemed,., Our, aris 
army, was,retreating’ in, New-Jersey, 2 ‘and our 
young, men murdered. by. hundrec sin. W 

York,;:,Thearmy.of Britain and, eshland pie, 
vailed for:a little . season, as though i it. 42.0 m 

dered. by heaven to shew, tothe latest posterity, 
what the British would have done if they could 
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place > Fale ates 
isl time,” for our rapa though in 

: possession ‘ofa late most-astnishing- vietory;. 
was by no’ ‘tieaing able to withstand the collects, 
ive'fotce of the’ ehemy ; ‘But his sagacity soon, : 

eatcd'a stratagem to-effec: that which, by. 

fétce; ‘to hitn was at that time impracticable ? 
Heithérefore ainused the enemy with a number 
of fites, arid in’ the night mage a forced march, 

undiscovered by them, and next morning fellin 

with their rear guard at Princetown, and killed 

atid tookimost of them prisoners. The ‘main, 

bedy'too late’ ‘perceived their rear was attacked, 

hurried back with all speed, but:to their morti: 2
 

fication, foutd they were out-generalléd, and - 

baffled’ by’ gen: “Washington, who was retired 

with his litle armytowards Morristown, and 

was out of their power. These repeated, suc- 
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cesges, one onthe back, of the other, chagrined 

the enemy,, prodigiously,,.and had an amazing: 
operation in the scale of American politics, and 

' diy was one of. the cornerstones, Qn. 
which.. their. fair structure...of| Independency, 
has been ;fabricated:; forthe -country:.at..no 
one »time: has. ever: been so-much, dispirited as 

_ just -before:the morning: of: this :glorious'sue- 
cess, which in part dispelled the gloomy.clouds 

_ of oppression and glayery, which, lay, pending | 
over America, big, with. the ruin, of this and 

future generations, and. enlightened: and. spirit- 

ed her sons to redquble their blows-on.a. mer-, 

ciless,. and, haughty, and; I may add; beet gionm 

enemy. . 

_ Furthermore, this,» success. had sti ref- 

fect on gen.. Howe:an l his council, and.rous- 

- ed them to a sense of their.own weakness, and 

convinced them that they were neither omnis- 
cient_nor omnipotent. Their obduracy and 
death designing melevolence; in some measure, 

abated or was suspended. The 'prisoners,; who 

were:condemnedyto the most wretched and 
cruclest of deaths, and who survived to. this pe- 

riod, though most of them died. before, were 

- ae 
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inmmediately ‘ordered’ to ‘be sent‘ within te. 
Washirigton’slines;"for ari exchange, “atid, “ih 
domsbaquencé-of W%, were taken out of thelr filthy 
and: poisendis pices of | ert 
out'of New! Vork to their 'frietids int Haste’; se: 
veral of hen fell’ dead in’ the streets’ of New 
York,’ as “they 'tittempted to watk’to the ves- 
sels’ in the harbor, for their intended embarka- 
tieh): » Whatonumbers lived te teach the fihes 

L-vatmot'aseertain, but, ‘from’ concutrent repre- 
' s@atation which 'T have'since  recéived from 
nuititsers of people who ‘lived in atid adjadent’ 
to'sich parts’of thé country, where they were 

reveived fromthe’ eneiny, ‘T apprehend that 
most ‘of then died in consequence of thé’ vile 

usageiiof the ‘enemy. ‘Some, who Were eye 
withesses-of that’ scene of mortality, more ¢8- 

pecially in that part Which eéntinued after the 
yreme tGOK place, are of opinion, that it was, 
nay in’ dbnsequenée. of a slow poison ; BS ‘but 
this t réfer to’ the dactors that” attende d them,. 
who’ até Certatily the best judges. 

~Upati the Gest calculation I have been a able 
to “mhuke” ftom personal ‘knowledge, and the 

many ‘evidences ‘T have collected in support of 



sage to the ce dipctbal Bos most st of the resi: 
due, who reached their friends, having receiv 

ed their death wound, could not be restored by 

the assistance: of physicians ‘and: friends; ‘but, | 
like their brother prisoners, fell a sacrifice tothe 
relentless and scientific barbarity’ of: Britaini'1 
took as much pains as my circumstances would | 
admit of, to. inform mysélf not only of matters 
of. fact, but. Tikewise of the very design and 
aims of gen. Howe and his council Phe lat- 

‘ter of which I predicated on’ the’ former, and 
submit it to the candid pubiie. 9) 4) | 
And lastly, the aforesaid success’ of the. ‘A- 

merican arins had-a happy effect. on the-con- 

: tinenial officers, ‘who: were on: parole-at: New | 

York: ‘A number of us assembled, but-not-in 
a public manner, and, with full bowls.and gilas- 
ees, drank gen. Washington's healthy and.were 
nct wamindfil: of Congress and ;our:. worthy 
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tive, for certain reasons, though Ihave "ee 
en tioned it to some. of my close friends and con- 
pebetic. reg sent for me. to his'lodgings, and told 
red ti me, * That faithfulness, ‘though in a ‘wrong 
ae au, ‘had ‘nevertheless recommended me to 

é to the i gen. Sir William Howe, who was minded to 
ee make'me a colonel of a regiment of new levies, 
gia. alias tories, in the British service ;'and’ propos. 
ia: ed that:l should go with him, ‘and some other 
ign gd officers, 0; England): who would embark’ for 
fin tae that purpose in’ few days, and there be intro- 

=F, atid duced ito. Lord G. Germziné, and probably: to 

dail; the’ king: and, that: px «ously F‘should’ be 

ulotied equal to such<an introduction; and, in. 
stead of paperirags, “be paid)in: hand guineds ; 

after this should embark-with gen: Burgoyne, 
and. assist :in ithe: reduction. ‘of the: ‘country, 
which : infallibly. ‘would ‘be conquered, “and, 
when that ‘should -be:doné, I: should:'Have a 
large tract of land, ‘cither'in the New-Hamp- 
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shire grants,.or in Connecticut, it would. crv 
no odds, as ‘the country: would ‘be forfeited 
the crown,” (T° then stplied, "That, by 
faithfulness had te mmeh d'inyself to: 4 
Howe, : I:should be loth, by. imfaithfulness,. to 
lose the general’s guod opinion ; besides, that 
I viewed the offer of land to be-similar' to that 
which the devil offered Jesus: Christ, “'Togive 
him al}'the kingdoms of the world, if he would full 

. down and worship him;” when at the ‘gamé 

time, that the damned soul had not one foot ot 
land upon earth,” . This closed the: conversa 
tion, atid the gentleman turned from me ‘with 
anvair of dislike, saying, that 1 wis ia big : 
upon which T retired to miy: lodgings. . | 
Near the last of Novembér, L wascadmnitted 
to parole in. New-York, with many, other Ames 
‘Figan officers, on the 22d day of January, 1777, 
was-with. them directed by the British commis, 
sary: of prisoners ‘to ibe quactered-on the wéater: 
ly part-of Long- Island; and out parole ; coutih- 
ved. ‘ During ‘my inyprisonment there; :no‘oc- 
chrren¢es: worth observation happened: obs 
tained’ thé méan’ of living'as well’as I desired, 
which in'a great measuré-repaired: my consti. 

“ ST EREREESRE 
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tution, which hed betn' greatly: injured by the 
severities of an inhuman captivity.:>d new ‘be; 

gan to. feel. myself: composed, expecting | ¢i- 
ther ap exchange, or continuaneé ih good aid 
honorable treatment; but alas! my visienasy 
expectations seon vanished. |The nevws:ofithe 
conquest. of ‘Ticonderoga by gen. Burgoyne, 
atuh the.advance ofhis army into the eountry, 
made the. haughty Brieons again to: feel théir 
A eg i ae OLN 

: Ser sonality: , epee saeds.oabw, vole 

a ghe et ‘paiaoness, mt, New-York, and 
some of the officers on parole, fels the serenity 
of it., Bargoyne.was,.to..stend their: dentigad:; 
Tohim shey paid adoration: In him thasasies 
Placed their confidence, ‘Stand forgetthe Land. 
their ,God;’?, apd sexyed Howe; Burgayne,and 
Knyphausen, _‘f ang. became. vile pn ae 
imaginatigns, - and, thei i 

. darkened, professing”. iacliaticet peliticinnn: 
and relying onifarcign and méscilesé:invaders, 
and. with them seeking the ruin, bloodshed atid 
destruction. of their cqunsty;:* heaaneesMols,’? 
expecting, with thens to tthate adi tiddndsinishe 
confincated estates of their: neighbomte )and 
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ind ale lagen gud Noten abi 
ST perefore God gay 7 de. 

‘nase, 9o telieve.a ie, thet they lbanight he 
dagended.}” ‘yet beste tah pitas aida educa) 

oiftketith dujol August 1 wes appretiended 
and, gader pretext of -artful,-mcan: and pitifal 
“pretences, that: I ‘had infriaged on my parole, 

taken’ frony atavern, “where there !were spore 
ow adoneniolicers a ate -—- enh 

| axed ick oteanan aad: whet vasa 
_pletedite) make - -my defénee ‘befare: the comt- 
manding officer’; but contrary ta, my expecta- 
roms hermetic a ‘of 

ccmadatinceenane 1 sors Deas. 
fied -Sbearmeal ‘of. vietuals, but was denieduit, 

iday ‘Ei: offered cight Spanish mill. 
dideliars foi like favov, but was denied and eee Se RUSE ETS ESTEE ESE RE EE 
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chips a Bete hole'which was cut, aa posi 
| hnife, through’ Rohe sayin asi aed 

dnnall-erevice, aitoogh shal I ae se 
Bite verysinall part Of jis face at once, whek 
tie applied ie the idle “but Broa ‘the ‘aisubiy 
ety “of him. i in thé situation ‘whith. wre wa 

ella eh pitits, who Had-a high s oe mae cn oe t 

murderers, thieves, and vee » m 
“nals; ad ‘all’ for the sold criitie’ of “uiishaken 

wee 

ie ea Se i ~ 

- eee * ~ po memenagn, ee —— - ~ ~~ Se ~ it - - “4 
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sloners,.. ila? asi: Tey wha sgh ts ie srmssy ead, 

s.ofnd.it came: Tra o, the third, day atthe 
ming, dow. of the gum, eat ange 8 ed 

ny. trae and I fed phon pe on. the’ same, 
bug 5 Sndulged my ‘Appetite t il degrees, 308, 3 in. 

a: 1 few days. more, was taken n from that , 

ment ft, and conducted. 9. the, Aext, loft.or story, 

yhere, there were abpye twenty Fgh 
a ne 1 militia agus who had. by een ind 

pane”: men, .W a . ho, hea been -d fron oe 

nak to that filthy. gy by. aca b ger 
of. f every denomination, mentioned: Mieg there, 

some before, and, others after Iwas put there, 
a2 he,bistory of the, proceedings relative.to 
the ‘provost, only, were Yr particular, w uld 
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this ¢ os py anid’in the ‘mean time was very eer: 
vicepb ble 'ta‘others whowere confined with him, 

The allegation ‘against hin as the caust ofthis 
Sms Ha ene ‘ 

accused ‘of sting Gre cord a of New. York, , 
| atthéitime the: west ‘part oPit, was donsuthed 
whey inwaesa sparta had been in 

Seeiiatioan Seshenoieh of those who were 
there confined 5 othe casé of two militixaficess 

excepted, , who:were taken: in their attempting 
to: eseape °frpms:itheir :patole ; band probably 
there: inay bé some’ other instanceswhich might 
justify euchia: confinement; » ia. “soigon, 4 

)Mro William Miller, a:commitree: aman-from 
West Chester ‘county, ond:stutd of New. Vouk) 
was taken from his bed in the dead of night, 

by ‘history: neighhors;: arid :was) starved:-for 
three: ‘days .andnights in: an apartment of the 



such areprehensible, conduct, snail ebel:o1 
committee-man was,desmedby theenemya suf. 
ficient atonement for.any. inhumanity, that they 
could. inyent or infiict.,., He.was.a. man; ofa 

_ good, natural understanding, a close, and.sincer 
friend to.the Jiberties.of Amerira, and endured — 
fourteen: months’ (cruel imprisonment with-thet 

salle lila reflects: ‘enti on 
himeclf.and.countey f -daytedulagye¢ “ype 

oMajor;Levi Wells, aicetain lanier: Bisoe, 
were apprehended and. taken: under guarddrom 

their!parole on Long Island;‘to the provost, on 

as: fallacious: pretences as.the:former, and were 
thére continued till:their :exchange took: place; 

which. Avas.near five; months. :iPheir fidelity 
and zealous. attachment. to. their »courtry’s 

zausey which was more than commonly conépi- 
chorus was undoubtedly the ‘real eause oftheir 
cohfinemgnt..). ui a both adelbareitergh a) ee 

Majer Brinton Payne, capt: Fishaven ‘dnd 
aapt, Ranlolph, whe had:at different times digs 

~~ 
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each in the-same filthy grok» sev aeaeraiel ips 

Aeew-weeks after: ‘my'confine yon the 

like fallacious: and. wieked:-pretences;:-was 
brought to the same place; from his perole‘on 
Long. Isiand,: major Otho Holland ‘Williams; 
now. full col. in the conitinetital army: This 
charaeter are united the gentlemait, officer; ‘sol: 
dier;.and friend ; he walked through the pris- 
on with an air of great disdain ; said he, “Ts 
this the: treatment: which gentlemen of the’con- 
tinental army are to. expect: from: thie: fascally 
British, when. .in theiz. power ?. Heavens forbid 
it:!?? He wvas.continued there. ee 

and: then.exchanged for a‘British major! +: °° 
«John Fell, Esq.: now amember db tesigtton 
for the-state.of New-Jersey, was taken from his 
awn house: by:.a Rang of infamous tories; and 

by orderof'a British gen. was sent to the pro- 

vost, where he continyed near one-year. \“The 

stench of the gaol, which was-very loathsome 
and unhealihy, occasioned a hoarseness of the 
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hana orbiobepdowed: fatal: manana whi ‘ 

niar, oahiecpaintcibidesting. inthe indeed: 
en over Sby +hisfriends: who were about shim: 
and himself conchaded he: must die. edule 

net endure:the theught that.so worthy’a- friend 

m’such “a méan;. Base, and: scandalous'manen, 
and that) his:famiy and frieads: should be-be- 
resve:l of:so:gteat and.desirabie. a blessing, as 

his farther cane, usefulness ind.cxampley might 
prowe sto dhem;ji b-thereforé wrote a letter: to 

' gén. Rebertson, who commandedin town, and 
being::touched withthe ‘most: sensible fedlings 
of ‘huttianity, which dictated ny pen to-paint 
dying! distress “in. such: lively “eolors” that «it 

wrought conviction én'the obdutacy’6f'aiBrit. 
ish general; ‘and ‘produced his order-to-temiove- 
the now honordible Joh Fell, 5. out ofa paol, 
fo’ private lodgiigs in town ;: ‘in ‘consequence 

of which he slowly: ‘recovered:his health: "There 
js so extraordinary a-circumstance which nter: 

vened AE spe _ ‘that ‘it ds worth 
aye iby te ae eee Pra ye eee ey hs 
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ein ht sie! chet st 
approbation, nid he! fsrbid me to 

snd iin the most ee ; 

toner ‘mine in n pabootial ‘as ‘Ihave ‘been’ ate 

dually cotiing ‘to) my‘end ‘for a considerable 
pa ‘and they: very’ well knew it, and likewise 

determined it should be'aéeomplishe
d; nthey 

had’ derved many others’; ‘that, to ‘ask ‘a’ favor, 
would give thé merciléss ‘enemy’ decasion't® 
triumnph ver me-in* my last motivents;)| and — 
therefore Iwill ask no favors from them, ‘but 

resign myself to my’ supposed fate.” But the 
letter Ti sent without’ ‘his'knowledge, and I eon: 
fess I had but'little expectations from it, yet 

could not’be easy till I had sent it. It'miy be 
worth.a remark, that this gentleman was'‘un 

Englishman born, and, :from:the beginning of 
the: revolution,’ has’ invariably wera and 

maintained the cause of liberty. ges 
Phe British have made so exterisive’an im. 

provement of the. provost during ‘the present 
revolution aa late; that.a very short defini. 
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: tion: will bei; suficient fo he. 

the Brita inquisition, aks ‘caloulaned: 40 
. enaive: mensures end ider 
signs; by inpprenaing haiti iriee!: liberty; 
as also x place -to.confine the criminals, and 
“most. infamous wret¢hes:of their.own army, 
‘where: many gentlemen. of the American ar- 
‘Wyy aed citizens therepf,, were promisquous- 
Jy,confined, with,every:species of criminals; 

but.they divided. into different, apartaients, 
_ and: kept.at a8, greata remove as circu 

ees. permitted; but it,wagnevertheless atthe 
- eption-of a-villangua-serjeant, wha had. the 
charge.of the provast,. tovtake. any.gentle- 
Men from -their reom,. and, put:them into 

the. dungeon, .,, which -was often the age: 
At two, different. times, J, was: taken. down 

" ptairs. for, that. purpose, -by.a file of. soldiers 
with fixed. bayonets, andthe serjeant brand- 

ishing his.sword.at the.same¢.time,, and hay- 
ing been hrought tothe door-of thedungeon, 
L there, flatsered the, vanity.of the. serjeant,. 
whose: name,.was Keef, by which. means I 

| procured, the surprizing: favor to. return to 

degeyde ees ee TEREES 

Se 

Be aaegss 
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| ee: bit some‘or thet’ sgh'mmet: 

| joey temo ‘hia dectining wmce ‘of healh, 

eg ‘Beay iN die dasotendee steeh 
“viefows atid MPbred; itnperidus pascal:’ Re. 
“fivonstrances’ agitfhst' hinr were’ preférted' to 
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ny gentiémen: iedutd ‘tot ‘bear’ “nik” 
dhce;' ‘and determined! to Reep ata Ce 

tince:and'neither please or displease the vil- 
ladtr;: bat'nonecould keep clear of his abuse; | 

however mild? measures were'the Best he 

not Nesitate to) calf as damned rebels; 
avd tee tre with the: coarsest language. ‘The 
‘enpts. Plitteveri;Randotph ant’ Mercer; were 
‘the ‘objeets of his most flagrant ait@ repeated ~ 
rades;' who were many times ‘taken tothe 
ee “and there: ‘continued ‘at hisiplea- . 

-: Capt: \Fiahaven took. cold Yn the: dent- 

the? cofimandér’ ofthe town, ‘but no-retier 
could be obtained, ‘for his superiots were th- 
‘doubtethy welt pleaseit with his wbisive edn. 
-dd6t'o the’gentleineh, under the’ stverities 
* of ie power; ariel rémonstrating dgainst Nis 
“$rifefnal conduct, only served to confitm’him 
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ia rept and, for. this reason. m Reyer : 
‘ma the sul bject, 

» for 1 ‘knew that 4 : was 

trust, ee a worse 1 man mp to ait 

hit’; But there was.no need of making any 
ointments for, Cunningham; their 

provast marshal, and Keef, his deputy, wer 
sia rascals as their army | could beast of, 

rept on ¢ Joshua Loring,. an infamous tery, 
who was, ve a of prisoners 5 7 Nor hid 
“ay OF these 

ey Rah eh 

Ares eA (eral a which. were a pe | 

yprreeist, oothia, Iyoring ia. monater |= 
Phere. ip.ROt. ai like in, neon 1 shape... He 

hibity a amil chance, pil AP 
mina MY: 7s but has. 3b Rest in- 

“nn come 



COL. EwALLEW’S.CAPTIVITY. 313 

meena Now er He eth most, magen 
pirite y, deceitful, and destractive 

Sitimal in:God’s, devin below, and legions 
<P infeinat devils,’ with all their trer 

. orrork; ‘aye impatiently ‘ready to, receive 
) Howe’ and ‘hin, with, ‘all their detestable ac- 
om lites; into the ‘thost oan rene 
the hotiest region of hellfire.’ '” 

linice, when! his 

oS Beth api 

Bcc "i bet Nek ; rie : 
séagtiring aiid enteepied séidiei 5

" His role 

a de ibe? dobording to
t ‘fo an ‘i isi

 hide 

‘oPigite one thousand Spirt of Whith ‘were 



“3M ‘a! hh aes € ive ore 459 

niin asinine 
out-of the whole he brought intd-acteorts!' ‘Phe 
etieniy' advanced :bekily;:.and! thee two teodidé 
formed wi yards of cach othery 
Col; Warher havitig forined himown reganéns, 
and thit!o€: col. Francis’s; did'bot wait forthe: 
enemy: but gave thent;; a heavy, Sire fri Ris. 
while: line, and they:,retumed it, withogrest 
bravery: At was by : this: ‘time. dangerous fir 
thas¢ | ‘of bath, parties, who, were, not-prepared 

for the world to, came ‘but colonel, Hale. beng. 
apprised of, the danger, ni ver brought,hig r¢-. 
iment to, the changes but. left. Warner ind. 
Francia, to stand, the jplowing.of eee nin 
but luckily fell: in with an ipeonsider 
ber, of , the, Riding sno hina ame, 

{ The ple gener ’ 

cin Sell in, the, same, but Col, Sommnanaite | 

: a erence 
os ito hin pyaar renadicrs, 

3 P 
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ie rosy and eet: 

aes The eit i itr me poe of. 
att ener sence rey ‘Wwids prt hell : 

| rity 
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ymniman Sg MONG Wah 
» ground Where the eneiny had fortified, pro- 

py toate the in their works'tipon a 

rite the Geiierat ati his clined of war, 
the little: witlitia brigade’ of undisciplined he: 
noes, With their long brown 'firelocks, ‘the test 
secutity of free people, without either’ dan: 

| hon Or bayonets, was, On the. t6th day ‘of’ Au: 
_soeobiran to” ssi ‘their bol@‘ebm: 

: ’s dreadful fire, 

: and to the-astonjsliment af the ‘world: ‘and ‘bur: 
lesque of discipline;-cartied évery: part of their 
‘Hines in: léss ‘thant one quarter of an‘hour' after 

. the’ attack ‘became general, took’ their cannon; 
killed. and ‘captivated: more than: two thifds’ of 
their number, wich ianstoxtaliaed' 8 | 
berinioneges ng tort fe O'post 
- Ameng -the: ones a in 

EFEEIP ES 
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Baum, their: commander, a‘ Col, Pfester, who 
headed an infamous gang of tories, and large 
neh Oh anenne sanilcaonag te pve 

command, a veer -of British “and. Hessian | 
officers; surgeons, &c.:and more than one hus 
dred .of the aforementioned. Pfester’s ‘com- 
mand, | ‘The prisoners being collected togeth- 
er, were. sent to.the ‘meeting-house, in. the 

_ town, 'byxa strong. guard, andGeneral Stark 

not imagining any present. danger, the. militia 
| sattered from. him to rest and:.refresh them- 

- ‘selves 5, in ,this. situation; h¢. was: on m.sudden 
attacked. by a reinforcement of,,one thousand 

and, one hundred of the enemy, commanded 
by,a.,Goy,: Skene, with two, field,piecesuir~ 
“They, advanced j in regular order, and: a Mp 

an, incessant, fire, , especia 
| pieces, and, the remaining. najlitia, retrea 

slowly, before. them,.disputed the ground inch | : 
by, inch. . The, enemy. were,,heard , to, hallgg 
to. them, saying, stop, Yankees, Inthe mean | 
time, Col, ‘Warners. ith about. one. huadred : 
and thirt -gnen.of his, regi sient, who. were not. 
in the. a fiot astion;, ‘arrived, and attacked the 
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enemy. with great: fury, bemg: determined to 
have ample revenge on account:of the quarrel 
at Hubb..rdton, which brought them ‘toa stand, 
and. soon. after ‘Gen. Stark’ and:€ol. Herrick; 
brought on more of the scattered militia; and 
the action became general’; ina few minutes 

the enemy were forced from: their caimon, gave 

way on all. parts and: fled, arid: the ‘shouts of 

victory were a second time proclaimed: in fa: 
vor of the militia: > ‘Fhe enemy’s loss" in ‘kill: 
ed: and prisoners;. in these two actions, amount | 

ed? to more’ than one thcusand’and two" hin 

_ amen ‘and: our’ lose) didnot ‘exeeed fifty 

This was ‘a bitter stroke to the enemy, 
ne thelr pride ‘wold’ ‘not’ perinit thent to’ hé. 

sitate but'that' they could vanquish the coun- 

try; and’ ag a’specimen of their atrogancy, I 
shall insert General Burpoyne’s' protiaiiation: 
“By John Burguoyne esq. lieutenant gene- 

ral’ of his majesty’s armies in’ America, colonel 
of tHe queen’ s regiment of light dragoons, gov- 

emndr of fort Williath, i in North Britain, one ‘of 

the repregentatives of the commons of Great 

Britain in’ parliament,.and commanding an ar-. 
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my and feet..employed.on an. tb tae — 
Canada &e. &onkes © 
. “The. forces entrusted to: my command are 
designed to.act in. concert.and upon a common 

principle, withthe.numerous armies and fleets 
which already: display in every..quarter of A- 

metica, the.power, the justice, and, when prop- 
erly:sought; the mercy ofthe king, . 

. * The cause in which the British arms are 

thus exerted, applies to the most affecting in- 

- terests-of.the--human -heart ; and:the military 
servants. of. .the.crown;: at first.called forth for 
the sale. purpose.of. restoring’ the rights:of the 

constitution, .now combine with love'of their 
country» and.duty to their sovereign, the oth- 

er_extensive. incitements which spring from a 
due sense.of the general privileges of mankind. 
To, the. eyes:and ears of the temperate-part of 
the public, and to the breasts of suffering thou- 

sands in .the provinces be the melancholy ap. 

peal, whether the present unnatural rebellion 

has not been amade a foundation for the com. 

pletest system ‘of tyranny that ever God in his 

displeasure, suffered: for a time to be exercised 
over a froward and stubborn generation. 
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» “Arbitfary imprisonment, confiscation ‘of 

sihipiltey, persecution and torture, uny reteden- 
ted in the inquisitions:of the ‘Romish: church, 

are’. among:the palpable enormities that verify 
the. affirmative. Theseare inflicted by assem- 
blies and committees; who dare’ to profess 
themselves friends to liberty, upon the most 
.quiet subjects, without distinction ofageor sex, 
for the sole crime,. often forthe sole suspicion 

of, having: adhered in principle. to the govern- 
ment -under ‘which they were ‘born; -and.:to | 
which, by every tie, divine. and: human, they 

eweallegiance. Toconsummiate these shocking 
“ proceedings, the profanation of religion is add. 

ed. to,the most profligate prostitution of ‘com- 
mon reason; the consciences of men are set at 

nought ; and multitudes are compelled not on- 

ly to bear arms, but also to swear subjection to 

a usurpation they abhor. | 
** Animated by these considerations ; at® the 

head of troops in the full powers of health, dis- 
‘cipline, and valor; determined to strike where 

“necessary, and anxious to spare where possible, 
I by these presents invite and exhort all ‘per- 

sons, in, all. places where the progress of this ar- 
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my-may point; and-by the blessing.of God I 
will extend it far;to maintain such a conduct 
as may justify:ine in protecting their lands, hab- 
itations: and ‘families. The.intention of this 
‘address is to:hold'forth security, not: depreda- 
tion‘to the country. ’:To those whom spirit and 
principle may. induce to partake of the glorious 
task-of- redeeming their. countrymen .from.dun- 

‘geons, .and_re-establishing the blessings of le- 
‘gal: government. .; I, offer. encouragement, and 
‘employment:; and upon the first, intelligence 
oftheir associations, Iwill find means to assist 

their undertakings... ‘The:domestic, the indus- 

trious, | the infirm, and even the timid. inhabi- 
tants, I am desirous, to protect, provided they 
‘remain quietly: at their houses ; that they do not 

suffer their cattle to be removed, nor. their < com 

or forage to be secreted or destroyed; that 

they do not break up their ridges or. roads, : 

nor by any other-act, directly: or: indirectly, en- 

deavor to obstruct the: operations of the king’s 

troops, or supply or assist those of the enemy. 
Eyery species of provision brought tomy. camp 
will be paid for at an equitable rate, and in so- 
lid coin. 
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_ \§¢din consciousness. of:christanity, my:zoyal 

‘Master’s. clemency, :and the-honor .of soldier 

ship,.:1 -have dwelt Japon: this invitation, and 

awished for:more persuasive terms to give itim- 
pression :' And let:not:people. be led:to.disre- 

gard. it, by considering their, distance,from ithe 

Immediate: situation of :my;eamp.-r-] have, but 
to give stretch to the: Indian forces, ynder.my 
direction, ::and they:: amount':to . thousands, to 

overtake -the ‘hardened enemies | of :Great- Bai- 

‘tain and puma iI consider:; them; Ane RATRE | 

id Tf; notwithstanding: these etic and 
‘Griese inekinadoawto effect them, the phrengy 
of ‘hostility ‘should/remain,:E trust;J shall stand 

‘acquitted 4 in’ the eyes:of:God:and, men, ,an.de- 

‘nouncing and ‘executing the vengeance of, the 

- state against the :wilful: outcasts, —Che ,mes- 

sengers:of justice and of wrath:await, them i in 

'- the. field; and: devastation, famine, and every 

coneomitant horror. that.a reluctant but indis- 

pensible presecution of military duty must oc- 

Jenslon, will bear the way to. their return. 
Ba ae J, BURGOYNE. 
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tei gan uiidaeclinnsy thelieut: gene- _ 
nti i asi ev, 

te) Secretary. 

« Camp near Tremere, Ath Py 1777. 

Gen. — was still the toast, ‘and the 
severities ‘towards’ the prisoners were'in great 
‘Wieasure increased or diminished, in proportion 
ty the expéctation of conquest.” His vety’ 0s- 
tentatious proclamation was in the harid arid 
mouth of the soldiery, especially the tories, and 

from it, their faith was raised to asstirance—I 

wish my countrymen in general could but have 
an idea of the assuming tyranny, and haughty, 
malevolent, and insolent behavior of the enemy 
at that time’; ‘and’ from thence discern’ the in- 

tolerable calamities which this country have 
extricated themselves from by their publi¢’ spi- 

~ yitedness‘and bravery.—_The downfall of gen. 
Burgoyne; and surrender of his whole army, 

dashed ‘the aspiring hopes and expectations of 
the enemy, and brought low the imperious 
spirit of an opulent, puissant and haughty na- 
tion, and made the tories bite the ground with 
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anguish, exalting the valor:of the free-born 
sons of America, -arid’ raised their fame and. 

that: of their brave commanders to the clouds, 
and-immortalized gen..'Gates with laurels‘of 
eternal duration.—No -sooner had the knowl! 
edge of this interesting and mighty event reach- 
ed His Most Christian Majesty, who in Eu. 
rope shines-with a superior lustre in goodness, 

policy and arms,. but the illustrious potentate, 
auspiciously influenced. by heaven..to premote: 
the reciprocal interests and happiness.of the an.. 

cient kingdom of France, and. the.n¢ wv and. ris. 
ing states of America, passed the great and de- 

cisive-decree, that the, United States of Ameri- | 

ca, should be free and independent,—- Vaunt no 

more, Old England !. consider you are but an 

island ! and that, your;power has been continu- 
“ed longer than: the exercise of your humanity, 
Order your broken and vanquished battalions 

to retire from America, the scene of your cru- 

elties.. Go home.and repent in dust and sack. 

' cloth for your aggravated crimes. . The cries 
of bereaved: parents, widows, and orphans, 

reach the, heavens, ai: you are abominated ky 

every friend to America. Take your friends 
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the-tories with you, and be gone,, and drink 
deep of the cup of humiliation. Make peace 

with the princes, of, the house. of Bourbon, 
for you are in. no condition to. wage war ‘with 

them. Your veteran soldiers are fallen in 

America, and your glory i is departed. _ Be 
quiet and pay your debts, especially for the 
hire of. the Hessians. There is no other way 
for you to get into credit again, but by res 

formation and-plain honesty, which you have 

despised ; for your power is by no means 
Sufficient to support your vanity. I have had 

opportunity to see a great deal of it, and felt 
its severe effects, and learned lessons of wis- 

dom and policy,: when I wore your heavy 

irons, and bore your bitter revilings and re. 

proaches. Ihave something . of a smatter- 

ing of philosophy, and understand hyman 

nature in all its stages tolerably well; am 

thoronghly acquainted: with, your national 
crimes, and assure you that they not only 

cry aloud for heiven’s vengeance, but excite 
mankind to rise up against you. Virtue; 
wisdom and policy are, in a national sense, 

always sonnentes with power, or in other 
Oe eis a 
"be 
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words, powet is theiroffspring, and‘ such 
power as is not dlirected'by vitthé, wisdor 
and policy, never fails finally to destroy it 
self as yours Has done.—It is.so in the na- 
ture of things, and unfit that it should be 

otherwise; for if it was not so, vanity, injus: 
tice, and oppression, might reign triumphant 
forever. 1 know you have individuals, who 

still retain their virtue, and consequently 

their’ honor and’ humanity. -Those I really 
pity, as they must more or less suffer-in the 
calamity, in’ which the nation is plunged 

headlong ; but as a Nation r hate anid des- 
pise you. — : 

My affections ave Frenchified: —I'gtory in 
Louis the sixteenth, the: generous and pow: 

erful ally of these statés ; amy fond ofa’ con 

nection with so enterprizing, learned, polite, ! 

courteous, and commercial a nation; atid am 

sure that I express tle s¢fitiments‘ and feel- 
ings of all-the friends to the present revolu. 

tion, I begin to learn the French tongue, 

and recommend it to my ‘countrymen befre 
Hebrew, Greek or Latin, (provided but one 

» of thein énly are to be attended to) for the 
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trade’ and ‘cotaitrce of these states in fi. 

tude mitist inevitably shift ‘its clanne? from 
England to Fratce, Spain'and’ Portugat; and 

therefore tlie statesman, politician and ther: 
Chant; ‘need’be acquainted’ with their several 
languages, particularly the French, whieh is 
much in vogue in most’ parts of Europe. 

Nothing could have served'so effectually to 
ilfuminate, polish, and enrich these states as 
the present revolution, as well as preserve 
their liberty. Mankind'are naturally toona- 
tional, even to a'degree of bigotry, and com. 
mercial intercourse with foreign nations, has 
a great and necessary tendency to improve 
mankind, and erase the superstition of the 
mind by acquainting them that human na. 
ture, policy and interest, are the same in all 

nations, and at the same time they are ‘bar. 

tering commodities for the conveniences and 

the happiness of each nation, they may reci- 
procally exchange such part of their cus- 

tomis and manners as may be beneficial, .and 

learn to extend charity and good will to the 

‘whole world of mankind. ——I was confined 
in the provost-gaol at New-York the 26th 

-_ 
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day of August, ‘and continued. .there to:the . 
third day of May, 1778, when Iwas taken 
out under. guard,.. and conducted. toa 
sloop in the harbor at New-York, in. which 
I was guarded to Staten-Island, to general 
Campbell’s quarters, where .I was admitted 
to eat and drink with the general and sever- 

alt other of the British field officers, and treat.. 

ed for two days i in a polite snanner. As I was 

drink’ ing wine with them one’ evening, I made 

an obse rvation on my transition from the pro- 

vost-criminals to the company of gentlemen, 

adding that I was the same man still, and should 
give the British credit by him (speaking to the 
general) for two days good usage. “ 

THe next day col. Archibald Campbell, who 
was exchanged for me, came to this place, 
conducted by Mr. Boudinot, the then Ameri- 

ean commissary of prisgners, and saluted me 
in a handsome manner, saying that he never 

was more glad to see any ‘gentleman i in his life, 

and I gave him to understand that I was equal: 

ly glad to see‘him, and was apprehensive that 

it was from the same motive. The gentlemen 

present laughed at the-fancy, and conjectured 
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gladness ; so we took a glass of wine together; 
and then, I was accompanied. by.. gén; Camp-. 

bell, col. Campbell, Mr,Boudinot, and a num.-. 
_ ber of British: officers,.to the boat, which was, 

réady to sail to Elizabethtown-point. _ Mean 

while I entertained them with a rehearsal of. 

the cruelties exercised: towards. our prigoners ;. 

andassured them that~E) should use my influ-. 

ene, that their. prisoners.should be; treated. in; 

fyture:in ‘the .same manner, as. they should in 
future treat ours; that I thought it-was right 

. in: such, extreme: cases, . that. their, example. 

should be applied to their own prisoners ;, then, 
‘exchanged: the. decent.ceremonies. of compli. 

ment, and parted. I sailed to.the point afore- 

said, and, in a transport of joy, landed on lib- 
erty ground, and, as I advanced into the coun. 

try, received the acclamations of a grateful peo- 

ple. 

I soon fell into company. > with col. Sheldon, 

of.the light horse, who in a polite and oblig- 
ing manner, aceompanied me to head- -quarters, | 

Valley Forge, where I was courteously. receiv. 

ed by. gen. Washington, with peculiar marks 
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of his appeoblition andl eseben, atid! wild intro. 
dived to’ most ‘of the generals, and: many of 
the pliricipal officers of” thé ‘army” ‘who treated 
me’ With respect, and ‘after having offered ‘yen- 
eral! Washiington-miy farther service, it behalf 
of iiiy country, as’ soon as my Health, which 
was'¥ery mitich impaired, would admit; and ob- 
tain his licencé'to return home, I took my leave 
of his ‘excelléncy, and set’ out from Valley 
Forge’ with gen. Gates‘ahd his suit ‘for Fish | 
Kill; where we ‘arrived the‘latter end of May. 
In this tour the: gen: was pleased to treat me 
with the familiarity of’ a companion, ahd’ gen- 

érosity of a lord, and to hinr fF made known 

some striking’ circumistances which occurréd 
in the course of my captivity. I then bidfare 
well to my noble gen. and the gentlemen of his 
Fetinue, and set out for Bennington, the capital 

of the Greeri Mountain Boys, where I arrived 

the evening of the last day of May, to their 

great surprise ; for I was to them as one rose 
from the dead, and now both their joy and mine 

_ was complete. Three cannon were fired that 
- €vening, and next morning col. Herrick gave 
ordérs, and fourteen’ mote were discharged: 



welcoming me to Bennington, my usual place 
. Of abode ; thirteen for the United States, and 
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one for young Vermont. a 
After this ceremony was ended we cawed Ae 

the flowing bowl, and rural felicity, sweetened | a 
with friendship, glowed in each countenance, | 
and with loyal healths to the rising States of ie 
America, concluded that evening, and with the . 
same loyal spirit, I now conclude my-narra- _ ¢ 4 
tive. : | 
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Castleton. Here he, 
Arnold, who had . 

_ setts committee to raise 400 men, and ¢ 
object, which was now abotit.to be ac 
Se ee ee ct. as.an 
assistant. LAllen., . They.xeached the. Jake op. 
posite : anti ? ch tie 
1775. With the utmo difficulty boat wane peositred, 
and, 83 men were landed eerie garrison... er 

collected 230. of the. yg settlers..and | 
unexpectedly j 

of day, rendering. it dangerous. to..wait, 1 
rear, it was determined immediately 8 to proceed. . T! 
commander in chief now Kh his men, represent- 
ing that they had been for a symp: rae yearsa. i 

udpt wilt epiegsicd saw Probate waite c 8a new grading to:advance before 
you, and ‘in: conduct it ce bf 

e; and yo ) that will go bluntarily- in, this 
attempt, poize-your: frelocks” At the head 

ofthe centre file he marched instantly to the gate, where 
d'sentry snapped ‘his. gun-at him and: retreated through 
tie’covered way ; he pressed forward into the fort, and 
formed his men on'the parade in-such a- manner as, to 
face two opposite barracks. Three huzzas awaked the 

‘A sentry,’ whoasked quarter, pointed’ ont the 
‘apartments ofthe commanding officer; and’ Allen with 
a drawn: sword over tha head: of captain De la Place, 
avho'was undressed, demanded the surrender of the fort. 
“By what authority do you demand it?” inquired ‘the 
dstonivtied commander: ‘ 1 demand it,’ said’: Allen, 
“in the name of the great Jehovah and of the continen- 
tal: congress.” The sutumons could not be isobayed, 
and the fort with its:very valuable stores and’ 49. pai 
érs was immediately ‘surrentéred: Crown Point was 
tuken the same day; andthe capture of a sloop of war 
soon afterwards made Allen and his brave party, com: 
plete masters of Lake Champlain: : 

‘Inthe fall of 1775 he was sent twice into’ Canada ‘to 
observe thie dispositions.of the people, ang attach them, 
if possible, to thie: uence: ‘oause. ae this Vast 
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“by a circuitious ged carried to Halifax. 

this place, captain Burke, a daring 
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ne had retreate: ‘ew Py 
iateaeel its a fa 

af the fa Pendennis castle; near aia 
tn pe anuary, 1776, he ‘was put on board a ire 

mained confined in the gaol from June to re 
“he was: eS to New-York. on eo 

to kill the ' Br Hh eaptale tnd we the A agg 
pine Allen refuse ee, the plot, and. was 

he 

crowded, he saw seven iyi i ioe ove tie aoa 
biting, pieces of chips { a hunger... 
‘ghatof the prisoners taken. at eee alana a oa te a 
Washington, near 3000 perished by hunger and 
or in consequence of Gries poet Po by the imp 
ty of their prisons, 
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Colonel Allen was exchanged for colonel ye mpbell 
May 6) oieed ae after having. pila d to ead nah ith of aero pent Waning 
ee ‘ia re sae a Le r3 % red by te 

y em! ee mo which al dig diagiave borer un- 
Ts ofa child. He believed, with puss 
Age ih Oe death . would: tranismi te into® 
rds; fiaties, reptiles, &c. and often it ened hia fests, 
hat. he himsel expected to live again in the fort df'a 

Jatge white horse aes 
yd. pragts a Humber of st ae ‘in the controversy 
“wi in 17790 narrative of his 

a bile ibe't the ‘orac abF renin, 3 1786,’ fou 
‘fast. waa intended to ridicule the doctrine-of Méées 
ae ¢ prophers. -It would bo unjust ‘to bring’ age 

the charge of having effected great mischiefin 
‘worlds for. oy hae Lyf carats ARIS 

tet: ae bt 

ee 
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AG BNe GREENE. 

iianer 2 40 coast 12) ‘tid i. 
out NATHANIEL a naj 
sheay of the. United. States, was:: Lal in: Warwick, 
oRhade,faland, about the year 1740.) 
~qualetts,:,-Bia:fether was.an. anchor : eel sre 
‘peonceraed i in some valuable inon works, 

mall jibrary; his 
bs the c peru of terdine: 19 han oceu- 
share of his attention. Such was 

a eeanieoaicnte which his character was:held; that-he 
“fantom of he ‘hig-life chosen) member of 

vyonsa After: the battle of Lex- 

ving: 2 
three regixbente:with thertitle of. bel palin general: he 
 ded:them: $0'Ce 3 in consequence of which the 

‘renounced all contiexion with: him‘as a mem- 
‘ber of their: religious body.: On the‘artival of Wash- 
siagianst Cambridge,’ he was the. first, who to 
the.commander in chief his satisfaction ‘in his@ppoint- 
vente: ‘ahd he'.se0n gained: his-entive ‘confidence.’ ‘He 

by congress: major general in Au. ist 
‘az torn the battles-of Trenton on. the twenty-sath 
— pre s and : Se a 
f january: dl was much inguished. ‘com 

ametaied the lefe wing of ttie-American army at: the bat- 
Germantownon the folrthef October: “In Mareh 

pone ci 2 Frugigte’ 
“ed on the ee June at the battle of Mon: 
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mouth. © His courage and rag were. 
the so ar of August Rieti” v7 
signed in ‘this year the ne ofice “ 

was’ succeeded: ‘by colonel - 
hunevet whiclr attended the American arias Sw 
Carolina, ‘he was: a. to supersede Outes, @ 
took the commaud in the’ sietliedo dopuatthone Decem- 
ber 3, 1780. Having recruited: the army, ‘which ‘tad 
eubenanedhiate ek reduced: by deftat and desertion; he 
sent out a détachment under the: brave: general Mor. 
gan, who gained the important: mace: worn 
January 17,1781. ‘Greene-effected Ps smear 
on the seventh of Feoruary, ‘but on account of: then 
perior nunrbers’ of Cornwallis :he: vetmated 
skill to Virginia: «Having: resins 
forces, he retutned to: North Carolinaay and inthe battle 
of Guilford on ‘the pose me eae ee eee 
‘The victory however was ‘dearly boaght by: British, 
for their loss -was:-greaterthan that:of ze Americans, 
-and no‘ddvantages were derived from it.’ Ina few: 
Cornwallis began to march towards Wilmington; deay- 
ing many of ‘his wounded behind ‘himj: which -had' the 
appearance of-a: retreat; and Greene: followed ‘tin'for 
-some time.. “But altering his: plan, he-resotved to-ve- 
- commence offensive operations in South Carolina. He 
ac y tarched directly to: Camden, where:on the 

‘twenty-fifth of April he was engaged with lord Rawdon. 
Victory inclined ‘for'some time to the* Athericans;but 
the rétreat of two. companies: oecasioned: prin eon 
. the whole army.» Greene ‘retreated in good order, 
took ‘such measures as-effectually wieccnoebtetiiine 
- don from i im roving his swecess, and obliged ‘him in tho 
beginning of ‘May to’tetire beyond the Santee. ° While 
he was in de the! neighborhood of Santee; Greene hung in 
. onedag eight soldiers, who had deserted front his demy. 
- ‘For thyee months. afterwards ‘no: instance ‘of desertion 
«took place, - A number of torts and in: South 
- Ca now fell jaio his hands: He commenced the 
siége of: onNinety sik onthe ‘twenty-second of) May; but 
‘he:avas obliged ‘on the approach of dord: Rawdon in June 
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3 the : 
pens e glory: es 
‘him victory at the Eutaw a. in which | the Seiden’, who f . 
ast fought with the utmost. bravery, lost eleven hundred \t 
great men, and: the Americans about half that number. For Mie 
10 his his. , ia 

no a 
— LO 

mes "bir Mon cote dalote oF the: wir hie'tetitincd to ‘Rbidde : 
“Telaba, Where the greatest’ disstnsions prevailed, and 
his éndesvors ‘to restore harmony were room with 
edecets. In October 1785 he sailed #4: orgia 

‘torenth of hisige. In A nt ‘lowing, - 
ah yo, tie. to ‘sigue i his sc 

7 tit the beat of the federal government. 
‘Greene possessed ‘a hamane and benevolent 

“dbaposition, and abhorring the riche on and excessés, 
af which: partizans on. golly te uni- 
*formly ‘inculcated a spirit ‘of  ihodeanios he was 
-vesolutely ‘severe, when the ‘preservation of discipline 
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Ue of, enmouth | in ah 1778. In his most. dasing 
sad” fe : poset oc sdeg 
* iB Fushi err ik he on re ne al 

feck eth ef 
in. Ot the: a yne of ae after rec 

tion ‘the main ‘enemy’ 
hud crowded ‘Jémes a ver, c promod wart at the 

| ‘Medal gph haved rent nck when’ mie | am ed: “Ove 
Beet he’ fia the whole ' British’ ‘asniy,’ ‘con ng of 

, drdwh up’ 'Tetdy'to'recéive 
Av thia sex nner d ‘conceived of but ote wa eee 
* Hie Vustied tdwarts the enemy till he came withth 
a Woop yards; when he “cotfimenced ” a thon ro 

h he’ os for afew meena 4 on retreat 
abe “utindst “expedition.” “The b géneral 

poise) by'this tidverment, and’ apt Bpreneeaneet 
“ah dinbuseade fron La’ Payette would not allow of a put- 
‘wut. “After the’ “capture ‘of Cofniwallis, he was sent to 
‘ondivet the war in’ Georgit, where with’ec ual’ success 
he contetided With British soldiers; Indian savages | 
“Ameticat traitors) As'a reward for his services, Me 
Pin Si ‘of Georgia ‘presented him witha valuable 

“Atthe conclusion of the war He ‘retired: te pri« 
wane Ales Th 1787°he was a member of the Pennsylva- 
nia convention; ‘which ratified the constitution of the 
‘Unired Stites. 1h 1797 he sicceeded St. Clair inithe 
“eommiand Of the army to be’ employed eet tected 

- diarist: stk Battle ‘of the Miamis ‘A pi: aw 
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gust’1795'he concluded a trésty with the Hostile Indi 
northwest ‘of the Ohio. White ‘in the tars toot bie 
country he died in a‘hat at Presque Isle, aged plop Li 
ty-dne years; and was buried on the shore of Lake Erie. 

“BIOGRAPHY ‘OF GEN, PUTNAM, - 
a ISRAEL PUTNAM, a biajoe eneral ‘in the army " 

the United States, was born x Selem, Massachusetts, 
ary. 7%,.1718, His.mind was.yigorous, but it was 

never cultivated by. education.. When he for the: frst 
time went to-Boston, he wes insulted for his rysticity by 
a boy of. twice his 'size. After bearing his sarcasms un- 
fil:his nature was exhausted, he attacked and ven- 
squished the unmannerly fetow to the great diversion of | 
-acrowd of spectators.: In running, leaping and wrest- 
ling he almost always bore away. the prize, In 173% lie 
pemoved to Pomfret in Connecticut, where -he cultivat- 
ed.a-considerable tract of land. During the Frenehwar 
de was. appointed, to conimand ‘a company of: the ‘fifst 

-which. were raised in Connecticut in 1755.'* He 
‘gendered much service to the army in the neighborhood 
of. Crown Point. In 1756, while near Ticonderoga, he 
was repeatedly in the most imminent danger. He es- 
-caped in.an adventure of one night with twelve bullet 
holes injhis blanket... In August he was sent out’ with 
‘geveral bundred mento watch the motions of the enemy. 
‘Being ambuscaded by a-party of equal numbers, a genet- 
al but-irregular. attion took place. Putnam had dis- 
charged his fusee several times, but at length it missed 
. fire, while its muzzle was presented to the breast of'a 
gavage. .'The warrior with his lifted hatchet and a tre- 

mendous war whoop compelled him to surrender, and 
then bound him toa tree, In the course of the action 
ithe parties, changed their position, so'as to bring this 
‘gree directly between them... The balls flew ‘by him in- 
- céssantly 5 many struck the tree, antl some passed 
through his clothes. The enemy now gained posses- 
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the ground, but being afterwards driven ‘rom, 
Seid ha Rabin carried Boyt ajuiny with them, At 

fire wae kindled:to roast him. 
a; but a French. es saved him. The.next day. 

he arrived’ at Ticonderoga, and.thence, he, was. carried: 
to eee ent re ee saat 

inger pO ellow prisoner, . 
Senter. "WH ace he 
a 

- Hei imme-. 

r. Cambridge. 
. 80 ut, levied:a regiment, 
repaired : n tothe camp..; Ina litde. time he waa 

promated to vank.of major general, In. the battle 
Bunker’s hill he exbibited bis: usual intrepidity.— 

He directed the:men.to reserve their. fire, till the.enes. 
SY. WaAs. very. near, reminded themof their. skill, and teld 
them to take aim. _They.did a9, and the execu- 
tion was terrible.. After.the retreat, he made a:stend at’: 
Winter. hill and drove back. the enemy under. cover of 
their ships, When the army was.organized by. general 
Washington. at: Cambridge, Putnam was appointed'to. 
command, the-reserve.: In August 1776 he was. sta- 
tioned at Brooklyn, on Long Island. After the defeat 
-of our army on the twenty-seventh of that month, he 
swent to New-York and was very serviceable in the city 
and neighborhood. In October or November he was 
sent to Philadelphia to fortify that city. In Janussy — 
.|777 he was directed to take post at Princeton, when: 
-he continued until spring. At this place a sick prison- 
er, a captain, requested that a friend in the British ar- 
my at Brunswick might be sent for to assist him in mak- 
ing his will, Putnam was perplexed. He had but fif- 
ty men under his command, and he did not wish to have 
his weakness known ; yet he was unwilling to deny the 
request. He-however sents flay of truce, and directed 
the. officer te be brought i in the night. In the evening 
lights were. placed in all the college windows, and in 
every apartmentof the vacant houses throughout the 



144, BIOGRAPHY, tic. 

town: “Fhe ae on his return 

was adkecretd in a ‘bis 
a him as# British eae dent 

G Putnam wrote the nem 
ry Sir, Nerhiy Palmer, a lieutenant: 

*s service, was takenin m) caip as a spy ;' 
‘as aspy; Beachner nena ble and’ - 

he shill be hanged as a'spy. P.S.'Afternoon. ‘He is’ 
hanged.” : After the: loss of fort Montgomery, the com: 
mander in chief determined to build another fortifica-: 
tion, and he directed Putnam to fix upona spot. Tohim: 
belongs the praise’ of having chosen West Point. The 
campaign of (1779; which ‘was principally” spent in 

the works at this place, finished the mili-" 
Putnam. A paralytic affection impaired 

the my eer of his body, and he passed the remainder of 
days in’ retirement, retaining his relish for. enjoy- 

ment; his ‘love of pleasantry, his strength of memory, 
and all the faculties of his mind.’ He died at Brookline, 
Cotesnerteut; May ws 790, aged seventy-two years. 

' 
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